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The new Ford 


Last week, Walter Hayes, Ford of Europe’s Vice-President of 
Public Affairs, was the guest at a Guild of Motoring Writers 
luncheon in London.\In his speech, he revealed the extent of 
Ford’s new commitment to Formula 1 Grand Prix racing, which 
has been the subject of rumour in AUTOSPORT and elsewhere for 
some months. It was a strange time and place to choose for 
making an unheralded announcement of such great significance to 
motor sport. 

But it is welcome news indeed. In the late sixties, Ford invested 
£100,000 in Keith Duckworth and his Cosworth Engineering firm, 
Duckworth’s brief being to design, manufacture and sell a world- 
beating 3-litre Formula 1 engine with the name ‘‘Ford’’ on the cam 
covers. The Ford-Cosworth DF'V ran its first race in the works 
Lotus 49 cars in the 1967 Dutch Grand Prix at Zandvoort, and 
won it. Over the past nine seasons or so, it has become far and 
away the most successful Grand Prix engine of all time. 

Ford, of course, having made their six-figure investment in the 
first place, have never been slow to realize the prestige of this 
Formula 1 project, to the benefit of all. However, the rt of 
motor racing, for its part, may have been guilty of taking the 
involvement at all levels of this huge international company for 
granted. Whatever way you look at it, it is the very best kind of 
news that Ford have now renewed their Formula 1 commitment, 
and that Walter Hayes, who was largely responsible for the 
company becoming so closely involved with Grand Prix racing ten 
ot ago, wants so much for Britain to lead the world on the 

ormula 1 circuits. 

A definite decision to proceed with a new project might appear 
to have come a little late in the day, perhaps; the new investment 
— up to £500,000 — is rather less than many people had expected, 
paaee and the new engine, it seems, will not be available until 
1978. But, thanks to the Ford subsidy (which, in terms of some of 
telephone number figures being spent in Formula 1 these days, 
provides the company with amazing value for money), it is hoped 
that the engine will cost £10,000. This is significantly less than 
most Formula 1 teams expected to have to pay, and very 
significantly less than the cost of one of the proposed turbo- 
charged Renault V6 units, for example. Thanks to the demand 
gece by the original Ford subsidy of a decade ago, Cosworth 

ngineering now has the manufacturing capability to cope with 
any Formula 1 demand, and the engine will apparently be 
available to any team from the outset of production. And with a 
season and a half for completion of design and legs ang by 
Keith Duckworth, the new Ford-Cosworth V8 just has to be 
competitive from the first Grand Prix of 1978. 

The Ford-Cosworth DFV came upon the Grand Prix scene at a 
time when engine development seemed to have nowhere to go. 
This, of course, is far from true these days: although it did not 
seem so at the time, in 1966 the future of Grand Prix racing was at 
stake; now, in 1976, it is British prestige which is in danger. 
Whatever happens between now and the appearance of the new 
Ford — and let’s not forget that the most recent Grand Prix of 
1976 was won by a Cosworth — the future of that prestige now 
seems very much more secure. 


next week 


Full preview of the French Grand Prix at Paul Ricard, which will 
mark the halfway stage in the 1976 World Championship — Henry 
Liddon’s report of the World Rally Championship qualifying Rallye 
du Maroc — March renew their Formula 2 battle with the French at 
Rouen — Alan Jones's Formula 5000 victory in Canada — World 
Championship sports car racing in Austria and Sicily — An all-new 
quality British road car* 


cover picture 

Top: Bruno Giacomelli, March Engineering’s Formula 3 star, made 
it a good weekend for the Bicester racing firm when he emulated 
the performance of Formula 2 driver Hans Stuck at Hockenheim 


with a fine drive to take the lead of the ShellSport F3 Championship 
at Silverstone. Report: page 31. Photo: David Winter. 


Bottom: Le Mans at night — the stamping ground for three 
successful British teams the weekend before last. Our colour 
tographs pay tribute to their success (page 36), and we talk with 
oe manager of the third-placed Tate & Lyle Lola. Photo: David 
inter. 


*These items were correct at the time of going to press. 
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Jarier leaves Shadow 
to join Ligier- Matra? 


“Alan Rees, Shadow’s’ team 
manager, is furious,” said one 
prominent Formula 1 team manager 
earlier this week. He was referring to 
reports in the foreign press late last 
week that Gerard Ducarouge, the 
Ligier-Matra team manager/- 
designer, had put Jean-Pierre 
Jarier’s name forward as the second 
driver for the French Grand Prix at 
the Paul Ricard circuit, which takes 
place at the end of next week. 

Jarier is still under contract to the 
AVS Shadow team, certainly until 
the end of the year. He has already 
expressed his disappointment in the 


Jean-Pierre Jarier — patriotic? 


erformance of the Shadow DN5 

‘ormula 1 car of late, telling us at 
Zolder a few weeks ago that “‘the car 
is slower now than when I got the 
poles with it in South America last 
year.” 

This is not the first time that the 
Frenchman has threatened to leave 
the Shadow team. Many must 
remember the hoo-ha towards the 
end of last season, when Jarier was 
strongly tipped to be leaving 
Shadow for Ligier. The Shadow team 
were upset then, especially as the 
volatile Frenchman inferred that his 
poor finishing record in Formula 1 


races was due to the —— of 
the car. He retracted that statement 
at a later date, although sony’ felt 
that it was only because he knew 
there was no way he could join 
Ligier-Matra because of a 
contractual commitment to Don 
Nichols’s American-financed team. 
At that stage, the team still had 
Universal Oil Products as their main 
sponsor and were looking likely to 
continue such an association. 


Shadow had a brief flirtation with 
the Matra V12 in a specially con- 
structed chassis towards the end of 
last year as well. It didn’t work for 
them, but it does for the Ligier. 

The reports suggest that Jarier’s 
inclusion in the Ligier-Matra team 
for the Ricard race (it would be the 
first time in six years that two 
Frenchmen have driven in the same 
team at a Grand Prix, since the days 
of Jean-Pierre Beltoise and Henri 
Pescarolo at Matra) will be a 
temporary one. Are Shadow giving 
Jarier special permission for this one 
race? Unfortunately we were unable 
to get in touch with Rees on Tuesday 
of this week. Are Shadow releasing 
Jarier before his contract officially 
runs out? 

Certainly the French press 
ey pm that Jarier’s inclusion in 
the Ligier team will be for the rest of 
the year. They say he will be 
“number two”. to Jacques Laffite, 
and as the team still only have two 
chassis a should Laffite need 
a spare than Jarier would have to 
stand down. 

With French fortunes looking up, 
Shadow fortunes must be looking 
distinctly down. Having seen 
designer Tony Southgate leave for 
Team Lotus recently, Jarier now 
looking set for Ligier-Matra, and 
Tom Pryce waiting for the “situa- 
tions vacant” sign (perhaps up at 
Hethel, as some have suggested), 
only a worthwhile commercial 
sponsor would offer some form of 
consolidation and perhaps attract 
new blood into their driving force. 


GPs for Canada, USA and Japan? 


We asked Brabham boss Bernie 
Ecclestone, in his capacity as a 
leading member of the Formula 1 
Constructors Association, what the 

osition was regarding’ the 

anadian, American and Japanese 
Grands Prix which are due to be held 
later on this year. 

We told Ecclestone that we had 
received a communique from Japan 
stating that the Grand Prix would 
take place on October 24 at the 
Mount Fuji circuit. Ecclestone said 
that this wasn’t exactly accurate. 
The FICA were still negotiatin 
terms with both the Canadians an 
the Japanese to try and organize 
dates which would allow the Formula 
1 teams some breathing space in 
between the Italian and American 
Grands Prix. 

“We'll need to go back to England 
for a week after America”, said 
Ecclestone. This effectively means 
that the ideal Japanese date would 
be October 31, a week later than 
planned. America would remain on 
October 10, while the Canadian 
fixture at Mosport would have to be 
on October 3 (not September 26 as 
previously stated). is is just a 
week before the American race, but 
it at least would give the teams a 
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little respite following the Italian 


race on se eee nys 12. 
So it looks at this stage as though 
no fewer than nine Grands Prix 


remain, which means that we are not 
even halfway through the 1976 
championship. Perhaps Niki Lauda 
can yet be overtaken? 


No Jaguars 
at the ’Ring 


The Leyland Cars Group 2 Jaguar 
XJ12 Coupés will definitely not be 
oing to the Nurburgring European 
‘ouring Car Championship qualifier 
on July 11, as was hoped. The exten- 
sive test/development programme in 
Britain still fails to iron out un- 
revealed technical problems. 

The continued non-appearance of 
the cars gives rise to serious doubts 
that the Jaguars will race in 1976. 
After the ’Ring, Leyland have just 
four ETC events (at Spa on July 25, 
Vallelunga, Silverstone and Jarama). 


colour scheme. 


Mikko Kozarowitzky’s Project Four F2 March-Hart 762 in its new Marlboro 


Mikko switches F2 to P4 


Having started this season driving 
the ATS/Marlboro-backed Lola 
BMW T4650 in the opening rounds of 
the European Formula 2 Cham- 
pat reigning European 
‘ormula SuperVee champion, 27- 
year-old Mikko Kozarowitzky, has 
switched over to join the Project 
Four team run by Ron Dennis. 
Kozarowitzky, who in his late 
teens was a member of Finland’s 
Davis Cup lawn tennis team, will 
have his first race in Dennis’s 
Project Four March 762 at the 
Rouen-les-Essarts race this coming 
weekend. Mikko’s March, like team- 


mate Eddie Cheever’s, will be 
powered by a Hart 420R engine, 
which produces close on 297bhp 
according to reports. 

Kozarowitzky’s switch of teams is 
not totally unexpected. He found 
difficulty in adjusting to the trouble- 
some Lola and because ATS (the 
German cast wheel manufacturers) 
have a commitment, to running the 
car, Kozarowitzky parted company 
with them prior to the F2 race at 
Salzburg where, in fact, Ted Wentz 
drove the Lola. At Hockenheim last 
weekend, the same car was driven by 
German F3 driver Bertram Schafer. 


F1 Renault turbo testing 
— future still undecided 


After three days of testing by Jean- 
Pierre Jabouille at the Paul Ricard 
circuit last week, the Formula 1 
Alpine project is now at the cross- 
roads. “The future of the turbo 
charged F1 project now pence on 
Regie Renault’s political future in 
competition,” says Gerard 
Larrousse, the Alpine-Renault team 
manager. If the decision is to “go 
ahead,” then a new, more compact 
V6 can be built, and the quicker the 
better as far as Larrousse is con- 
cerned. 

The three days of testing were 
principally concerned with sortin 
out an injection cam which wou 
help to rid the car of its turbo lag, 
on developing Michelin tyres. Con- 
clusions drawn were that the Alpine 
A500 chassis is perfectly sufficient 
for the job and that general tests 


were going ahead as planned without: 


problem. In fact, the main problem 
that occurred throughout the three 
days was when a French-made wheel 
broke: it only lightly damaged the 
car, despite a considerable accident. 
The French effort with the turbo- 
charged 1500cc Gordini motor is ob- 
viously one that is taken very, very 
seriously, and the French team have 


been slowly and methodically pro- 


gressing through various stages to 
arrive at this current state. Jabouille 
said that the team are pleased that 
progression has taken place fairly 


se and that they are sure that 
eir basis of the A500 chassis and. 
the turbocharged Gordini engine is’ 
correct. Times for the 3.3kms track 
were not very conclusive, but for the 
record,a best of 1m 12s was attained. 


@John and Burt Greenwood have 
confirmed their intentions to return 
to Le Mans next year. ‘‘For 1977 
we'll have a new car, lower and 
sleeker, capable of 230 miles an hour 
on the backstretch,” said John 
before returning home to the States. 
“We'll run it at Daytona’s 24 Hours, 
at the Sebring 12 Hours and at Le 
Mans. That’s all we’re going to build 
it for.” Sounds like a Chevrolet 
Corvette we just can’t wait to see. 


@Goodyear supplied no fewer than 
1645 tyres to competitors at Le 
Mans this year. ey had to 
accommodate 22 differing types of 
car in 32 teams, and had a total of 64 
different sizes and compounds 
available. 


@AVS Shadow boss Don Nichols 
says that, although he expects his 
Grand Prix team to receive full 
sponsorship for next season, he has 
been able to tie up a deal with the 
Villiger Corporation, a tobacco firm 
whose Tabatip cigar colours will 
appear on the Shadows at the 
Austrian and German Grands Prix. 
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Ford plan to invest £4 


in new Fl Cosworth V8 


Walter Hayes, the Vice-President of 
Public Affairs for Ford of Europe, 
revealed some of the company’s 
plans for Formula 1 racing at a Guild 
of Motoring writers luncheon in 
London last week. Ford plan to 
spend up to half a million pounds in 
subsidizing another all-new Grand 
Prix engine project, and have placed 
the scheme once again in the capable 
hands of Keith Duckworth and 
Cosworth Engineering. The engine 
will become available before the 1978 
season, and the Ford subsidy is 
designed to keep the cost down in 
4 region of £10,000. And it will bea 


Brscs 
Contrary to fashionable belief, an 


Bruno Giacomelli — off to Monza 


Monza bound 


Having won his last four Formula 3 
races in a ays similar to Rupert 
Keegan’s early season dominance, 
March Engineering’s Italian works 
F8 driver Bruno Giacomelli has his 
first crack at the European F3 
Championship when he competes at 
the Monza Lotteria this coming 
weekend. 

British interest will also be high, 
because Stephen South is 0 
making the trip in his privately-run 
March, as are Richard Hawkins and 
Pierre Dieudonne in Doctor Joseph 
Ehrlich’s cars. 


advanced eight-cylinder design 
should be capable of wining 
Formula 1 races in the future, 
according to Duckworth, who is 
reportedly already at work on the 
project. In order to fulfil their obliga- 
tions to their present customers in 
Formula 1, Cosworth are proceeding 
with cylinder head modifications to 
the existing DFV power unit, which 
should be available well before the 
end of the current season. 

It seems that the new eight- 
cylinder Ford-Cosworth will not be 
released to any individual team 
under any circumstances until suffi- 
cient stocks have been produced to 
meet all demand. 


‘Ring tests 


Patrick Depailler, Niki Lauda and 
Jacques Laffite were the three 


‘drivers who took advantage of a 


‘Goodyear Formula 1 tyre test at the 
Nurburgring on Monday and 
Tuesday of this week. 

Depailler was running one of Elf 
Team Tyrrell’s six-wheel P34/2 
chassis. It had been hoped to give 
Jody Scheckter a run in a con- 


ventional 007 car, but Jody picked 


up a ’flu bug and was unfit to drive. 
Depailler and Lauda had both run 

about six laps of the long 14.2 mile 

circuit on Monday before the Tyrrell 


developed a misfire, which Ken 
Tyrrell reckoned might have been a 
broken valvespring. It meant that 
the team had to pack up at 3.30pm, 
some 90 minutes before the end of 
the scheduled session. 

Depailler’s best up until then had 
been 7m 14s, but Ken told us that 
Patrick reckoned pole would be 
around 7m 05s. “You must 
remember that we’re running with 
the wings not so far back and witha 
much harder compound tyre, that’s 
why the times aren’t as quick as last 
year,” explained Ken. 

Lauda’s best, when Depailler 
stopped, was 7m 18s, but the 
Austrian is thought to have gone 
quicker later on. 

As for Laffite in the Ligier, much 
of the day was delayed with a 
gearbox fault which kept the car on’ 
the small warm-up loop. 


Peterson, Nilsson and Bell 


Stuart Graham, partnered by John 
Handley, had hoped to have been 
racing Stuart’s 5.7-litre Faberge-’ 
sponsored Chevrolet Camaro Z28 at 

e G5 race which takes place at the 
Osterreichring this weekend. How- 
ever, due to lack of suitable com- 
ponents, a disappointed Graham 
informed us earlier this week that 
the trip had had to be called off. 

With the clashing sports car (G6) 
fixture at Enna, plus an important 
German G4/G2 race taking place at 
the Norisring on the same day, the 


Osterreichring entry may be some- 
emg unusual and, perhaps, a little 
thin. 


With Jochen Mass and Jacky Ickx 
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racing the Porsche 936 in Enna, Rolf 
Stommelen and Manfred Schurti will 
handle the 935, as they did at the 
Nurburgring. With Bob Wollek and 
Hans Heyer racing for their respec- 
tive Kremer/Vaillant and Zakspeed 
teams at Norisring, there is talk 
that Derek Bell may well drive the 
Kremer G5 935 turbo at the 


Osterreichring. 
As for BMW, with the Schnitzer 
and Faltz/Alpina teams having to 


allow some of their drivers to race at 
the Norisring, Swedish Grand Prix 
stars Ronnie Peterson and Gunnar 
Nilsson have been recruited to 
handle the Alpma and Schnitzer 
cars, along with Harald Grohs and 
Dieter Quester in Austria. 


of bother 


Ron Dennis and his Project Four 
Formula 2 racing team were in for a 
little shock at Hockenheim last 
weekend. At the F2 race at this 
circuit which took place in April, the 
French Elf and Martini teams had 
had their cars impounded due to a 
dispute with Joseph Schnitzer, the 
Austrian BMW engime builder, 
regarding some financial difficulties 
which arose between the parties last 
year. Ron Dennis was also involved, 
although at the time, he was trading 
under the Project Three racing 
banner. 

The law arrived in the Hockenheim 
paddock during practice and tried to 
take his racing cars and equipment 
away until the Schnitzer dispute was 
settled (the French paid the money 
reputedly owed back in April in 
order to get their cars released so 
that they could race). Dennis was 
able to prove that evgny hime, bar 
the transporter, belonged to Project 
Four. The police had no option but to 
allow him to keep his cars, but Ron 
could not prove, at the time, that the 
aneoses was his. Away it went to 
be locked up. 

In the meantime, Team Modus 
agreed to allow Dennis and his 
mechanics to use their transporter 
and its facilities, while Dennis tele- 

honed his solicitor, who flew out on 

unday night with the relevant 
documents. Then, on Monday 
morning, the case was heard in a 
local court and Dennis got his trans- 
porter back. 


Binder’s 
F2 Chevron 


Austrian Hans Binder ‘started his 
Formula 2 career at the beginning of 
last season driving a brand new 
March 752. By mid-season, he 
switched over to a Chevron and then, 
during last winter, moved on further 
still, caly this time into Italy where 
he ended up in the Osella works team 
alongside Francois Migault. 

Following his non-qualification at 
Pau in the Osella, Binder has left the 
team (as already reported) and has 

me back to the Chevron marque. 

inder’s first race in a brand new 
BMW-powered Chevron B35 will be 
at Mugello in three weeks time. 


Hans Binder — another switch 


at 


m |Ron’s spot | Progressing 


Mo Nunn’s Ensign team are pro- 
ecene well in their efforts to get 

hris Amon back onto the arene 
grid at Paul Ricard for the Frenc 
Grand Prix on Sunday week. 
Although the unfortunate Swedish 
accident at Anderstorp wrote off the 
tub of the Ensign MN176, the team 
hopes to have completed work on a 
new chassis by the end of this week. 

Further investigation into the 
cause of the Anderstorp accident, 
which eliminated Amon from the 
race when he was _ challenging 
Patrick Depailler’s Elf-Tyrrell for 
second place, has revealed that the 
fault was definitely not the result of 
a design error. It seems that in- 
correct length helicoils were fitted to 
the left-hand front upright, and that 
these were simply not up to the job: 
they worked loose and pulled out of 
the upright, with sudden and un- 
controllable consequences. 


Clearance 
for Brands 


In readiness for the John Player 
Grand Prix meeting, to be held at 
Brands Hatch on July 16/18, the 
Kentish circuit has had its official 
inspection by representatives of the 
Commision Sportive Inter- 
nationale’s circuit safety sub- 
committee and has been given “‘a 
clean bill of health”’. 

It is a requirement that each 
circuit us for a World 
Championship race has an inspection 
not later than 30 days before the 
meeting, in order that any alter- 
ations required by the inspectors 
may be completed in good time, thus 
evading the difficulties which have 
occurred at some circuits in the past 
when alterations were required only 
a few days before the meeting was 
due. The representatives of the CSI 
carrying out the Brands Hatch 
examination were the permanent 
inspector for the circuit, John 
Corsmitt of Holland, with Basil Tye, 
deputy director of the Royal Auto- 
mobile Club’s Motor Sport Division, 
and Robert Langford of the Formula 
1 Association. They carried out the 
inspection in conjunction with 
Jackie Epstein, general manager of 
Brands Hatch Circuit Ltd, and 
Clifford Davis, architect for the 
£300,000 development programme 
which has been undertaken to 
iaprove the circuit for the Grand 

1X 


Subject to the completion of a 
number of very minor modifications, 
none of which cause the circuit 
authorities any problems, the safety 
sub-committee representatives 
approved Brands Hatch for the 

rand Prix. The sub-committee were 
particularly interested in the work 
which has been carried out to the 
run-off areas, kerbing, catch fences 
and the pit lane. They had little to 
comment upon in connection with 
this having been completed prior to 
the Daily Mail Race of Champions in 
March. As a result of the inspection, 
it is now anticipated that the Brands 
Hatch Grand Prix circuit will be 
prantns a three-year licence by the 

SI, so that no further major 
modifications will be required before 
the 1980 season. 
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Miss Guthrie |Pat’s back |/Competition result: 
Marshall and Marshall 


in trouble 


Texas World Speedway President, 
Richard Conole, has written to the 
United States Auto Club (USAC) re- 
——s the removal of Janet 
uthrie’s competition licence and 
the removal of Rolla Vollstedt (her 
car owner/entrant) from its Board of 
Directors. The issue, according to 
the American newspaper Autoweek, 
is over Miss Guthrie's intention to 
accept a $5,000 appearance offer 
from a NASCAR race track. “I think 
the whole thing is a cheap publicit 
stunt on the part of the NASCA 
track. I am appalled that a member 
of the Board of Directors of USAC 
would accept what amounts to 
public payola”’, Conole declared. 


Returning? 


It is eugene to look as if Brian 
Henton, ritain’s premier 
Grovewood Award winner last 
winter, will be returning to the 
Formula 2 race tracks in the not too 
distant future. 

Encouraging news to Brian’s ears 
came earlier this week when Tom 
Wheatcroft informed him that 
Holbay had been able to make 
another Abarth cayee available. 
The last time the Mike Pilbeam- 
designed Wheatcroft F2 car ran was 
at the Thruxton Easter meeting, 
where the engine broke its crank in 
practice and madeit a non-starter. 


Patrick Depailler, having served his 
“prison sentence” for the faux pas he 
made at the Nurburgring sports car 
race a couple of months ago, has 
been drafted back into the Alpine- 
Renault G6 sports car team, which is 
racing down in the wilds of Sicily 
this weekend. 

Depailler has ben partnered with 
Jacques Laffite in a turbocharged 
A442, while Henri Pescarolo is 
teamed up with Jean-Pierre Jarier. 
However, we hear that the latter is 
reluctant to race down at Enna as his 
wife is expecting their first child, and 
would prefer to stay near to Paris 
and perhaps race an F2 car at Rouen 
this weekend instead. After all, Paris 
is only 40 minutes away and Fred 
Opert has a spare Chevron-Hart B35 
doing nothing. 


Pocono 
rained off 


This weekend, at the Pocono Inter- 
national Speedway, sees the second 
of the American USAC Triple Crown 
500-mile races. Qualifying should 
have been last weekend, but the 
heaven’s opened and the rain set in 
for the weekend. The rain continued 
on into Monday and, as we closed for 
press, we heard reports that the grid 
order might have to be drawn by 
picking numbers out of a hat. 


Lamborghini have announced their latest eye-catcher in the P300 ‘Silhouette’. 
The 3-litre double ohe V8 engine gives it a performance on ES with the 
racer. 


Porsche Turbo and Ferrari Boxer and it could make one helluva 
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HAVE YOU HEARD ABOUT FRANK 
WILLIAMS REVOLUTIONARY NEW F).CAR? 


The AUTOSPORT John Player Grand 
Prix Competition, in which readers 
were asked to select 16 drivers to 
take part in the Evening News 
ShellSport Escort Celebrity Race at 
the John Player Grand Prix meeting 
at Brands Hatch, produced a total 
entry well into four figures from all 
over the country. Plus a field which 
should make this event, as we had 
hoped, a ShellSport Escort race to 
remember! 

The provisional list of accepted 
entries, based on your selections, is 
as follows (alphabetical order): 


DEREK BELL 
DIVINA 

NOEL EDMONDS 
BOB EVANS 

BRIAN HENTON 
RUPERT KEEGAN 
TONY LANFRANCHI 
DAMIEN MAGEE 
GERRY MARSHALL 
DAVID PURLEY 
ANDY ROUSE 
TONY TRIMMER 
TOM WALKINSHAW 
TED WENTZ 

NICK WHITING 
BARRIE WILLIAMS 


Just under 200 drivers were men- 
tioned in readers’ selections, and the 
most votes were received for Gerry 
Marshall (906), Divina (765), Rupert 
Keegan (645) and David Purley (610). 
Rally driver Roger Clark was well u 
in the voting, but unfortunately 
another commitment for Roger has 
come up — he has to go off to South 
Africa a few days early for the Total 
Rally. In case other drivers cannot 
make it at the last minute, we have 
used your votes to pick two reserves, 
who are Formula 3 drivers Stephen 
Oe and Bruno Giacomelli in that 
order. 


— 


LET ME GUESS - IT'S GOT EIGHT 
WHEELS. 


The winner of the competition is 
the reader whose own selection most 
closely resembled that computed 
from an analysis of all the entries re- 
ceived. Nobody got it exactly right 
but R. J. arshall, of Stansted, 
Essex, only got one name wrong, and 
he is the lucky winner. His prize? An 
exciting one indeed — a course at the 
racing drivers’ school at Brands 
Hatch and, later on in the season, an 
actual race in one of the ShellSport 
Ford Escorts at the Kent circuit. 

Originally, we stated that the 20 
entrants whose selections came next 
closest would receive runner-up 
prizes of Admission/Paddock Trans- 
fer tickets (worth £8.00 each) for the 
Grand Prix meeting. However, we 
were unable to split the runners-up 
into that nice, convenient number, 
and officially there are 27 runners-up. 
John Webb of Motor Circuit 
Developments has generously ex- 
tended the offer, and all 27 will 
receive Admission/Paddock Transfer 
tickets in the post. They are: 


Adrian Natrass of Bexleyheath 
Clive Young of Sevenoaks 

M. J. Carter of Dartford 

Tim Coleman of Southampton 
Tim Mellor of Tarporley 

John Smith of Tonbridge 

G. M. Steele of Wargrave 

Mike Deakin of London N1 
Graham Marshall of Stansted 
Gordon McCubbin of York 

G. T. Watson of Barwell 

L. Job of Llanelli 

F. A. Dickinson of Bury St Edmunds 
C. J. Ault of Weybridge 

R. Warmisham of West Wittering 
Brian Wright of London SE23 

D. Boote of Nantwich 

N. Beauclarke of Farnborough 
Andrew Hendry of Aldershot 

P. J. Carpenter of Chippenham 
C. J. Charman of Addington 
John Quartermaine of Greenford 
A. Brogden of Burnley 

D. Rouse of London SE10 

D. J. Butcher of Shrewsbury 

M. Tierney of St Anns-on-Sea 

C. C. Coker of Maldon 


The winner of the race will receive 
@ cash prize of £500, donated by 
Brands Hatch Circuit Limited and to 
be donated to any officially recog- 
nized charity of the winner’s choice. 

The Evening News ShellSport 
Escort Celebrity Race will be the 
first event of the programme on 
Goad Prix day, Sunday, July 18. Be 
there! 


by Barry Foley 


~ 


ONE BLOW. 


ee ITS GOT TWO BODIES, HES Going TO 
PUT ONE OF HIS DRIVERS JN EACH BODY- FRANK 
SAYS IT WILL DOUBLE 
HIS START MONEY AND 
HALVEHIS COSTS AT y 
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Alan Jones was the victor of last 
Sunday’s American USAC/SCCA 
Formula 5000 race which took place 
at the Canadian Mosport Park 
circuit. Unfortunately, an air strike 
in Toronto has meant that we cannot 
carry a full report of the race until 
next week. We apologise, but the 
matter is out of our hands. 


Jones was driving the Sid 
Taylor/Tedd Yip-entered Lola 
T332, whi has had a pretty 


charmed life in the hands of various 
drivers. Internationally, it must be 
the most successful 1T332 in 
existence. 

The race featured a three-way 
battle for the lead between Jones, 
reigning champion Brian Redman in 
his Boroxo/Hall Lola T332C and 
Jackie Oliver’s Dodge-powered 
Shadow DN6. 

Redman had problems with a 
sticking throttle and was forced to 
make a pitstop, dropping back to 
eighth at the end of the final. Mean- 
while, Oliver was doing the lion’s 
share of leading, and it was not until 
fivelaps from the end that Jones was 
able to get througly winning by 0.9s 
in a thrilling finish. 

Third was Teddy Pilette in the 
Team VDS Lola T430 in front of 
Danny Ongais, who nearly won the 
opening round in his Interscope Lola 


> 


s 

bia ae 
Alan Jones — narrow victory. 
T332. Warwick Brown’s Talon was 
next up followed by Vern 
Schuppan’s works Eagle, Randy 
Lewis (Wrangler Lola T332) and then 
Redman. 

Jones’s victory now gives him the 
lead in the North American cham- 
ponehip by just one point from 

edman. e next round is at 
Watkins Glen in two weeks. 


Andersson beats the Italians 


Conny Andersson revenged his 
defeat by Italian comingman 
Riccardo Patrese at Enna the 
previous week when the Swede 
turned the tables and won the Italian 
national championship Formula 3 
race at Casale last Sunday. Al 
though this event did not carry the 
same status as Enna (that was a 
European F3 qualifier), it at least 
ives Andersson a morale booster 
efore this weekend’s Monza 
Lotteria, a further round of the 
European series, which Patrese 
narrowly leads by a mere two points 
from Conny. 

Practice saw three drivers, all 
Italians, tie at the head of the entry: 
Gaudenzio Mantova, Lamberto 
Leoni and Patrese. Gianfranco Bran- 
catelli and Andersson were just 
behind in their Speedprint Marches, 
as was Italian F3 series leader 
Piercarlo Ghinzani. The race was 
split into two qualitym heats and a 
final. Brancatelli won the first heat 
from Leoni’s March and Orazio 
Ragaiolo’s earlier 753 variant. The 
second heat was not quite as 
straightforward, for Patrese tried to 


outbrake Mantova’s Ralt and the 
Chevron driver took off both of 
them. This allowed Andersson to slip 
through, while Patrese and Mantova 
recovered to take the next two 
laces. Brancatelli, by having a 
etter heat time, was on the pole for 
the final, but Andersson made the 
better start and the Swede soon built 
up a 2s cushion after a couple of laps. 
* At that stage, the Italians seemed 
more content to squabble among 
themselves and Patrese, in par- 
ticular, was having some _ lurid 
moments in trying to pass Leoni. 
Eventually Lamberto spun and the 
Trivellato Chevron hit him. How- 
ever, both were able to continue, 
Patrese coming home second while 
Leoni was fifth. Brancatelli and 
Mantova were in between them, 
while Fernando Spreafico (Chevron- 
Nova/Ford t/c B34) and Ghinzani 
completed the top runners. 

Andersson won by about 4s, al- 
though his lead had been greater 
before Conny inadvertently knocked 
off the ignition switch! The fastest 
lap went to the ever improving 
Leoni. 


Vasek’s Porsche turbos fail 


Although the two Vasek Polak- 
enter Porsche 934 Turbos of 
George Follmer and _ Hurley 
Haywood were easily the fastest two 
qualifiers for the third round of the 
revived American TransAm race at 
the Portland International Raceway 
on June 18, they were both destined 
not to finish. It still left a Porsche on 
the winner’s podium, although it was 
a non-turbocharged Carrera RSR 
driven by Monte Shelton. 

Follmer had been on the pole sup- 
ported by Haywood and the pair of 
them whistled away at the start and 
looked likely winners yet again. 
However both cars were sidelined, 
almost simultaneously, with turbo- 
charger problems leaving Shelton, 
who had spent the early laps sorting 
out a couple of cumbersome 
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Chevrolet Corvettes, to hit the front 
ants that’s where he stayed until the 
end. 

Second, a lap down, was Joe 
Chamberlain’s Camaro, while a 
further lap down was Buzz Dyer’s 
AMC avelin. te 

isappomting non-starter, having 
qualified tearth, was Jim Busby in a 
brand new Chevrolet Monza, having 
sold his Carrera to Shelton! Busby 
lost control of the Monza during the 
closing stages of practice and 
damaged it sufficiently to render him 


a non-starter. 

@ Conn Ljungfeldt _ further 
extended his lead in the Swedish 
national Formula 3 series when he 
won last Sunday’s qualifying race at 
Kinnekulle san seve lie regular 
Rotel-sponsored Viking TH1A. 


Pearson — 
but Cale 
is the star 


Guess who won last Sunday’s, 
NASCAR race, the 14th round of the 
Grand National series, held at the 2- 
mile Michigan International Speed- 
way? It was David Pearson, who 
took his Purolator Mercury to its 
seventh win from ten starts this 
season. However, it was a rather 
fortunate win, for the man who 
dominated the race was, in fact, Cale 
Yarborough, driving his regular 
Holly Farms Chevrolet Chevelle. 
Qualifying had seen Richard Pett 
on the pole with the STP Doge, with, 
Bobby Allison (CAM2 Mercury), 
Buddy Baker (Norris Ford Torino),. 
Dave Marcis (K&K Dodge) and 
series leader Benny Parsons (Kings 
Row Chevelle) next up. 
However, Yarborough swiftly 
came through the front couple of 
rows to take up the lead, and he then 
proceeded to pull further and further 
away. He was half a lap in front as, 
the race neared its close (having re- 
gained a full lap lost because of a cut 
tyre), when a yellow flag came out for 
a caution period, with just seven of 
the 200 laps to run. This effectively 
closed up the field and allowed 
Pearson to regain Cale’s hard earned 
advantage. ’ : 
When the yellow cleared, there 
were three laps left, but Yar- 
borough’s engine had a cracked 
linder head and he was unable to 
lo anything about Pearson, who led 
the final two laps, winning by 0.8s. 
Allison and Petty took the next 
two placings, also on the same lap, 
while Baker was a further lap down. 
Sixth was Dick Brooks in his Ford 
Torino (three laps down) having 
returned from his experiences at Le 
Mans, while Marcis retired (again) 
with a dropped valve. Yarborough’s 
second place takes him back into the 
lead of the NASCAR GN series (2318 


‘pts) as Parsons had to struggle 


throughout with no brakes to finish 
a lowly 19th (2267). 


EUROPEAN 
FORMULA 3 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


Driver 
1 Riccardo Patrese 
2 Conny Andersson 
3 Bertram Schafer 
Gianfranco Brancatelli 
5 Marc Surer 
6 Clas Sigurdsson 
Ulf Svensson 
8 Hakan Alriksson 
9 Guiseppe Bosoni 
Werner Klein 
Piercarlo Ghinzani 
12 Francesco Campaci 
13 Jochen Dauer 
Lamberto Leoni 
15 Fernando Spreafico 
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USAC/SCCA 
FORMULA 5000 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


Driver 
1 Alan Jones 
2 Brian Redman 
3 Danny Ongais 
4 Jackie Oliver 
5 Vern Schuppan 
6 Randy Lewis 
Teddy Pilette 
8 Sam Pose: 
Warwick Brown 
10 Skeeter McKitterick 
11 Horst Kroll 
12 John Benton 
Bob Lazier 
14 Bruce Allison 
David Briggs 
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Jones the American hero 
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Alain Cudini — chased Pironi. 


Pironi does 
it again 


Making it a feast of single-seater 
entertainment at Hockenheim was a 
further round of the French-derived 
“European” Super Renault 
championship. Again it was a one 
horse race, for Didier Pironi did it 

ain in his Martini Mk18, securin 
the pole, leading from start to finis 
and setting fastest lap (jointly with 
Alain Cudii) on the way. It was his 
seventh win in FSR this season! 

Pironi was 0.88 quicker than 
Cudini’s Equipe Danielson/Elf Lola 
T410 in practice, and the Heine 
Mader prepared car was the only one 
capable of keeping the flyng Martini 
in sight, the gap being 1.9s at the 
flag. Third, a further 14.25 behind, 
was Dany Snobeck in his BP-backed 
Martini, while Jean-Louis Bousquet 
in his Antar Martini was an equally 
lonely fourth. There was, however, a 
much sterner squabble for fifth 
pace which eventually went to 

ernard Salomon’s Martini Mk18, 
while Jean Ragnotti finished at the 
back of this bunch (in eighth place) 
with his AGS JH24. 


Brands Hatch 
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Heyer’s lead grows 
as Hezemans beats 
Wollek at Hockenheim 


Hans Heyer, drivmg his regular Schenken, in fact, had a race lon 
Zakspeed Ford Escort won the 2- struggle with Heyer which widen 
litre class division in last Sunday’s. towards the end until the Australian 
German G4/G2 “touring” car raceat realised that he had a plane to catch 
Hockenheim and, in seeing Toine from Frankfurt and put his foot 
Hezemans win the race overallinthe downalittleharder.... 

George Loos Porsche Turbo 934 and 
beating Bob Wollek’s similar turbo- 
powered Kremer car, the German 
was able to increase his lead over 
the Frenchman in the championship 
standings. 

Hezemans put the Loos Turbo on, 
pole “3 just 0.4s from Wollek while 
the Jagermeister/Max Moritz 934 
Turbos of Reimhard Stenzel and 
Helmut Kelleners completed the 
next rank, although the latter was 
lucky to start having been involved 
in a practice shunt with Klaus 
Ludwig’s Zakspeed Escort. 

Apparently the latter was return-. 
ing to the pits with a flat tyre when 
he moved over the wrong way and 
collected the Porsche, severely 
paeaaa sig it. The Max Moritz team 
managed to repair it overnight at 
their workshops near Stuttgart 
while Ludwig was fined DM100 for 
driving without due care and 
attention. 

Fastest in the small 2-litre division 
was Heyer by some 7.53 over Ludwig 
and Jorg Obermoser’s GS Tuning 
BMW 2002 which surprised many 
pals by its lack of speed over the 
weekend. 

Hezemans and Wollek immedi- 
ately may into the lead and, for the 
first few laps, they had a little scrap. 
By the time the race was over how- 
ever, Hezemans had spun once at the 
Sachs Curve while Wollek had 
revolved twice. It was good enter- 


In the smaller category, Ludwig, 
although several seconds adrift of 
Heyer, managed to beat Obermoser 
by around 1s while Walter Rohrl (the 
German rally ace) brought the brand 
new Irmscher Tuning Opel Kadett 
GTE home into an encouraging class 
seventh, the sister car driven by 
Manfred Trint having retired with a 
punctured tyre. 


Mika Arpiainen took his Veemax to yet another Super Vee win at 
Hockenheim. 


Persson’s Gold Cup lead 


Although he finished third, 
Sweden's Kennerth Persson moved 
himself into the lead of the European 
Super Vee Gold Cup series at 
Hockenheim last weekend driving 
his Meray Motors Kaimann. 

__ Persson qualified on the pole at 2m 
17.8s, well outside Freddy Kottulin- 
ae course record of 2m 12.8s. 
Admittedly, the Dunlop tyres the 
cars run these days are far stiffer in: 
construction. Just 0.1s slower than 
the Kaimann was Mika Arpianen’s 
Veemax, while Jochen Engel’s ATS 
Lola, and Peter Scharmann’s 
Zandvoort winning ToJ were next 


up. 
Two British drivers qualified for 
the 30-car grid, namely John 
Morrison in his Vortex Lola and 
Ronnie Grant in his Taurus, the and Scharmann (who retired after 
latter on the last row. Morrison was the first lap), a couple of points 
also well back, having had problems __ adrift. 
in practice. Grant finished 20th, while 
rpianen got away at the start, Morrison encountered further aggro 
and that was it, really. Persson andonly completed 14 of the 15 laps. 


seemed to accept that he was not 
going to beat the Finn and annoyed 
several other drivers by weaving. It 
allowed the Veemax to win by 9.2s. 
Local hero Frank Lampe, who only 
seems to go well at Hockenheim, 
brought his ATS Lola into con- 
tention from the fifth row and, after 
Engel spun his Lola into retirement 
entering the stadium, Lampe was 
able to pip Persson on the line. 
Fourth, some 11s _ back, was 
Alexander Giittes (ATS Lola) who 
just held off the similar car of 
Helmut Lenz, while Manfred Trint, 
having a one-off drive in a Lola, came 
in sixth, albeit some way back. 
Persson’s championship lead is 
now seven points over Arpianen with 
Dieter Engel (who finished ninth) 


@ Positions in the German Bilsten 
Trophy, which caters for G4 and G2 
(to "75 spec) cars, after three rounds 
are: 

1, Hans Heyer, 55 points; 2, Bob Wollek, 47; 
3, Jorg Obermoser, 44; 4, Reinhard Stenzel, 37; 
5, Helmut Kellners, 32; 6, Klaus Ludwig and Toine 
Hezemans, 30; 8, Werner Schommers, 28; 9, Tim 
Schenken, 21; 10, Jurgen Neuhuas, 20 pts. 


Henderson's 
US FSV win 


Supporting the Mosport F5000 race 
last Sunday was another round of 
the American Gold Cup Super Vee 
series. The race was won by Bill 
Henderson in a Lola T1324, having 
benefitted from a collision between 
the two leaders, Tom Bagley (Zink) 
and Bob Lazier (Lola). Bagley, the 
series leader with two wins from the 


tainment for the crowd but the ga: 
between the pair of them at the en 
was 18.28. 

Kelleners brought his hastily re- 


first three races, led initially, chased 
by Lazier. The latter made an 
attempt to overtake, which elimi 
nated the Zink and left the Lola to 


aired car in next, some 45s down, come home _ second, despite a 
ut ahead of team-mate Stenzel battered nosecone. 

while Hartwig Bertrams (in the The remaining top six places were 
Kannacher 934. Turbo) and Tim taken by Chris Gleason’s Modus M2, 


Schenken, in a normally aspirated 
Teburnum/Loos Porsche Carrera’ 
RSR, completed the top six. 


Harry MacDonald’s Lola 1T324, 
Stuart Moore’s Tui AM29 and Herm 
Johnson’s Lola T324. 


SHELLSPORT 
FORMULA 3 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
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Brian Nelson drove immaculately last weekend without ever having 
moments were when he made a wrong choice of tyres (wet racers for what proved toa dry tarmac stage) and that incredible road section. ... 


“ 


to seriously extend himself for long. It would probably be true to say his only anxious 


Brian Nelson on the tiles 


Brian Nelson leads home a phalanx of Porsches on his first. international rally win — Shattering early pace 
from Cahal Curley — Polished performances from Paul Windsor and Henry Inurrieta — All too brief outing 
for Billy Coleman — Report: PETER NEWTON — Photography: COLIN TAYLOR PRODUCTIONS. 


Somehow in Donegal there is a little time for 
reflection. There is time to relax, let past 
events wash over the senses, reframe half- 
formed images, re-create as best one can the 
sounds and spectacle; times to look out over 
the distant hills, watching their upper slopes 
evolve through gold, red and purple as the 
sun slips away into the impossibly blue At- 
lantic. Finally on Sunday the sun bathed 
Donegal’s contrasting hinterland in a welter 
of pastoral shades. The countryside basks in 
sunlight as perhaps no other; the white 
sands of the beaches, the white washed walls 
of the fishermen’s cottages, the lush deep 
greens of the fertile valleys, and the carpets 
of wild flowers on the upper heathland 
slopes; so many contrasts as to confuse the 
retina with their variety and sparkling 
vivacity. One’s first thought is how to take 
in so much in so short a time; for the nomads 
who flock to Donegal’s international rally 
every June are living on borrowed time.... 
All too soon they must return to drab medio- 
crity and an other year’s memories are 
individually locked away as they pall des- 
perately in the telling. 

Far into Monday morning, the locals sat 
around their old wooden tables and dis- 
cussed the events of the weekend. While the 
young bloods competed for the affections of 
their peers, the village barn dances in full 
swing, their elders sat back and pondered 
Donegal’s latest hero-Brian Nelson. It has 
been a long road from the days of the 
Knockalla hillclimb to a first international 
rally win; and for Formula Libre champion 
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Brian, that has meant turning his back on 
motor racing and joining the swelling 
ranks of Porsche power. Donegal breeds new 
heroes each year and, while 1976 was no ex- 
ception, there can be no argument that 
Brian richly deserves to savour this victory. 
’ Winning in Donegal constitutes an effort 
of willpower, memory-training and mutual 
trust which is as far removed from simply 
driving quicker than the next man, as one of 
England’s forest rallies is from Donegal 
itself. Perhaps Brian was fortunate in that 
the retirements of Billy Coleman, Cahal 
Curley and the ailments suffered by Dessie 
McCartney’s Carrera allowed him a later 
dominance which he might not have other- 
wise enjoyed, but as he says, ‘‘that’s 
rallying” and Brian thus had a relatively re- 
laxed tactical event (but for one dramatic 
moment on Sunday); for it was as Cahal 
retired on Saturday that he had planned to 
take up the chase. Brian is a most popular 
victor, and no doubt Tuca Carpet Tiles, the 
sponsors of the Nelson 2.8 Carrera, will be 


well pleased with the results of the weekend; 
this is, after all, only the third outing that 
Brian has enjoyed in the LHD car — a car he 
spent a year building; its component parts 
themselves refugees from both racing and 
rallying. 


To win the Donegal must indeed be a satisfying 
experience; the event is much more than merely a 
daylight three-day, tarmac thrash over some of 
the most exciting special stages in Europe; for 
with pace notes allowed, practice is everything, 
and the coordination involved is phenomenal. 
This year, Terry Harryman had compiled sets of 
notes which were on sale at £15 to any com- 
petitors who required them. Most serious 
contenders took up the offer and they were not 
disappointed for by all accounts the notes repre- 
senti an expected professional job (not 
surprising from a man who used to make notes of 
Corsican rallies for organisations like Lancia). 
However, it matters not at all how good the notes 
are if the co-driver cannot read them in the correct 
sequences or at the correct pace. Speeds are often, 
so high that even the most experienced co-driver 
loses his place — in those fatal seconds a car bein; 

driven at over 100mph into a tightening blind 
corner can age its occupants by ten years. There 
is simply no room for error at these speeds, but it 
is only at these speeds that one can hope to be 
really competitive; for should the driver still be 
suspicious of the way in which the road ahead is 
being read to him, then the seconds tumble onto 
the timecards and frustration and anxiety rapidly 
lead to friction. In Donegal, the pressure is on 
both crew members long before the start, and 
some mutual understanding and respect is 
essential if the necessary trust is to be founded. 
The use of pace notes then demands dedicated 
practising, even if the groundwork has been 
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completed beforehand by another professional. 

So it is that long before the arrival of the rally 
cars themselves to the Ballyraine Hotel in Letter- 
kenny, familiar faces appear in the locality. In the 
weeks preceding the event, these faces can be 
observed lurking in the cool, musky retreats of 
the Doocharry Tavern or the Fin bar'at Fintown; 
plying over the breathtaking scenery of Atlantic 

rive or trickling Lalig the testing high speed 
sweeps of Lough Fern. The build-up to the rally is 
thus a remorseless process of increasing tension. 
Some have been arriving for weekends past, some 
only in the immediate days prior to the start but 
there are countless opportunities to transcend the 
bounds of the ‘out-psyching’ game and many took 
the opportunity with both hands. John Taylor 
aavet several rounds of golf; Cahal Curley was 
often conspicuous by his absence (does he really 
need to recce??!! He has already won this event 
three times and if anyone knows the roads of 
Donegal, it is Cahal); Malcolm Neill and Brian 
Nelson were seldom in evidence either but only 
because Malcolm had been seeing to it that his 
driver remained in virtual solitary confinement 
while ‘on duty.’ In addition, several of Ireland’s 
well-heeled sportsmen took their families away for 
a few days in Donegal. As almost clandestine 
spontaneous social gatherings, these weekendscan 
be almost unsurpassed. This behaviour in itself is 
the essence of Donegal for although the rallying is 
hard, so too is the carousing and the organisers 
have made it their business to cultivate an 
atmosphere of joie de vivre to which all those 
involved, are like lambs to the alcoholic slaughter, 
only too willing to submit. The Donegal ex- 
— often has too much in it akin to an idyllic 

ream sequence for total peace of mind, and to 
attempt to describe the event in mere words is 
consequently a depressing experience ... in 
the words of the inimitable Phil Coulter looking 
up from his volatile piano to a greying eastern 
horizon at 5.00 am Monday morning... “flat 
night over crest. ..!” 

Amid some rumours that the future of the rally 
is now in some doubt, the Donegal MC and 
Enniskillen’s Austin Frazer again produced a 
copy-book, professionally run and managed 
event. If the sparkle was somewhat tarnished this. 
year; it could have been for two reasons: firstly, 
the “laughing men in the sky” refused to realize 
that this weekend is reserved for sunshine, and so 
amid chill winds, sharp showers and brief sunny 
intervals, the 1976 rally took on a less languarous 
atmosphere; secondly, the appearance of a truly 
competitive foreign ent: m Europe was 
regrettably lacking (the Warmbold ‘blitzkrieg’ ex- 
—— last year perhaps spoilt usin some ways). 

e defunct system of ECR zone coefficients once 
more made a mockery of this rally’s status, and 
last minute retirements from the would-be star 
competition left the organisers no time to woo any 
half-interested foreigners who might have made 
the sop Certainly last year was a classic one 
in Donegan ’s rallying history so perhaps it was 
unfair to assume that 1976 could equal or better 
it. Some of the magic was certainly missing; 
perhaps is it a contemptuous familiarity, a su 
jective value-judgement or simply the banal 
peompect of meeting, copy deadlines with a 

angover at least the size of Lough Swilly (or was 
that merely the volume of the contents 
consumed?). 

The route this year bore more than a passing 
similarity to 1975 but there were modified stages, 
some which had formed parts of previous Circuits 
of Ireland; but the one entirely new departure was 
a short spectator-paying test around the streets 
of the peaeee ue village of old Ramelton. Here 
was to be found a nostalgic aura of Targa Florio 
as rasping Porsches forged their way across the 
town square and barked through the narrow high- 
walled streets as massed ranks of spectators 
clustered above them on roof tops, clinging from 
ancient balconies and perched he 4 os on 
walls. This in itself was a visual highlight of the 
rally, but even this sight was to be surpassed at 
Milford on Sunday afternoon (although not as a 
result of anyone’s specific intentions). 


ENTRY 


Despite some last-minute disappointments, the 
entry list promised excitement enough. True 
there was no Achim Warmbold or Bernard 
Darniche with whom the locals might compare 
times, but there were quick Porsches in abund- 
ance and there was Billy Coleman, wasn’t there? 
Last Friday morning, just after 7.00am on 
Belfast’s bleak grey dockland, Billy picked up the 
car which he had seriously wondered would ever 
arrive. With just a few hours to go before the 
start there was no chance of an practine with it 
... yes, it was LHD and did be long to Gilbert 
Staepelaere. This was the only car available at 
Beecham following the gaye encountered 
at Thomas Motors and it has been a long time 
since Billy used to rally in that famous LHD ex- 
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works Alpine. Needless to say he was not happ 
about these arrangements, but to get a car at all 
was some relief. It remained to be seen whether he 
could live with Porsches in a strange car with 
which he had no ey Events, of course, 
proved he could (and the hosts of his fanatical 
supporters reckon he could be ‘there or there- 
abouts’ in a three-wheeled VW bus were the mood 
to take him on the roads of his homeland), Billy 
took the experienced Peter Scott with him and the 
pair appear to suit each other very well on these 
types of pace note events. 

ohn Taylor brought along his new lightweight 
Haynes of Maidstone RS1800 but right from the 
moment the car arrived in Ireland there were 
problems. It broke wheel studs as it was rolled off 
the trailer; it then broke its Halda and a stripped 
thread to a brake union meant that the cure 
supplied could only be Araldite ... the car was 
plagued by persistent braking problems, and the 
removal of an inoperative servo did nothing for 
the overall performance ... Chris Sclater made a 
welcome oe in the G4 Avenger, lowered 
an inch from its Scottish Rally suspension 
settings. With Northern Irish dealers very keen 
to be represented in their own country and the 
availability of a budget thanks to the eleventh 
hour change of plan on the Circuit of Ireland 
(where the car remained at home), the team were 
naturally keen to gain some tarmac epee 
prior to the Ulster Rally and the Manx. Chris was 
to post some impressive stage times between two 
offs and a minor structural failure on the first 
day. In addition, Chrysler were represented by 
one of their most successful dealers, Robin Eyre- 
Maunsell, who drove one of his G1 Avengers as a 
“00” car with, Yaw nf (though not at the same 
time!), his wife and John Horton co-driving. He 
even allowed the latter to drive the occasional 
stage; and it is as a result of this experience that 
he swears he contracted his grey hair! 


Chris Sclater entertains the crowds with a full- 
blooded power slide at Ramelton. 
: S ae 


an 


Andy Dawson brought the Glovers-prepared 
Datsun Violet SSS in which he went consistently 
well before firstly an oil pipe failed and then a 
Riise disintegrated, while George Hill and Will 

parrow brought home their respective reliable 
Vauxhalls, George his usual car and Will, the ex- 
Foley Chevette in which he found himself dicing 
with Cooper Ss for the class (surely a oe 
case of deja vu!). The Castrol runners were led by 
Paul Faulkner and George Hill with David 
Stokes, Mike Rawson and Henry Inurrieta in 
close support. The latter erienced his now 
customary pre-event dramas, for beneath the ex- 
terior of his newly-painted RS2000 was engine 
trouble of a grand order. Not once did the engine 
have to come out before the start, but twice! The 
first motor broke its crankshaft so a new one was 
kindly lent by P. J. Wilhare. Henry then ran the 
bearings of this revised unit because the crank- 
shaft proved to be ‘10 thou’ undersized! Sean 
Campbell meanwhile (the other hot favourite in 
Group One), was trying to coax his engine over 
4000rpm. In despair an engine rebuild was 
deemed necessary, but even this measure didn’t 
cure the problem which was eventually traced to 
the induction. David Hardcastle, however, 
reserved his problems for the event, and we are 
‘sure it will be the rally that he will not forget. 

The ranks of the “‘Panzers” were led by Cahal 
Curley, now fully recovered from the worrysome 
eye trouble which afflicted him over Easter and at 
last finally happy with the Chequered Flag- 
entered 3-litre Carrera following yet more re- 
visions to the suspension settings. Cahal is still a 
legend in tpn and despite an unfortunate 
retirement for which he is still kicking himself, he 
did much to further the cause of his and his car’s 
continuing reputation. Dessie McCartney and 
Brian Nelson were in their usual respective cars 
and with a jn beg cast comprising Noel 
Smith, Geoff Crabtree, David Agnew and Brian 
Evans, there was bound to be some very rapid 
motoring on the agenda. Brian has been trying to 
sell his car recently (we are told he has had further 
offers as a result of last weekend's trip to Ireland) 
but when he discovered that the car would still be 
available for Donegal, he contacted Martin 
Holmes last Wednesday week, and the pair found 
themselves most welcome within the depleted 
ranks of the top ten. Seeded well down the list at 
number 67 was Mr Paul Windsor who had Tony 
McMahon sitting beside him for the first time 
thanks to mutual emissary, Ian Castrol Parry... 
nothing was expected of them. 


RALLY 
Friday 


Inclement and unsettled weather conditions 
posed problems for all the leading runners on each 
of the three days; and every morning began wet so 
many stages remained hazardous in that dry 
patches intermingled with damp. Thus the choice 
of tyres more often than not became little more 
than an inscrutable Chinese puzzle; so simple in 
theory, yet, as luck would have it, almost impos- 
sible to solve correctly. Dessie McCartney, having 
experienced the chagrin of ing successive 
wrong choices of tyres, finally mvented a system 
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of double-bluff, ie, not changing tyres when he 
thought it would be a good idea (it was reported to 
have had at least a 50 per cent success rate!). 

The Friday run consisted of a comparatively 
relaxed run of 11 stages starting at 14.00. It was 
not long before leading co-drivers realized that 
Cahal Curley’s co-driver, Drexel Gillespie, was not 
eotias ... the times posted by the black and 
white Carrera really were genuine. Coleman stuck 
at the task of Hanging onto the flying Porsche as 
best he could, but for the others there was merely 
the demoralization of a man and. car dominating 
with a ruthless efficiency. Curley was fastest on 
the first six stages during which he had extracted 
an incredible 1m 14s from an equally hard-trying 
Billy Coleman. 

It was a killing pace and it was here that the 
rally was robbed of the first of a number of poten- 
tially fascinating duels. Billy Coleman had been 
coping in admirable style with his strange car, 
clinging desperately onto the Curley Porsche and 
troubled only by the fact that the Staepelaere car 
was endowed with a little too much oversteer for 
the tight Irish lanes. The widest Dunlops avail- 
able for the rear wheels did not entirely solve this 
problem, but despite an anxious week of frustra- 
tion, Billy was obviously driving with tremendous 
verve. Towards the end of the sixth test, Marble 
Hill, the clutch began to slip and in consequence it 
was adjusted-up at the following service. A few 
hundred yards further on, however, it slipped 
again, anal as the driver began Atlantic Drive for 
the first time (eight miles) the clutch disappeared 
completely along with fourth gear. Billy compen- 
sated by using another 1000rpm and the white 
Motorcraft sponsored Escort caught David 
Agnew on the test! In the final half-mile a notice- 
able vibration began which became quite savage 
as the car staggered away to Glen, now very sick 
indeed. Billy was not a happy man as he watched 
his chance for a hat-trick of Irish internationals 
evaporating. It is very rare for him to spin a car, 
but he managed it at the Church on Glen before 
the clutch exploded violently (this was especially 
hair-raising as the top of the transmission tunnel 
had been removed in readiness for a clutch 
change. Marooned in the stage with just 15 
minutes maximum lateness, that was that. 

The rally suffered further early setbacks when 
Paul Faulkner made an error of judgement on the 
second test at Lough Keel and thumped the left 
front corner hard enough to damage roll bar 
mountings and TCA to the extent that the driver 
was not able to steer the car out of the stage. 
Meanwhile Chris Sclater had cracked the distri- 
butor carrier after a yump on Crocknakilla and he 
estimates that he lost five minutes getting off the 
pone after repeatedly stopping and starting to 
push the vibrating distributor back into its place. 
A neat welding job and a bracket was eyentnaly 
made up to cure the problem. It left Chris wit 
little to lose and he took full advantage of the 
situation. Dessie McCartney was already being 
afflicted by a rally-long misfire which he rapidly 
suspected was a result of a failure in the injector 
perap. In addition, just before the start of Derry- 

laggy 2, the special handbrake calipers jammed 
on. Be had to disconnect them and drive the final 
three stages of the day with three wheel braking, 
a situation which almost caught him out at 
Ramelton, the final test of the day. It was not to 
be Dessie’s rally, but he stuck gamely to his task, 
despite continued and varied problems through- 
out the weekend. 

John Taylor was another in trouble with lack of 
brakes, He completed the final spectator Benge on 
the handbrake having exhausted what little 
reserve remained in the discs. The crew having 
some very fraught moments, as John Jensen, who 
is understandably a little sensitive to these 
things, made mention. It also appeared that the 
notes were not going as well as they might have! 
Mike Rawson an an eventful day in the 
Stockshill Kadett by assaulting a bank in Glen 1 

| and losing 2} minutes as a petrol union pulled off. 
Then on the penultimate test of the day at Lough 
Keel he drove ae seven miles on a flat tyre (the 
first of many) to the finish, deremging the front 
suspension. There was also a severe oil leak from 
the engine. It was the start of a battle with the car 
which lasted until four stages from home on 
Sunday when (presumably as a result of oil 


AUTOSPORT, JUNE 24, 1976 


wy 


ene ee 3, ag 
DESERTS 


Billy Coleman, only minutes away from sad 
retirement. 


starvation) the Opel rudely put a connecting rod 
eeruen the block. 

Friday was a day for settling in to pace notes 
and most competitors were obviously having diffi- 
culty; drivers complaining of taking five years off 
their life expectancy, and co-drivers confessing to 
losing their place and finding the speed over the 
stages very deceptive. As Brian Nelson said as he 
espied this writer talking with Malcolm Neill: ‘‘I 
suppose he’s telling you a load of rubbish .. . he’s 
tried it twice with me already!’ Brian was ob- 
viously one of the fortunate few. 

The Group One scene at the end of the day 
showed Sean Campbell in his customary position 
at tenth overall, first Group One and 61 seconds 
ahead of a very cool Henry Inurrieta. The latter 
was to drive a very calculated and professional 
rally (which has not always been his forté in the 
past — these Spaniards, you know!) although at 
this stage he was under strong pressure from 
Philip McCartan. 

Friday Delonged to Curley and it seemed very 
much as though the rally might as well, so crush- 
ing was “CB’s” return to the ascendant. His lead 
at the end of the day was 2m 28s over Brian 
Nelson(!) who himself had over a minute on Dessie 
McCartney with David Lindsay and John Taylor 
vying for the next two places. Soon Brian would 
be forced to go after Cahal... it was early to bed 
for ‘most crews while journalists and other para- 
sites earnestly (and sometimes emotionally) 
argued and prevaricated over the events of the 
day. Saturday was going to be tough. 


Saturday 


Nineteen stages today; this was the real decider 
and retirements which had been few on the Friday 
now came as an Autumn windfall. As far as the 
leader board was concerned, the most momentus 
of them was that of Cahal Curley. Curley and 
Nelson had been swopping stage times during the 
early part of the morning but just 1} miles into 
Gweebarra bay, Curley had a puncture on the left 
rear wheel. The stage is well over nine miles in 
length but the early section consists of a wide 
road with fast sweeping bends; the sort which 
would allow some room to pull off the road and 
change a tyre. Curley made a fateful decision and 


decided to carry on. After a further mile or so the. 


stage narrows dramatically and it becomes 
difficult to let faster cars through. As the black 
and white Porsche crawled painfully on its way, 
Cahal was forced to pp alover frequently for other 
competitors; he made the mistake of pulling in on 
the left which had the effect of further danagin 
the already very low rear quarter of the car. Wit 
the body now graunching sickeningly on the 
wheel, the wishbone came into contact with the 
tarmac and the prowadmg drainage ditches at the 
side of the road. Eventually it snapped; rapidly 
followed by the trailing arm which was the next 
mechanical casulaty. By the time the car crept out 
of the test, the lead was Nelson’s, for Curley 
needed. electric welding gear which no one, not 
even the cognoscenti at the Doocharry Tavern, 
could provide. It was a sad end to a tremendous 
drive back to the top of Cahal’s form. On Sunday 
night, barefoot in bowls of hot water at 
Rosapenna, he was atill lamenting his decision not 
to stop (he did something similar in Galway). The 
temptation to keep going towards the watch is 
certainly very strong. ... 


ed the day Brian Nelson continued to 
extend his lead over Dessie to well over three 
minutes. McCartney’s day started on a low note 
when the engine belched out all its oil when he 
fired it up to start the morning. A disconnected oil 
pipe was found to be the cause. Still with its 
attendent misfire, and the driver clearly unsettled 
by this early mishap, Dessie was unable to 
challenge the mastery of Nelson who was ticking 
off the stages with computer-like efficiency. Chris 
Sclater went off in the wet on the Second test of 
the morning and lost some 30 seconds, while on 
the same stage John Taylor retired threequarters 
of the way through this rey stage (Reelen 
River) when another engine failure stopped the 
car dead at the side of the road. Number one spark 

lug had blown clean out of the top of the cylinder 

ead! Andy Dawson was now making his move 
towards the front of the field and he was a secure 
third when an oil pipe, continuously chafed by an 
ill-sighted pop-rivet in the rear wheel arch, finally 
burst, giving the crew serious concern on Reelan 
River 2. dhcy: taped up the offending pipe, but on 


Gweebarra Bay, the very next test, Dawson 
noticed oil being umped out of the breather. 
Halfway through Owensee River a piston disinte- 


ive. David Lindsay had meanwhile departed the 
scene with a headgasket failure, and Sean 
Campbell, having split his sump, he thinks 
through contact with the crossmember, pulled off 
on Cloghan 2 having run a main bearing. The 
engine was using so much oil that it was very low 
by the halfway stage of the test. Sean thinks that 
oil surge as a result of the cornering forces was 
just enough, thanks to the low oil level, to run a 

aring — another sad retirement for a man who 
has not finished his last 12 internationals... Sean 
was eighth overall at the time and the retirement 
let in the smooth, unflurried Inurrieta to take 
over G1 in fine aye Saturday evening brought 
to a close another Mike Rawson horro day. The oil 
leak which had now seeped into the clutch, 
became progressively worse all day (he estimated 
the loss at about four pints per stage) and he 
drove two stages with only thrce carburrettor 
chokes in operation. Two further punctures then 
cost him over two minutes. By the end of the day 
the car was handling very strangely due to an im- 
balanced combination of different makes of front 
tyres. Brian Nelson, driving with supreme confi- 

ence, finished Saturday nearly four minutes u 

on McCartney with David Agnew being presse 
hard by Brian Evans in third and fourth places 
respectively. But who was fifth overall? Why, it 
was none other than Paul Windsor in his works- 
type RS1800. Paul Windsor? Correct. Paul has 
been within the ‘twilight zone’ of British stage 
rallying for some years now — his car, an immacu- 
late works-based machine, has always promised 
great things but there has never until now been 
much of note to record. Now, with the experience 
of Tony McMahon beside him, Paul had been 
showing the kind of form which one feels might 
have surprised him almost as much as Tony him- 
self. The latter was full of praise for Paul’s driv- 
ing, which he said was 100 per cent on the notes 
(not an easy feat to accomplish) and the pair had 
not had a single moment in their rapid and 
smooth drive — the Donegal Rally had unearthed 
another hero of the hour. It is clearly a matter of 
confidence with Paul and when the headgasket 
went on the final day with just six stages to go, 
Windsor had more than proved his point. We hope 
that he can now reproduce this tremendous form 
again — full marks to both crew members. 

The Hardcastle Cepri (christened JAWS by the 
Buglies was now without a clutch and just two 
gears remained — second and third. Changing up 
on the move was possible, but the reverse pro- 
cedure was not ... the move was thus the subject 
of much debate between the crew who were now 
doing everything (well, almost everything!) on the 
move. They were pushed out of Parc Fermé, BR- 
style, by the battered Porsche of Emil (‘‘the 
stunter’!), whose retirement was a source of deep 
disappointment to David as well as others! The 
Capri was later to add a failed head gasket to the 
day’s comic opera. 


gated: bringing to a premature end another fine 
r 


Sunday 


Perhaps fittingly, the final day’s principal drama 
was reserved for Brian Nelson. As we 
waited at the sleepy crossroads just a stone’s 
throw from Phonsie McElwee’s little cinema at 
Milford, the news began to filter through that 
Brian was in trouble. Rumours of clutch failure 
prew pooner as crews recounted how they had 
elped push the green and white Porsche on its 
painful journey from the end of Kindrum Lake 
almost as far as its peice oye at Kerrykeel. The 
time was past midday and Milford was bathed in 
sleepy rays of sunshine. At last it was hot, and 
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As the subject of a caption-writing contest, this picture of the winners shows distinct possibilities. 
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Donegal continued 


collie dogs lay spreadeagled at the road side, eyes 
tightly shut, yet. panting in the dust from the 
heat. Perhaps it was just that this village idyll 
was so obviously unprepared for the scene to 
come that made the moments all so tingling with 
drama; but suddenly from the other end of the 
town came a dry rasping roar which grew in 
intensity like aero engines on full boost in a 
power-dive. For an instant one entertained wild 
thoughts of desperate panic as the sound swelled 
to a banshee wail and the ground seemed to shiver 
underfoot; then, there it was. Over the blind brow 
came not one, but two wild, shocking Porsches! 
Side-by-side over the brow they tumbled, lights 
ablaze, hunched, set-faced drivers crouched low in 
their seats. Powering down the slope they blasted 
through the town-traffic as cars, pedestrians and 
dogs cringed with the sound and fury of it all. The 

reen-and-white car faltered momentarily and the 

lack and white one shot through on the outside, 


a cacophany of metallic fury, a blurred streak of 
aggression and power. As the green-and-white 
pa slammed past the wide-eyed marshals, a 

and came out, cards were snatched away into the 
results caravan, and the green-and-white car 
changed down with a thunderous roar and cata- 

ulted out of sight ... who needs special stages!? 

oad racing had come to Milford. The entire 
incident had occupied perhaps three seconds and 
it stunned the watchers who looked at each other 
an instant for mutual reassurance before a ragged 
cheer broke out and several of us jumped in the air 
with unconcealed emotion ... as our American 
friends would say: ‘WOW!’ (we are sure that the 
fact that Phonsie McElwee was showing High 
Noon at the cinema had nothing to do with the 
incident! ) 

The situation was this. Right at the finish of 
Kindrum Lake, the Tuca Tiles Porsche broke the 
output shaft from the differential to the drive 
coupling. The next service point was at Kerrykeel, 
some four miles distant, and of course there was 
only 15 minutes of maximum lateness allowed at 
the next stage. With Malcolm Neill alternately 
pushing with the help of other crews and specta- 
tors, and the car pee 4 down the hills, Nelson 
made it almost to Kerrykeel before they located 
their service crew. At first it was thought that the 
clutch was to blame but jacking up the rear of the 
car found a solution and the driveshaft was 
changed in 10 minutes. At this point, Cahal 
Curley appeared with his Porsche now repaired 


The sight of an on-form Cahal Curley.at full cry is an electrifying one. He set a staggering early pace. 
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and a film cameraman plus camera draped among 
the — of the roll cage in the rear. Yes, Curley 
would gladly act as ‘outrider’ to clear the way of 
traffic to the start of the next stage. As the whirl- 
wind screamed past. us, a conference with Paul 
(“the computer”) Phelan revealed that there 
remained seven minutes for them to cover 2.9 
miles. Too easy on paper, but not in view of those 
incredibly winding 2.9 miles of hairpin roads, and 
the density of traffic that Sunday. Would they 
make it? Gerry Drumm looking casually along the 
skyline remarked dryly — “there’s no smoke on 
the horizon, so they probably did!” Thanks to 
Curley, Brian Nelson was still in the lead of his 
first Thscmnettonal and he made the start of the 
stage with four minutes to spare ... a lucky 
escape. 

Amid the drama of it all, Chris Sclater’s fine 
drive on Sunday has been almost overlooked here; 
so too has Dessie McCartney’s continuing saga of 
trouble, an oil leak onto the manifold,the failure of 
fourth gear, persistent overheating; and the fate 
of Geoff Crabtree who ended a consistent run by 

inning off backwards on Kindrum Lake. ... 
There is a little more space in Special Stage... 


Donegal International Rally 
June 18-20 


une 
1, B. Nelson/M. Neill (Porsche Carrera) 286.03; 
2, D. McCartney/T. Harryman (Porsche Carrera) 289.50; 
3, B. Evans. Holmes (Porsche Carrera) 296.22; 
4, D. Agnew/R. Harkness (Porsche Carrera) 297.27; 
5, N. Smith/J. Greer (Porsche Carrera) 301.23; 
6, G. Hill/P. Valentine (Vauxhall eeerenee. i? 

7, J. McClean/D. Grieve (Porsche rera) 302.39; 8, H. 
Inurrieta/M. Whale (RS2000) 304.27; 9, C. Sclater/P. White 
taal Avenger) 305.04; 10, D. Stokes/S. Bennett (RS1600) 


Group 1 

1, H. Inurrieta/M. Whale (RS2000) 304.27 (8th overall); 2, C. Lord/J. 
Foden (Vauxhall Magnum) 310.52 (11th overall); 3, J. Coyne/P. Potts 
(Chrysler Avenger) 313.02. 


SPECIAL STAGE TIMES 


$S1 Carn Hill: 1, Curley 5.31; 2, Coleman 5.44; 3, McCartney 
5.47; 4, Nelson 5.40; 5, Taylor 5.52. 

$S2 Lough Keel: 1, Curley 8.58; 2, Coleman 9.24; 3, Nelson 9.28; 
4, McCartney 9.29; 5, Agnew 9.42. 

$S3 Glen 1: 1, Curley 5.21; 2, Coleman and Nelson 5.32; 4, 
McCartney 5.39; 5, Lindsay 5.47. 

SS4 Derry laggy 1: 1, Curley 3.15; 2, Nelson 3.21; 3, Coleman 
3.24; 4, Dawson 3.26; 5, McCartney 3.30. 

$S5 Crocknakilla: 1, 7 Ls 2, Coleman 6.38; 3, McCartney 


and Nelson 6.42; 5, Lindsay 
SS6 Marble Hil: 1, Curley 3.08; 2, Coleman 3.11; 3 
and Nelson 3.12; 5, Taylor 3.21. 
$S7 Atlantic Drive 1: 1, McCartney 8.32; 2, Curley 8.34; 3, Nelson 
8.39; 4, Lindsay 8.52; 5, Taylor 8.55. 
_SS8 Glen 2: 1, Curley 5.25; 2, Nelson 5.27; 3, McCartney 5.29; 4, 
Ungeay 5.43, 5, Taylor 5.44. 
SS9 Derrylaggy 2: 1, Curley 3.12; 2, Nelson 3.16; 3 = Taylor, 
Lindsay and Dawson 3.26; 5, Evans 3.28. 
$S10 Lough Keel 2: 1, Curley 9.30; 2, Lindsay 10.08; 3 = Taylor 
and Campbell 10.12; 5, Nelson 10.16. 
$S11 Ramelton: 1, Nelson 1.46; 2, Curley 1.48; 3 = Agnew and 
McCartney 1.50; 5, Evans 1.51. 
$S12 Glenmaquin 1: 1, Dawson 9.57; 2, Nelson 10.13; 3, Curley 
10.18; 4, Sclater 10.34; 5 = McCartney and Evans 10.44. 
$S13 Cloghan 1: 1, Curley 7.04; 2, Nelson 7.11; 3 = Sclater 
McCartney and Crabtree 7.21; 5, Windsor 7.23. 
$S14 Reelan River 1: 1, Curley 13.02; 2, Nelson 13.06; 3, Rawson 
13.19; 4, Windsor 13.30; 5 = Hill and Lindsay 13.35. 
$S15 Glengesh: 1, Nelson 3.11; 2, Curley 3.15; 3, Evans 3.22;4= 
Dawson, Smith and Crabtree 3.24. 
$S16 Bracky Bridge: 1, Nelson 4.24; 2, Curley 4.28: 3, Evans 
4.32; 4, McCartney 4.33; 5 = Dawson, Agnew and Inurrieta 4.38. 
$S17 Rossbeg 1, Nelson 8.34; 2, McCartney 8.40; 3, Curley 8.49; 
4, Evans 9.01; 5, Dawson 9.03. 
$S18 Gweebarra Bay 1: 1, Nelson 8.53; 2, McCartney 9.09; 3= 
Smith and Evans 9.28; 5, Agnew 9.34. 
SS19 Owenwee River 1: 1, Nelson 2.44; 3, McCartney 2.46; 3, 
Smith 2.49; 4, Rawson 2.51; 5, Hill 2.52. 
$S20 Treantagh: 1, Nelson 3.46; 2, McCartney 3.51; 3, Windsor 
4.00; 4, Dawson 4.04; 5, Sclater 4.05. 
$S21 Derryl. 3: 1, Nelson 3.19; 2, McCartney 3.24; 3, Smith 
3.31; 4, Sclater 3.32; 5, Evans 3.33. 
~$S22 Atlantic Drive 2: 1, Nelson 8.31; 2, McCartney 8.36; 3, 
Sclater 8.55; 4 = Dawson, Campbell and Inurrieta 8.58. 
- $$23 Bunlin Bridge: 1, Nelson 10.08; 2, McCartney 10.16; 3, 
Sclater 10.37; 4, Evans 10.45; 5, Agnew 10.46. 
$S$24 Glenmaquin 2: 1, Nelson 9.31; 2, McCartney 9.41; 3, Agnew 
9.55; 4, Sclater 9.56; 5, Evans 9.59. 
$S25 Cloghan 2: 1, Nelson 6.44; 2, McCartney 6.46; 3, Crabtree 
7.00; 4 = Agnew and Sclater 7.01. 
$S26 Reelan River 2: 1, Nelson 12.09; 2, McCartney 12.16; 3, 
Smith 12.35; 4= Dawson, Hill and Stokes 12.49. 
SS27 Gweebarra Bay 2: 1, Nelson 9.49; 2, Inurrieta 9.52; 3, 
Agnew 9.56; 4= McCartney, Crabtree and Stokes 9.57. 
$S28 Owenwee River 2: 1, Sclater 2.55; 2, Hill 3.02; 3 = Bonner 
and Inurrieta 3.03; 5 = Evans, Smith, McCartney and Stokes 3.05. 
$S29 Lennan River: 1, Nelson 4.17; 2, McCartney 4.23; 3, Agnew 
4.25; 4, Sclater 4.31; 5, McDaid 4.32. 
SS30 Rametton: 1, Nelson 1.45; 2, McCartney 1.47; 3 = Evans 
Sclater, Agnew and Smith 1.51; 5, Windsor 1.52. 
$S31 Garrygort 1: 1, McCartney 6.11; 2, Sclater 6.14; 3, Nelson 
6.15; 4, Windsor 6.19; 5, Evans6.22. 
$S32 Glenvar 1: 1, Nelson 11.42; 2, McCartney 11.47; 3, Sclater 
12.15; 4, Evans 12.21; 5, Agnew 12.23. 
$S33 Knockalla 1: 1 = Nelson and McCartney 1.12; 3, Sclater 
1.15;4= Evans and Smith 1.16. 
$S34 Fanad Head 1: pence owing to an accident between a 
marshal's car and that of local spectators). 
SS35 Kindrum Lake 1: 1, Nelson 10.45; 2, Sclater 10.47; 3, 
McCartney 10.50; 4, Evans 11.07; 5, Smith 11.14. 
$S36 Tullagh: 1, Nelson 7.37; 2, McCartney 7.39; 3, Sclater 7.42; 
4, Smith 7.52; 5, Evans 7.54. 
$S37 Atlantic Drive 3: 1, Sclater 8.41; 2 = McCartney and Evans 
8.44; 4, McClean 8.51; 5, Smith 8.58. 
$$39 Glenvar 2: 1, Nelson 12.00; 2, Evans 12.07; 3 = McCartney 
and Agnew 12.19; 5, Smith 12.22. 
$S38 Lough Fern: 1, Sclater 4.19; 2, Nelson 4.20; 3, McCartney 
4.22; 4, Evans 4.26; 5= Agnew and Smith 4.28. : 
$S40 Knockalla 2: 1, McCartney 1.11; 2= Evans and Nelson 1.13; 
4= Hill and Smith 1.16. 
$S41 Fanad Head 2: 1, Nelson 8.46; 2, Evans 8.53; 3, Agnew 8.58; 
4, Sclater 8.59; 5, Hill 9.01. 
S! indrum Lake 2: 1, Sclater 10.54; 2, Nelson 11.09; 3, Evans 
11.10; 4, McCartney 11.11; 5, McClean 11.14. 
$$43 Ganyget : 1, Sclater 6.14; 2, Nelson 6.21; 3, Evans 6.23; 
4, McClean 6.25; 5 = Hill and Smith 6.28. 
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What is really going on between 
Thomas Motors and Billy Coleman? 
Everyone tells a different story 
apart from Thomas Motors them- 
selves who remain tight-lipped and 
refer enquiries to Boreham. Are we 
getting a party line or is all well; was 
it merely a case of Billy’s new car not 
pins ready for Donegal? This in 
itself is fair enough, but why won’t it 
be ready for the Jim Clark either? 
We hear that the Thomas Motors 
connection are unhappy about the 
extent to which the deal costs them 
personally. We also hear rumbles 
that they are unhappy that they are 
not getting value-for-money out of 
Billy this year — although all the 
above is merely hear-say. 

What does Billy feel about it all? 
Last Friday week there was a Ford 
(Ireland) press conference held in 
Dublin at which it was stated that 
Billy would have a new tarmac 
Escort with which to compete on 
Irish tarmac events next year — an 
idea that would obviously appeal to 
him, except for two setbacks — 
firstly that this proclamation was 
apparently made without consulting 
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RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 1976 


David Stokes has moved into an 
—_ point lead in the championship 
after his tenth place in Donegal 
from Castrol/AUTOSPORT _ points. 
challenger, Richard Iliffe. Previous 
championship winners George Hill 
(75) and Tony Drummond (’74) are 
both well in the running with 42 and 
33 points respectively; George Hill 
moving up the league from ninth 
aes after finishing “first non- 

orsche” in sixth position. Another 
fine Vauxhall performance was put 
up by Chris Lord with second place 
in Group 1 behind the flying Anglo- 

aniard from Clapham Common, 

enry Inurrieta. The changes to the 
top places in the various sections of 
the championship are listed below 
(an updated table will be published 
shortly). 


Overall Conners, drivers: 1, David Stokes 
54 points; 2, Richard Iliffe 46; 3, George Hill 42; 
4, Tony Drummond 33; 5, Graham Elsmore 32. 
Co-drivers: 1, Bill Andrews 43; 2, Peter Valentine 
42; 3, Phil Short 33; 4, Stuart Harrold 32; 5, Tony 
McMahon 29. 

Group 1, drivers: 1, Henry Inurrieta 55; 2, Chris 
Lord 45; 3, David Hardcastle 42; 4, Bernard 
Banning 36; 5,Chris Field 36. Co-drivers: 
1, Martin Whale 55; 2, Keith Read 36; 3, Neil 
Wilson 29; 4, Mrs. Kathy Russeck 27; 5, Rob 
Parrott 27. 


Thomas Motors/ Billy Coleman riddle 


him, and secondly that he would 
obviously be worried about the 

rospect of latest modifications not 
ates made to his car if it were to be 
prepared in Ireland. He would not be 


Coleman — which way? 


Stokes leads at halfway 


It’s still close after five rounds 


Burmah regulations out 


@ Regulations are available now for 
the seventh round of the 
Castrol/AUTOSPORT series (also RAC 
championship and The Scotsman 
Scottish ally Championship). 
Secretary of the Meeting is Stuart S. 
I. Parker, 1 Burnhead, Larkhall ML9 
2EQ, Scotland. Ian Muir is once 
again master-mind of the course, and 
he promises at least one completely 
new stage of considerable length. 
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With the possible upgrading of the 
Burmah to international status, the 
organisers are obviously out to 
impress the RAC on as many counts 
as possible and the famous McColl’s 
Hotel apres-rally party will feature 
special professional entertainment 
at “great expense”’ to assist with the 
after midnight sing-along. Other 
features of much more consequence 
include longer stages and more prize 
money. 


happy about competing against 
latest British works ‘spec’ Fords of 
the future if his own car was not up 
to the latest specification itself. 

Billy is supposed to be competing 
on the Jim Clark in his Circuit of 
Ireland winning car (the ex-Roger 
Clark Monte car) but this same car 
has been extensively used for 
“destruction” testing at Bagshot 
and in Wales, and furthermore it has 
seen duty as Roger’s Morocco recce 
car and it now seems that John 
Taylor will be driving this same car 
in the Morocco Rally itself (see story 
elsewhere). We hear that after the 
Welsh session, the shell was almost 
fit for scrap, so presumably it must 
be re-shelled before the Jim Clark. 
... Will Billy continue in the British 
championship with Thomas Motors? 
He has himself professed to be not a 
little disenchanted with that series; 
will he drive selected Irish events for 
Ford of Ireland — obviously an 
attractive idea in theory for both 
parties; especially if the car made 
regular visits to Boreham for atten- 
tion; or will Billy simply go back to 
his first love — farming? 


WORLD RALLY © 
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edited by Peter Newton 


John Taylor — last minute entry. 


Taylor Joins 
Ford’s team 


Latest addition to the Ford works 
team in Morocco is none other than 
John Taylor who flew out there on 
Monday, following a rather un-’ 
successful visit to Donegal. John will 
be driving one of the Boreham recce 
cars (probably Roger’s) and co-driver 
will be a certain unknown journalist 
called Mike Greasley. 


Lakeland news 


®@ Eighth round of the 
Castrol/AUTOSPORT series is the 
Lakeland Stages Rally, organised 
a by the Morecambe CC and 

irkby Lonsdale MC. Starting and 
finishing at Kendal (terminating at 
the recently extended Woolpack 
Hotel, a favourite haunt of Special 
Stage operatives) the Lakeland 
Stages will feature longer and more 
numerous stages and a reduced road 
mileage. The rally is supported by 
the Lakeland Motor Company Ltd., 
Ford Dealers, who are also planning 
to host a forum on the eve of the 
event. 

Fifty miles of special stages are on 
the agenda (90 percent in the 
forests). Intending competitors are 
asked to sort out their entries early, 
if only to take advantage of special 
dinner bed and breakfast rates at the 
Woolpack. Regulations come from: 
Secretary of the Meeting, Brian 
Snape, 22 Church Lane, Mellor, 
Blackburn, Lancs. SAEs _ are 
required. 


Lombard RAC 


San Remo 
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Fergusson’s Festival mud-bath 


Last weekend’s Bath MC Festival 
stages was won by John Fergusson/ 
J. Billett in their RS1600 from Terry 
Kaby, who with Brian Rainbow 
brought out their familiar 1293 
Cooper S to finish ahead of Terry 
Nicholas/Terry Shaul (Escort TC). 

The rally was run very com- 
petently by the Bath MC despite 
atrocious conditions — one stage 
having to be cancelled owing to the 
arrows being washed away. The 
stages in general were also excellent 
with only two farm tracks which in 
any case were not overly rough. 
Forests such as King Alfred’s Tower 
and Wareham, etc, were used intel- 
ligently and there were no timing 
problems to speak of although a 
number of competitors were disquali- 
fied for not bookin, 
service time controls — which was 
mandatory even if a competitor had 
not been servicin e 

Leader of the Triple C champion- 
ship, John Lloyd, stays in front of 
the pack despite being sent home at 
Serntinceringfowmy to the fact that 
he was displaying the wrong tax disc 
on his Imp. Apparently his wife had 
mixed up the tax discs and Lloyd 
was reportedly seeking legal advice 
as to whether this was grounds for 
divorce! 

One of the most spectacular sights 
of the day was that of Tony Fowkes, 


Pierson leads 
from Stokes 
in Wales 


Road rallying in Wales has always 
been a complicated pastime, and 
with the advent and subsequent 
popularisation of special stage 
rallies, the Welsh have still managed 
to keep their stage and road affairs 
fairly involved. News from the Welsh 
Association of Motor Clubs states 
that in the Chequered Flag (Caer- 
philly) Stage series, Frank Pierson 
and Arthur Brick now have a slight 
lead over David Stokes — and 
Pierson hopes to increase this on the 
Rali Bro Myrddin this weekend. 
Stokes has not entered. 

In the SWAC/Welsh Association 
Road Championship there is a battle 
raging between the first five drivers 
(leader Howard Davies) and, with 
four events’ in July, things are 
certainly going to be hectic down the 
lanes. In the Cub Team Champion- 
ship, dominated by Port Talbot MC 
for the past nine years, the lead is 
held by Hereford MC on 57 pots 
from Teify Valley on 44. Port Talbot 
are, however, handily positioned in 
third place. 


@ We have been informed that the 
sponsors of the Summer Sort Out 
stages have just withdrawn their 
support from the rally which is 
scheduled for August 22nd. How- 
ever the rally is going ahead as 
planned and regs will be available 
early next month from Henry Green- 
wood, c/o Redifusion, North Street, 
Woking, Surrey. The rally has over 
40 miles of pepe in the Camberley 
area, some 25 of which will be in local 
forests. 
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into and out of. 


dressed as a sporting gentleman in 
collar and tie, who was acting as 
Course opener with his amazing 
Tour of Britain Mercedes Benz 
450SLC automatic. We gather that 
virtually all that was to be heard was 
the hiss of the power steering! 


= + 
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Ypres—Close 
for Britain 


The 24 Hours of Ypres starts this 
Friday (tomorrow) from the town’s 
market place at 20.30. At no point on 
the route is the rally more than 20 
kilometres from the town. Since 
practically every control is sited 
outside a café, the organisers have 


had 4,000,000 beer mats printed 
especially for the event. The rally 
finishes at 04.15 on Sunday. The top 
ten for this ECR coefficient 3 event 
is as follows: 

1, Rohri/Pitz (Kadett GTE); 2, Staepelaere/ 
“Vaillant” (S180 3, Mordacq/Bret Porsche 
Carrera); 4, Zanini/Petisco (SEAT 1430S); 5, Saby/ 
Titber (Alpine A110); 6, Didi/Lux Fiat Math 7, 
Schewe/Witte (Porsche Bettis! 8, Canelas/ 
Ferrater (SEA’ rahi d 9, Plas/Doum (Renault 
17), 10, Soldini/Sekhmet (Lancia Stratos). 

Lars Carlsson is at 11 and prin- 
cipal British entrant is Russell Close 
who starts at number 34 accom 

anied by Martin Holmes. Since 

pres is only 43kms SE of Dunkirk, 
it would be perfectly possible to 
spend a weekend spectating there. 

Rally cars return to Ypres once in 
the middle of the first night and 
twice in the middle of the second. 
Pare Fermé and servicing all take 
pee in the centre of Ypres where no 

less than 19 cafés will be fitted out 
with closed circuit TV and video 
action clips from the rally. 


@ Saturday, July 24, is the date for 
the Hawick and Border CC’s 
“Border Counties ’76” rally, a round 
of the ANECCC championship and 
also a “challengers” round of the 
Scotsman Scottish series. Forty of 
the 50 stage miles will be in the 
forests of the Tweed Valley area, the 
other miles made up of fast whites. 
Event secretary is: Mrs. S. C. 
MacFarlane, 21 Ladylands Terrace, 
Selkirk TD7 4BB. Telephone 0750 
20838. 


Tony’s old RS1600 made an appear. 
ance in the hands of Chris McAuliffe, 
and the car finished a creditable 
fifth. Tony Morris in the Piranha 
Ignition RS1600 finished out of the 
major points after putting his car 
into a tree. 


Chris McAuliffe at speed in Merehead quarry with Fowkes'’ old car. 


series rally, the Rali 
(BTRDA 
follows: 
1, John Eaton; 2, Randolph Whittall-Williams; 
3, Geoff Simpson; 4, Dai Roderick; 5, Frank 
Pierson; 6,Laurie Richards; 7, Tony Morris; 
4 Roger Davies; 9, David Grainger; 10, Terry 
rown. 


old Star round 6) are as 


Graham Elsmore — last minute 
entry on the Rali Bro Myrddin at 
number ‘0’. Graham has borrowed 
the 2-litre, Gwalia Van Hire RS1600 
for the occasion. 
—e— 


@ Top seeds for this weekend’s 
Chequered Flag Caerphilly) Stage 
ro Myrddin 


Rally stars 
on the Tour 


Top seeds for the Texaco Tour of 
Britain areas follows: 
1, James_ Hunt/Noel Edmonds 


‘auxhall 


Gordon Spice/Stanley Robinson ey re 
; 2, Ari 


15, —; 16, Ronnie 
erry Harryman (RS2000); 17, Barrie 
Williams/George Topp (RS2000); 18, Denny 
Hulme/Pete oe (car still negotiableé!); 19, Tony 
Fowkes/Jonathan Ashman (Mercedes 450 SLC); 
20, Colin Malkin/John Foden (Dolomite Sprint). 
Seven Norwegians will be in 
attendance along with one French- 
man. In addition Richard Iliffe will 
be driving a McGills of St Albans 
prepared Opel Kadett GTE. Roger 
lark and Timo Makinen’s RS2000s 
are respectively sponsored by 
Wightam-Poland (insurance) and the 
Sanitas Group. Vatanen’s car will be 
in APG colours as usual. There ar, 
now a total of 96 entries for the Tour 
which starts on Friday, July 9. 


@ H.R.H. Prince Michael of Kent 
will be back behind the wheel of an 
Escort RS2000 for the Texaco Tour 
of Britain. Co-driving will be Nigel 
Clarkson. The car will be entered by 
F. English of Bournemouth. 


Mixed bag 


A dynamic team has been assembled 
by Woolworth, for one of their 
sporadic sorties into motor sport; 
this time the Texaco Tour. A team of 
three Escort RS2000s are to be 
driven by Dessie McCartney, Henry 
Inurrieta and Roger Clark protégé, 
Glen Mitton. The cars will be entered 
under the “Winfield Oil at Wool- 
worth’ banner and Lloyds of 
Stafford (who have _ prepared 
McCartney’s and Mitton’s cars) will 
be providing service facilities. 


Forests for 
C. of Wicklow 


Regulations for the Gulf Motor Oil 
Circuit of Wicklow, to be held on the 
24th July have now been produced. 
The event, with porous sponsor- 
ship from Messrs. P. R. Reilly offers 
prize money of nearly £600 and 
awards for both drivers and navi- 


gators. Theroute will cover about 165 
miles of which 90 miles comprises 
stages. The usual tarmac stages will 
include the Glen of Imaal, Church 
Mountain, Glenasmole, Sally Gap 
and some new ones which are 


@ Details for the Carmarthen MC’s 
ATS Stages Rally (August 7th) in- 
clude that the event will boast 63 
stage miles with only 65 link miles; 
the stages on Forestry Commission 
or Economic Forestry Group land. 
This Welsh Stage Championship 
counter is scheduled to start from 
Carmarthen and finish in 
Llandovery. First overall receives 
£100 plus a free entry on the Tour of 
Eppynt. Regulations are available 
from: Selwyn Thomas, 151 Dolau 
Fan, Buryport, Llanelli. Telephone 
Buryport 2942. 


reckoned to be up to Circuit of 
Ireland requirements. Some forest 
stages will be thrown in for good 
measure just to makeit interesting. 
Regulations are available from 
Bob Elliott, 23 Rushbrook Court, 
Templeogue, Dublin 12. 


@ Current leader in the Welsh road 
rally championship, Howard Davies, 
of Newbridge, will be driving a 
Vauxhall Chevette for Hutchings 
Garages of Rhondda for the rest of 
the season. The group one car will be 
used on selected events but Howard 
is keeping his RS2000. 
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Out of luck again; Dessie eel lad 
second place witha sick carin Doneg 
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@ Just one of the excellent services 
rendered the Donegal rally 
officials is that offered to press, 
competitors and spectators alike; 
“Plum” dall’s notorious 
“Ballyraine Bugle” is not only 
highly amusing in parts, it is also 
surprisingly accurate, atributetothe 
hard werk put in by “Plum” and his 
assistants, one of whom this year 
was none other than a relaxed and 
smiling Peter Allen, this year’s Clerk 
of the Course for the Circuit of 
Ireland. The final entry in the Bugle 
broadsheet this year goes as follows; 
“So God has won and the Lord was 
second... God being Malcolm Neill 
who pace-noted Brian Nelson to their 
fabulous victory, and the Lord being 
Chris Lord who was second in Group 
One — with the devil as co-driver.” 
The devil as if you couldn’t have 
guessed was John Foden the peri- 
patetic Coleshill court jester! 


®@ Chris Lord got to grips with his 
Elgam Organs Vauxhall in Donegal, 
and by Sunday Foden was reading 
the notes the right way up, so the 
times became even more impressive! 
‘El Gam’ the famous Spanish 
gobbler (copyright Plum Tyndall) 
was certainly on the move. 


@ The two heroes of Donegal last 
weekend (besides the winner) were 
undoubtedly Henry Inurrieta, who 
drove with calculated reserve 
(despite the fact that he thought his 
new Firestone radial racers were 
slower than the older types he was 
using on the Circuit) to win Group 
One after a very professional per- 
formance which included extensive 
preventative maintenance on the 
car... 

And Paul Windsor who finally 
showed just what he is capable of 
with an experienced co-driver to give 
him the right kind of confidence and 
information. Paul’s drive with the 
David Rees entered RS1800 last 
weekend was a real revelation, long 
may it continue! 


@ George Hill ran out of Goodyears 
on Samay (the hot dry roads sort 
out intermediate compounds in no 
time) so he had to complete the rally 
courtesy of an unmentionable manu- 
facturer and a very friendly man 
rumoured to have a beard who also 
smiled on other cars with strange 
sign-writing plastered down their 
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Donegal 
dronings 


flanks. George however sustained an 
unfortunate puncture on Atlantic 
Drive (SS 37) which he thnks may 
have lost him fifth overall to Noel 
Smith's Carrera. 

@ David Stokes had another steady 
run in the ex-Adrian Boyd RS1600 
(REV 120K) to 10th overall in 
Donegal. By Sunday he seemed to 
have grasped the pace notes idea toa 
greater extent, and his biggest 
moment came when he was forced to 
finish a stage with a screw driver 
keeping the steering arm in its pivot 


oe ea 


The knowldale MC lives! Derek Pick 
as a bolt had sheared. He also 
managed a wall of death act on SS38 
when he hit the bank at 80mph but 
continued without incident. This 
event was the last that he will be 
doing with this tired old shell and the 
innards are now scheduled for a 
newer home. David has acquired a 
good condition ex-Rockey shell for 
this purpose. 
@ Philip McCartan, who had been 
going very well in Group One, broke 
is gearbox after Knockalla on 
Sunday — so he changed it courtesy 
of Mr Henry Inurrieta who just 
happened to have one spate. Despite 
the fact that the Fanad Head stage 
was cancelled owing to an accident 
between a marshal’s car and that ofa 
local Be pegs oy before the first car 
arrived at the stage; Philip failed to 
reach Kindrum Lake in time. 
@ Chris Sclater’s second “off” which 
occurred on Glenvar 2, just four 
stages from the finish after a 
meteoric drive on Sunday, was by a 


Two ways to manage a corner. Above: Henry Inurrieta on his way to a 
resounding Group One win. ... 
spectacular approach! 


while below: John Connor tries a more 


up takes his name quite literally here. 


ce :) 


strange irony a scant 300 yards from 
where he went off in the RS1600 at 
Easter in 1971, handing the Circuit 
of Ireland to Adrian Boyd. 


@ Robert Ward was an unfortunate 
casualty in Group One on Saturday 
when he retired the ex-John Handle 
Dolomite racer with a broken half- 
shaft after 19 stages. 


@ We forgot to mention that“sJaws’” 
problems started almost immedi- 
ately on the first day when the Hard- 
castle gearlever broke, leaving him 
avery little knob to play with.... 


@ Finally no apologies for re-printing 
in full this amazing story from the 
Buglers: “This story is so amazing 
that most of you are going to think it 
is a figment of Plum’s alcoholic 
imagination. At no. 60 in your 
Donegal Rally programme is Joseph 
Nagy-Mangan. Joseph belongs to 
him, Nagy to Rumania and Mangan 
aoe Irish family who have adopted 


“In 1978 when one of the chief teat 
fondlers in the Milk Marketing 
Board dropped the chequered flag as 
the finishers of the milk cycle-race 

ed across the line, he nearly spilt 
his pinta because Joseph just kept 
on riding and pedalled his way to 
freedom with the sum total of his 
worldly goods being a pes bes the 

ear he was in, and two phrases in 
nglish — “‘help’’ and “I love you’. 
e has found his way to Ireland 
and since then we have learnt a lot 
more about this amazing defector. 
One of his main achievements before 
crossing the Iron Curtain was that 
he had been the Rumanian Rally 
champion, and if enthusiasm is any- 
thing to go by, Joseph is going to 
make a big name for himself in this 
part of the world. (Later .. .) 

It was Michael O’Carroll (of RTE) 
who took up Joseph’s cause and u 
till four hours ago all that he ha 
was an entry. By lunch time, he had 
bought a car (Mervyn Johnston’s 
1293 Cooper S) and now all he needs 
is a co-driver. (Later that day 
still...) 

Our Rumanian friend has now 
found a co-driver and would you 
believe, it is the Rev. Brian 
Johnston, the rector of Portnoo, who 
is going to have a hard job con- 
verting our friend to Christianity as 
he hardly speaks a word of English. 
The crew are being sponsored by the 
Beach Hotel Downings. (Even later 
still that day...) 

Josef Nagy-Mangan and the Rev. 
Brian Johnston have had a short but 


-sweet rally because Josef put the 


Mini in a ditch well and truly on 
stage 5 and so endeth the lesson for 
the Portnoo Padre and one of the 
most bizarre stories ever related in 
the Ballyraine Bugle.” 
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Alister Dougla 


DOUNE 


Much ADO 
in Scotland 


Alister Douglas-Osborn took his third out- 
right hill record in three weeks at Doune last 
Sunday, when he took his Motosail Jersey 
Pilbeam R22 up the narrow Scottish hill in a 
shattering 40.15s. With the track in less 
than perfect condition and practice made 
extremely difficult by intermittent showers, 
ADO completely dominated the competitive 
part of the meeting. Mike MacDowel’s Ralt 
came through to an excellent second place in 
the class runs, while Roy Lane found the big 
Fenny Marine GM1 enough of a handful to 
prevent him getting above third place. In 
the championship runs, Lane and MacDowel 
reversed their positions, the 1975 Champion 
0.7sec off his old record and exactly 1.1secs 
behind Douglas-Osborn. 


With the Lothian Car Club taking over the full 
promotion and organization of the Doune Hill- 
climb for the first time, it was a pity that their 
enterprise was bedevilled by so many unexpected 
snags in what has previously been a well-orga- 
nized and smoothly run event. Accidents apart — 
and these were remarkably few in relation to the 
treacherous conditions early on — the most re- 
assuring part of the meeting was the ever friendly 
and efficient organization of Club Secretary 
Norman Thomson, whose efforts must surely be 
rewarded by improvements before the September 
National meeting takes place. 

Norman Insch pot — his authorit: 
on the 1300cc Special Saloon class when he too 
his Cooper S up the hill in 52.86s, only for Richard 
Gauld’s well-driven Sunbeam Stiletto to take over 
the lead on the second runs with 52.24. Clearl: 
determined to have the class award, Ins 
promptly took another second off his previous 
time to set a new class record at 51.83. Another 
Chrysler product, this time the Imp of Colin 
Richardson, had no problems in taking the class 
for small roadgoing saloons, significantly faster 
than John Howat’s Escort, which won the un- 
limited saloon class. 

Having lost his unbeaten record at Pontypool 
last weekend, Russ Ward again faced tough oppo- 
sition in the 1300cc modsports category, even- 
tually taking a close third place with 48.85 after 
spinning the Sprite on his first run. This time it 
was the two Davrian-Imps which prevented the 
RAC Leaders Championship leader from taking 
his customary maximum points, Barrogill Angus 
taking an extremely impressive win from the 1.1 
Mk 5 version of John Kirk. The roadgoing section 
of this class went to the extremely lively Tokheim 
Midget of Tom Macmillan. 

The 1600cc modsports award went to the Lotus 
7 of David Milne, while in the unlimited capacity 
class a —_ group of fellow competitors just had 
to sit back and let Kenny Allan take a decisive 
4secs win in his circuit racing Clan Crusader, the 
rest of the pack being led home by the Porsche 
911S of Olly Ross on 53.57. Norrie Galbraith’s 
Daren made two good climbs to take the amal- 
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; \ eyes ak a rs md 
s-Osborn's tidy second climb reduced the hill record to 40.69s. 


= sports-racing car class from John 
tuart’s re-engined Martin BM8. 

Chris Dowson made an excellent first appear- 
ance at Doune to take his Penrhos Wine Company 
Brabham BT15 to a win in the 1100cc racing car 
class, having some two-thirds of a second in hand 
over the tiny 245cc Motus Mk7 of Douglas Thom- 
son — a device which has been the cause of con- 
siderable controversy within the Lothian club. 
The other part of the Thomson challenge, brother 
Alan, had no easy task in winning the 1600cc 
class with his Chevron B17, his second run time 
demoting former class leader Rob Turnbull (B&W 
Motors Brabham BT35) to an extremely well- 
deserved second place on what was his first ever 
drive on the Scottish hill (43.80). 

During the wet practice runs on Saturday, 
Chris Cramer in the Grunhalle Lager March 76A 
had clearly dominated his rivals, but an incident 
on his first class run, when he slid off the course in 
the field just after Junction and damaged the 
nosecone, gave Alister Douglas-Osborn just the 
opportunity he needed and he fairly threw the Pil- 
beam at the hill, recording first 41.87 and then as 
conditions improved a new class record of 40.69 — 
times which none of his rivals could approach. 
Former Champion Mike MacDowel had been 
second to Cramer in practice, but slid the car onto 
the grass at the top of East Brae, totally destroy- 
ing the Ralt’s fibreglass nose on the badly posi- 
tioned “braking” markers. With the generous 
assistance of Ken MacMaster, MacDowel’s car 
was rebuilt with a spare Modus nosecone and then 
preceded at unabated pace to take second place in 
class with 42.088 — perhaps being correctly 
classified as a Malt? Record holder Roy Lane 
seemed to be having traction problems with the 
Fenny Marine and found himself in an unusually 
lowly third place on 42.39, followed by John 
Cussins’s mighty 5.7-litre Chevron B32 (42.67), 
Sir Nick Williamson in the F1 March 741 (43.05) 
and Cramer (43.20), who was running his shorter 
aerodynamic set-up after a rapid paddock rebuild. 

A class for Frazer Nash cars, which was won 
with ease by Dick Smith’s 1.6 Super Sports 
model, provided a suitable change of pace before 
the hill once again echoed to the excitement of the 
championship runs, led off by Turnbull. Normally 
smooth, Turnbull set out to break all records, 


Norrie Galbrai 
"Ty 
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th made two good climbs to take the amalgamated sports-racing class. 


arriving at the top of East Brae so quickly that 
the Brabham twitched away from him and he 
spun harmlessly onto the grass. An even more 
spirited second climb saw Turnbull safely power 
across the linein 43.09. 

Martyn Griffiths never really settled into the 
Severn Advertising March 74B, his chances of 
improving during the second runs disappearing 
with a broken driveshaft on the startline. Alan 
Thomson must know the Doune hillclimb like the 
back of his hand but found that he couldn’t 
improve on his qualifying time and had to settle 
for tenth place. Ken MacMaster used two diffe- 
rent styles in the Modus M4, the first, his normal 
smooth and well-controlled drive, giving 42.53, 
while a fine tail-twitching and sliding run through 
ns final Esses improved this to 42.25 and sixth 
place. 

Cramer qualified the March 76A with a clean 
43.20 and then cut this down to 42.14 on his first 
run despite a really tail-happy ascent of the hill at 
East Brae. His second Aas looked much faster, 
but a couple of moments in the field lost a great 
deal of time so he could only improve to 42.10 and 
fifth. Cussins had a good weekend in the W&G 
Chevron, using its tremendous power gently and 
keeping the car moving well. His 42.25 was the 
same as MacMaster (the verdict going to the 
Modus driver on aggregate and pushing Cussins 
down to seventh). Williamson looked very fast as 
the March came out of the Tunnel and across East 
Brae, but it was all to no avail when the tail 
flicked out and the car spun at the top of the rise. 
His second run was made more difficult by an in- 
operative clutch release bearing, but even so the 
former hill record holder made no mistakes to slot 
into fourth place. 

Lane qualified the McRae well off his own 
record and the big car took longer than normal to 
settle on line at East Brae, and evena great sur; 
of power through the tightly fenced Esses cou 
on ly get him a time of 41.25. His second run pro- 
du no improvement, so he had to take second 
in the gr | runs for the third successive 
meeting. MacDowel likes tight corners which put 
emphasis on car control, and he proved this on the 
confined stretches of the hill with a stylish 41.94, 
giving him an excellent third place. 

Douglas-Osborn only needed one timed run to 
take a massive chunk out of Lane’s old hill record 
with a superbly controlled and sensationally rapid 
40.15. Alister has now really made his point, for 
with three wins in five meetings and a round in 
hand over all his rivals, he must have an outstand- 
ing chance of taking the RAC title from Lane. 


BOB COOPER 


BTD: Alister Dae aon (3.0 Pilbeam-Ford/Cosworth DFV 
R22), 40.15s (new hill record). 

Class winners: Norman Insch (1.3 Mini-Cooper S), 51.83s; Colin 
Richardson (1.0 Hillman Imp) 54.21s; John Howat (2.0 Ford Escort), 
55.21s; Mik 9 see (1.0 Davrian-Imp), 47.33s (record); Tom 
Macmillan (1.3 MG Midget), 53.75s; David Milne as Lotus 7), 
53.19s; Ken Allan (Clan Crusader) 49.48s; Norrie Galbraith (1.3 
Daren 2B) 47.18s; John Stuart (1.8 Martin BM8) 48.06s; Chris 
Dowson (1.1 Brabham BT15) 49.32s; Alan Thomson (1.6 Chevron 
B17) 43.38s; ey nna oy 40.69s (record); Dick Smith (1.5 
Frazer Nash Super ports), 62.22s. 

RAC Ch nship runs: 1, Douglas-Osborn, 40.15s; 2, Roy Lane 
(5.0 Fenny Marine-Chevrolet GM1), 41.25s; 3, Michael MacDowel 
a Ralt RT1), 41.94s; 4, Sir Nicholas Williamson (3.0 March- 

‘ord/Cosworth DFV 741), 41.98s; 5, Chris Cramer (3.4 March-Ford 
76A), 42.10s; 6, Ken MacMaster (2.2 Modus-Hart M4), 42.25s; 7, 
John Cussins (5.7 Chevron-Chevrolet B32), 42.25s; 8, Martyn 
Griffiths (2.2 March-Hart 74B), 43.01s; 9, Rob Turnbull (1.6 
pectin BT15), 43.09s; 10, Alan Thomson (1.6 Chevron-Ford 

. 43.415. 

RAC Championships positions after six rounds: 1, R. Lane 56pts; 
2, A. Douglas-Osborn 44; 3, Sir N. Williamson 39; 4, C. Cramer 35;5, 
K. MacMaster 33; 6, D. Franklin 29; 7, M. Griffiths 24; 8, J. Cussins 
24; 9, M. MacDowel 19; 10, R. Turnbull 11. 

RAC Leaders Championship positions after six rounds: 1, R. Ward 
49 pts; 2, C. Dowson 45; 3, J. Meredith 36; 4, M. White 31; 5, S. 
Watts 27; 6, D. Welch 25. 
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men to watch 


JOHN BRIGHT 


Bidding fair to take over the mantle of Geoff Lees 
as Royale’s leading driver this year is 26-year-old 
Leicester driver John Bright who, after several 
seasons in obsolete Formula Ford machinery, has 
now acquired the very latest in RP21s. He has 
also decided that the cheapest way to go motor 
racing, even at FF 1600 level, is to do it full time, 
pointing out for example that the cost of a new 
nosecone is probably more than he could earn in a 
week so he is better off spending his time making 
or mending one himself than paying someone else 
to doit for him. 

John’s father is managing director of a 
company which manufactures heating and venti- 
lating equipment and it was while serving a six 
year apprenticeship as a design engineer that he 
picked up valuable expertise which helps him in 
the building and maintenance of racing cars. His 
first job, when the ppproneesEn was over, was 
with Marque Cars of Leicester preparing Jeff 
Ward’s Imp and in his spare time he built up a 
Lotus Seven from a £100 wreck. He moved to 
Tom Wheatcroft’s museum as a restorer of the 
exhibits at a time when Roger Williamson was 
ruling the roost in F3 with Tom’s GRDs and 
Marches. It was during this time that the desire 
to go racing himself took hold.and he swapped the 
whole Lotus for the engine and gearbox from 
Richard Dutton’s already dated Rod Pickering- 
built BPG, The chassis was acquired only after 
Barclays Bank had been persuaded to invest £250 
in motor racing! This car, which was raced on the 
same set of Avon cross plies for two years, 
eventually brought John one win in the wet on the 
Mallory Park short circuit and was regularly 
thrashed round the Northern circuits. 

After two years of this John decided to find 
something better (by then not a difficult task) 
although funds only ran to one of the original 
Merlyn Mk IIs. Despite its age, this car almost 
always finished in the points in championshi 
races although its five wins in 1974 were outside 
the main races. By the middle of 1975, however, 
John realised that he was not goin to progress 
any further with his old car and a Mea was done 
with Alan Cornock to rebuild one of Rad 
Dougall’s write offs although, in the end, most of 
the car was new. 

The Royale was not an immediate sensation but 
the wins continued to come and, this year, with a 
new chassis John has been one of the very front 
runners at almost every race he has contested, 
with several notable wins to his credit. He is full 
of praise for the way in which Cornock and Rory 
Byrne help with their attitude towards his racing 
and in return he does what he can to increase 
Royale sales. ’ IT 
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PHIL SANDHAM 


Once described as the “fastest hod-carrier in the 
north”, 27-year-old Phil Sandham (who is a fore- 
man bricklayer in his father’s building firm) is 
currently experiencing the fruits of success in 
rallying, rewards which have steadfastly eluded 
him for the majority of his four-year career in the 
sport. 

The younger brother of Bill Sandham, a well- 
known figure in motor sport organization in the 
north, Phil started his competition activity by 
“pylon-bashing” in autotests. An attempt was 
made to break into tally nig with an entry on the 
1972 Ribble, driving a 997 Cooper S. The year was 
spent in gaining experience, and in climbing 

rough the ranks of the Novice and Semi-Export 
categories. The snowy 1973 Mini-Miglia, then an 
event for Group 1 cars only and a round of the 
Mexico championship, saw Phil team up with IIlu- 
minations organizer Stephen Bye. This combina- 
tion, plus Phil’s wife’s faithful shopping Mini 
1000, scored an incredible class win and eighth 
overall, heading the Mexico of Kevin Videan! 

Fired by this result, Phil dropped a 1293 motor 
in the Cooper, along with an LSD, the resultant 
handling being temperamental as several well- 
known navigators recall. The life span of the car 
was rapidly approaching termination, however, 
and in true dedicated fashion both his own rally 
car and the wife’s ‘‘shopper” were sold and Ray 
Holland’s ANWCC championship winning G1 
Firenza was purchased, in order to have the reli- 
ability of G1 while running a different marque to 
the ever-popular Ford. Sadly, the car’s previous 
reliability seemed to disappear with the change of 
owner, and several nigglmg problems caused no 
even than 10 retirements, usually when well- 
placed. 

Phil’s luck changed with a dual sponsorship 
deal, involving his home town’s local newspaper 
The Morecambe Visitor and the Lancaster Vaux- 
hall dealers, Atkinsons Garages. Steady runs on 
the Tour of Cumbria and the Towers Leck 

receded a well-deserved win on the Navigators 

ally. A recent spate of axle problems has led to 
the investigation of the possibilities of fitting a 
Jaguar back axle to the Firenza, this unit being 
capable of taking 200bhp plus. 

e thing that Phil does not suffer from is a 
lack of support at home as his wife Ronnie 
(Veronica) is also involved in motor sport and is a 
knowledgeable and enthusiastic follower of her 
husband's sport. Phil plans to contest the ANCC 
cham ual: plus as many Motoring News 
rounds as he can fit in. As an enthusiastic 
clubman, Phil Sandham has already tasted 
success: 1976 should see a lot more recognition 
now that his car seems eventually to have 
regained some of its former reliability. DO 
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JIM EVANS 


Jim Evans describes himself as ‘‘an amateur just 
trying to make up for lack of finance with engi- 
neering ability’. Six straight wins in Northern 
Special Saloon races earlier this season with the 
deceptively silent AET Engineering-backed 
Escort RS2000 Turbo demonstrate that he has 
succeeded in his aim. Jim is a 32-year-old com- 
puting engineer and is Data Processing Manager 
at the EGB’s power station at Drax near Selby, 
although he hails from St. Bees in Cumbria. 

He had a common introduction to motor sport: 
‘Always mad on cars; played about with father’s 
bikes and cars, then built a kart at school’. He 
used to be keener on motor cycles and at the age 
of 18 he débuted at Oulton Park on a 1948 350 
Velocette. He “progressed up through the ranks 
to a Manx-Norton I couldn’t afford to run,” and in 
later years had success with three-wheelers, 
winning nine out of 14 races in 1971. Meanwhile, 
in 1969, he had given some help to Clubmans 
driver John Holroyd, once having a rapid run in 
John’s Lotus 7, and drove the Tony Tait/Geoff 
Poad Cooper S in his first car race, finishing 
second to Eric Smith at Croft. 

It was not until 1973 that Jim seriously took to 
Special Saloon racing, a category which rewards 
mechanical ingenuity, first with a 1000cc Anglia 
and then the Escort which was then an innocuous 
1967 shell with 1300 d/d pushrod engine, but 
which gave him two wins in this form. The turbo- 
charged engine was decided upon in order to be 
competitive under Superloon regs without pro- 
hibitive ee peiae: At first only the turbo and 15ins 
rear wheels appeared as radical steps, the car 
always having good brakes. Since then develop- 
ment has been continuous. The engine was moved 
back a couple of feet for 1975 (causing twelve 
months work to make it handle as well as before!), 
and an E-type ‘box and Capri LSD were 
employed. Towards the end of last year four races 
yielded four poles, four wins and four fastest laps. 
Over the winter Tony Taylor and AET joined the 
project, and recent developments have included a 

‘ully-floating Cologne Capri axle (expensive!), an 

exhaust wastegate, an inter-cooler (‘‘disas- 
trous!”’), and a lowered roll centre with stiffer 
springs. Boost pressure is now 18psi and the 
engine produces 350bhp at 6500rpm. 

Jim holds decided views about Special Saloons, 
feeling that the more outrageous “fake’’ Super- 
loons prove very little, and would support a rim 
width limit of about 12ins to Sie equalize per- 
formances. He is a family man with two children. 
He avers that he will not race indefinitely but 
would “like to own and drive a proper single 
seater before I finish’. Jim Evans takes a pride in 
his practical engineering ability, but many 
Northern drivers and observers feel that he is also 
one of the most talented drivers in Northern club 
rac 
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Leading the second 20-lap heat, Michel Leclere’s Elf-Renault is hounded by eventual winner Hans Stuck’s March-BMW. 


Game, set and match to Stuck 


Local hero Hans Stuck scores his second convincing win of the year — Leclére heads the Renault 
challenge — Tambay retakes series lead — Report: CHRIS WITTY — Photography:: JEFF HUTCHINSON 


With Wimbledon now upon us, last weekend 
Hans-Joachim Stuck made it three games all 
in the BMW versus Renault battle which 
exists in Formula 2 this year. Stuck was the 
complete master of this particular match. 
He served the expected ace during the 
second practice session to claim his 
customary place on the Hockenheim pole, 
although two off-course excursions had to 
be encountered before he eventually got 
there. The German, driving his Jager- 
meister-backed, works-prepared March- 
BMW 762, produced all the classic ‘‘ground 
strokes”, ‘‘passes” and ‘‘overhead volleys”’ 
as he eased home to win the first heat 
despite the constant presence of the French 
Renault-powered Elfs and Martinis, which 
chased the March remorselessly. In among 
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them were three of Stuck’s allies; works 
team-mates Maurizio Flammini and Alex 
Ribeiro, plus ‘guest’ interloper Jochen 
Mass in his similar, but Hart-propelled, 
chassis. 

However, in a moment of  over- 
enthusiasm, Ribeiro attempted a late 
braking attempt on his team-mate Flammini 
which, in turn, eliminated both Alex and 
Mass and badly delayed the Italian. It 
severely dented the March challenge to the 
French in their quest for the coveted 
European Formula 2 Championship crown. 

Stuck allowed Michel Leclére, by far the 
best French driver during the race, a couple 
of token “games” in the second heat, before 
applying the pressure and slipping through 
to lead right in front of the main grand- 
stands. The roar of approval from a goodly 
sized crowd (surprisingly not a capacity one) 
came on cue and Stuck, their hero, was gone 


Victory for the graded Stuck (right), maximum points for Leclere. 
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and heading for home. For the third time at 
Hockenheim, it was game, set and match. 

Leclére, having had to nurse his car home 
in the first heat, fared much better in the 
second part as did his team-mate Jean- 
Pierre Jabouille and, in a reversal of practice 
performances, the yellow Elf 2Js almost 
eclipsed the royal blue Martinis of Patrick 
Tambay and Rene Arnoux into lower 

ositions than those to which they have 

een accustomed of late. 

With Rouen, the middle point in this 
year’s F2 series, coming up next weekend, 
the four French drivers mentioned above 
now lead the field, covered by just six 
points. The works March team desperately 
needs to win the French race to pull them- 
selves back into contention (Stuck can’t do 
it, as he is a graded Grand Prix driver), 
otherwise it will be a case of which Renault 
wins the championship. 


ENTRY & PRACTICE 


Two months ago, when Hockenheim hosted the 
opening round of the 1976 European Formula 2 

ampionship, there was much technical interest, 
certainly among different engine derivatives and 
varying types of chassis. Now, as the season 
draws towards its zenith, a pattern has emerged. 
There are basically three chassis and two types of 
engine capable of doing the winning, and it is 
extremely likely that the final outcome of this 
he championship will rest between this select 
ittle band. 

Two of the teams are French, the other is the 
English March equipe. Only they, age: ast 
experience, have the ability to win. All three 
teams have a very capable chassis, they have 
excellent engines, each is well managed and 
organized; but perhaps the French have the final 
advantage in racecraft. 

However, as has become the custom for March 
Engineering at German Formula 2 races, 
Hockenheim in particular, they stretched their 
resources a little further to include a works car for 
the local blue-eyed boy, namely Hans-Joachim 
Stuck. He was to be the March and BMW secret 
es against the Renault-powered French 
challenge. 

For this race the organizers had attracted 
Germany’s top three ‘‘Grand Prix” drivers: 
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Stuck, Jochen Mass and Rolf Stommelen. A 
whole 120,000 wildly cheering spectators having 
witnessed the first race several weeks ago, you 
would have thought there would be double the 
number present this time. But no. Although the 
organizers were rather optimistic in claiming a 
“100,000” attendance figure, it was more like 
60,000. Small by Hockenheim standards, but vast 
by any others. 

Stuck’s works-tended March had been at the 
circuit a few days earlier in order to try out some 
tweaks. However, differential problems soon 
intervened, which meant that only a dozen or so 
laps were attained. Still, it was enough for 
“Hanschen” to warm up with a reported 2m lap, 
0.1s off his record from the earlier meeting this 
year. 

The car he was using was, in fact, the same 
chassis used earlier this year by “team-mate” 
Maurizio Flammini. The Italian had reckoned his 
car did not handle as well as Stuck’s and, while 
testing it after that first race, Flammini damaged 
it quite extensively at Goodwood. The car was 
repaired and Stuck used it again at Salzburg, but 
after then a switch occurred and Flammini took it 
over for good. Stuck perhaps proved a point by 
eventually lapping under 2m to take the pole, 
although it wasn’t as straightforward as all that. 

During the first session on Saturday morning, 
after just eight laps (he had still been second 

uickest at 2m 00.6s), Stuck got a little out of 
shape at the right-hander after the pits and 
Breed his left suspension. The car was repaired 
without too mauch trouble for the afternoon 
session in which, despite a much more slippery 
track, Hans still was able to get in a sub 120s lap 
right near the end, although a clear lsec off his 
early season pole time. 

As for the other two works March drivers, 


Flammini was handicapped by a strained tendon. 


in his right arm (having fallen and twisted it 
earlier in the week while attending a BMW 
reception at the Murburemng). It was heavily 
strapped and a doctor was on hand just in case it 
Rot any worse. Maurizio’s first session was 
imited to just one slow lap because of gear 
selection maladies so his afternoon effort, 
although some 1.5s slower than what he had 
achieved in April, was his eventual grid time. 

As for Ribeiro, he did many laps but his 
morning time stood as, like just a couple of other 
leading runners, he didn’t improve in the after- 
noon. Like Stuck and Flammini, Alex tried the F1- 
type nose ( which features a raised concave 
curvature) which he found quicker (‘‘It allows me 
to run less rear wing”’, said Alex), although his 
teammates soon reverted back to the pre-set 
angle of the regular nose. 

In among the works Marches were all the 
Renault runners, plus the fancied German 
aces. 


Rene Arnoux, the current European champion- 
ship leader following his win at Pau, returned to 
the circuit where he had picked up maximum 
ae after a steady drive in April. What would 

e do this time? The first session gave an 
indication when he pipped Stuck by 0.2s, but he 
failed to improve in the afternoon. It was still 
good enough for the front row. 

Team-mate Patrick Tambay in the sister 
Martini Mk19 found early problems with a failing 
engine, so he had to settle for a 2m 00.9s, well over 
a second slower than he had achieved with the car 
in April. However, these blue cars look so much 
more stable nowadays than they used to. 

The second row was all yellow and all French. 
Just 0.2s seperated Michel Leclére from his team 
leader Jean-Pierre Jabouille in the smart looking 
Elf Renault 2Js, still with their novel bi-plane rear 
wing arrangements. Does it really give an 
advantage, Michel? ‘‘Perhaps a little. 1t’s difficult 
to say, but it certainly isn’t a disadvantage.” 


Jabouille tried his car to start with minus the tall 
airbox but soon switched back while, towards the 
end of the second session, both cars started to 
splutter on the slower right-hand corners with a 
mysterious form of fuel starvation. This was to 
prove significant later on for Leclére, and it 
effectively meant that he, like Arnoux and 
Ribeiro, did not improve on their grid time in the 
afternoon. 

Having had an abortive outing with the Lancia- 
engined March at the first Hockenheim meeting, 
not many would have thought that Jochen Mass’s 
second outing, this time in a Hart-powered Willi 
Kaushen-run March 762, could have been any 
worse. Although Jochen was at least able to show 
his abilities at some stage during the weekend (in 
a racing car that is!), he admits that he isn’t too 
sure whether he will ever make a return to this 
category of racing on a one-off basis, as it cannot 
do his image and ego much good. 

The tale of Jochen’s woe started in the first 
session. The car he was using was a repaired 762 
tub (although the works say they certainly did not 
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carry out the repair work) from one of the team’s 
three crashes this year. It was generally thought 
to be Klaus Ludwig’s bent car from the first 
Hockenheim meeting. Anyway, on the first lap of 
the first session, a fuel line blew off and the car 
caught fire, although Mass managed to put out 
the flames by beating them with his balaclava! 

In the second session, the car’s engine started 
to run hot because, against advice from Brian 
Hart, the team had decided to obtain their own 
radiators from a manufacturer in Germany ( and 
at vast cost). Mass was able to hang on to Stuck 
to get in a reasonable time, but work had to be 
done that night installing an extra water radiator 
behind the engine and in front of the rear wing. 
Some reckoned it looked like an air brake. 
Anyway, it looked rude and it wasn’t a terribly 
good reflection on this team which, at the 
beginning of the year, looked willing and capable 
of learning the ropes instead of feeling that 
everyone was out to screw them. 

Harald Ertl, in the Heyco Chevron-BMW B35, 
was another “German” who was well up, 
something, he isn’t able to achieve in Formula 1 
although he does confess to not being able to cope 
with tight circuits. Ertl was teamed up at this 
meeting with Rolf Stommelen, the latter driving a 
brand new Heyco-backed Chevron-BMW B35 
which had not even turned a wheel when it arrived 
at the circuit. 

Ertl’s time might have been a combination of 
missing out the infield section to get a cleaner run 
at the start/finish straight, and hanging onto (and 
nearly putting off) Ribeiro. As for Stommelen, he 
lost virtually all of the morning getting adjusted 
to the car and then, in the afternoon, the engine 
(the same unit used by Jacques Laffite at Pau) 
was a little tired and therefore had to be changed 
for the race. In all, it was a noteworthy effort for 
all concerned. 

Making a welcome return to the formula, 
following his high speed crash at the Nurhorgtns 
six weeks earlier, was Willi Deutsch. He now ha 
a brand new March 762 to replace his write-off 
and, as he had in the first race this season, Willi 
was running well. 

Also running well was Keijo Rosberg: in the 
narrow tracked ToJ. This team, run by Jorg 
Obermoser, had made the sensible decision to 
miss Pau in order to get their car sorted. The 
Michelin radial tyres have now been forgotten in 
preference to the Goodyear G50s used By. 
everyone else, and the car has been tested, 
reportedly by Stommelen. 

Jo Vonlanthen was next up in his Schnitzer 
BMW-engined March but his time was rather 
suspect, while “Gianfranco”, an Osella deserter, 
led the Italian contingent in his Trivellato 
Chevron. His time was equalled by Giorgio 
Francia in another Trivellato B35. 

Further back on the 26-car grid, for which no 
fewer than 45 cars were trying to qualify when the 
first practice session started, was Giancarlo 
Martini’s March 762, which had an off-course 
excursion in the afternoon and did not improve, 
although things were rectified for the race. Then 
there was Bertram Schéfer, current leader of the 
German F3 series in his Ralt, who was having his 
first ever F2 outing in the ATS Lola T450 now 
that the car’s regular driver, European FSV 
champion Mikko Kozarowitzky, has gone 


elsewhere. This troublesome car has now been. 


rebodied and looked really quite smart. Schafer’s 
efforts were really quite encouraging, although 
the car has gone quicker in private testing. 


Equalling Schéfer’s time was Britain’s Ray 
Mallock, having his first outing in John 
Wingfield’s loaned Ralt, although still under the 
Team Ardmore banner. It was really good to see 
this hard-working team get onto the grid after 
their sweat and toil over the past few weeks with 
their ancient and, let’s face it, overworked March. 

Alongside Mallock on the grid was Francois 
Migault in the sole remaining works Osella. An 
indication of how much faster the overall grid 
times were between this race and the last were 
that Migault had improved this weekend by 0.5s 
but had slipped from 12th on the grid to 22nd! 
That’s how tough it is to qualify in F2 these days. 
As a similar comparison, Jean-Pierre Jaussaud’s 
Chrysler-powered Chevron B35 was first reserve 
at this race on 2m 04.6s, equal to his time in April 
when he was 17th.... 

Two men who were well back, primarily because 
of technical problems, were Eddie Cheever and 
Jose Dolhem. The latter was again driving one of 
Fred Opert’s Chevrons, but a water pump pulley 
seized early on in the second session which meant 
that the Frenchman could not get anywhere near 
the 2m 02.6s he had achieved two months before. 
As for Cheever, his Ron Dennis-entered March- 
Hart just wasn’t handling at all. This was 
rectified during Sunday’s pre-race warm-up, 
which enabled the comparatively inexperienced 
American to lap almost two seconds quicker. The 
fact that the team’s transporter had been 
impounded by the local police (see Pit & Paddock) 
could not have helped either. 

Finally, on the back row came Richard Robarts 
who, having recovered from his horrific 
Vallelunga crash, was giving his Team Myson 
March 762 its first outing. Now using one of Brian 
Hart’s 420R alloy-blocked engines, Robarts 
encountered all the “new car” problems and was, 
perhaps, sweating a little to make the grid. 

One who didn’t was American Tony Rouff in 
Brian Lewis’s Boxer. Tony was the 26th qualifier 
after the morning session and improved by 1.3s in 
the afternoon, but it wasn’t enough. Sorry to keep 
harping back to the first race, but Rouff’s time 


would have put him well in the race then, but not 
now. Seven point four seconds was the scatter 
over 26 cars then. Now it was four point five. Cut 
by almost half. 


End of the road for Jochen Mass. 


Atlast! Ray Mallock qualified in John Wingfield’s Ralt, and finished in a good tenth place. 
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F2 


Hans-Joachim Stuck 
March-BMW 762 


Rene Arnoux 


ua 


Martini-Renault Mk19 


1m 59.9s 2m 00.4s 

Michel Leclere Jean-Pierre Jabouille 
Elf-Renault 2) Elf-Renault 2J 

2m 00.7s 2m 00.9s 


Patrick Tambay Jochen Mass 
Martini-Renault Mk19 March-Hart 762 
2m 00.9s 2m 01.5s 

Alex Ribeiro Harald Ertl 
March-BMW 762 Chevron-BMW B35 
2m 01.6s 2m 01.6s 

Maurizio Flammini Rolf Stommelen 
March-BMW 762 Chevron-BMW B35 
2m 01.8s 2m 01.9s 

Willi Deutsch Keijo Rosberg 
March-BMW 762 ToJ-BMW F201 

2m 02.2s 2m 02.5s 

Jo Vonlanthen “Gianfranco” 
March-BMW 752 Chevron-BMW B35 
2m 02.9s 2m 03.0s 

Giorgio Francia Klaus Ludwi 
Chevron-BMW B35 March-Hart S62 
2m 03.0s 2m 03.3s 

Alberto Colombo Roberto Marazzi 
March-BMW 752 Chevron-BMW B35 
2m 03.4s 2m 03.5s 
Giancarlo Martini Bertram Schafer 
March-BMW 762 Lola-BMW T450 
2m 03.5s 2m 03.8s 

Ray Mallock Francois Migault 
Ralt-Ford RT1 Osella-BMW FA2 
2m 03.8s 2m 03.9s 

Eddie Cheever Jose Dolhem 
March-Hart 762 ChevronHart B35 
2m 03.9s 2m 04.2s 

Richard Robarts Cosimo Turizio 
March-Hart 762 March-BMW 752 
2m 04.3s 2m 04.4s 


Non-qualifiers: Jean-Pierre Jaussaud (Chevron-Chrysler BS) 2m 
04.6s, Tony Rouff (Boxer-Ford PR2), 2m 04.7s; Freddy Kottulinsky 
(Ralt-BMW RT1), 2m 04.8s; Hans Heyer (ToJ-BMW F201), 2m 04.8s; 
Juan Cochesa (Chevron-Hart B35), 2m 05.0s; Roland Binder (Lola- 
BMW 71450), 2m 05.0s; Hans Meier (March-BMW 752), 2m 05.9s; 
Manfred Schurti (cbevren BMW B29), 2m 06.0s; Lorenzo Niccolini 
(March-BMW 762), 2m 06.1s; John Nicholson (March-Chevrolet 
752), 2m 06.3s; Charly Kiser (Osella-BMW FA) 2m 06.5s; lan Grob 
(Modus-Hart M7), 2m 06.7s; Hans Walther (March-BMW 742), 2m 
06.8s; Herve Regout (March-BMW 742), 2m 07.0s; Bernard 
Chevanne (March-BMW_ icapee 08.1s; Alfred Amweg (Amweg- 
BMW AA1), 2m 08.6s; Bill Gubelmann (March-Ford 732), 2m 09.9s; 
ese ( jarch-BMW 742), 2m 13.0s; Roy Baker (March-Ford 75B), 
m 39.0s. 


HEAT 1 
The traditional roar, the odd firecracker ripping 
the air. It’s all been seen and heard before and in 
Germany, notably at Hockenheim, it heralds the 
arrival of Stuck into the stadium having driven, 
with balls to the wind, for three miles of virtual 
flat-out motoring. . 

Eyes straining towards the chicane on the 
return leg to the motordrome, the orange speck 
grows ever larger. Behind it, the heat haze off the 
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Through the infield section Arnoux leads Mass, Ribeiroand Jabouille. 
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tyres and engines creates an opaque blur but as 

e drone of racing engines gets louder and 
louder, the eyes pick out an array of tall airboxes 
behind this orange wedge. Stuck has the Renaults 
by the tail. 

Wham. Into the stadium, flicking through the 
curves, the howling mass behind. Down through 
the gearbox. Up go the revs. On goes the lock. 
You watch him work for 15 seconds or so and then 
he’s gone. Away off into the country, along the 
long fir-lined straights, through the first of the 
two chicanes which punctuate the 160mph 
attained by these nimble machines. After one lap, 
Stuck’s lead looks good enough to be a second. By 
lap 2, it’s an official three! A suitable cushion 
attained, the German then eased the pace, or 
pentaps the pursuers had, at last, found the 
eader’s. 

Arnoux, from his front row position, led the 
chase for one lap but it was Leclére who soon took 
over, chased by Tambay, while the second Martini 
slipped back toward the rest, Mass holding off 
Ertl, Flammini, Ribeiro and Jabouille. Rosberg 
and Deutsch hung on initially. 

An early casualty was Robarts when a fuel line 
came off and created a small fire, while 
Stommelen, having seen his mechanics change his 
clutch in little over an hour following the pre-race 
warm- P. found his replacement engine misfiring 
badly. It was eventually traced to the fuel 
pressure and rectified for the second heat. 

As for team-mate Ertl, his good run ended on 
lap 3 when a tyre threw a tread, forcing a pitstop. 
On his return to the action, the engine exploded, 
but it was changed in time for the second heat. 

By lap 5, with Stuck keeping a constant gap 
over Leclére who, in turn, was doing the same to 
Tambay, a much more entertaining squabble was 
beginning to stir a little further back. oux was 
at the front of it and Jabouille was at the back. In 
between were three Marches, and it remained that 
way until the fateful lap 10. On reflection, it 
should have stayed that way until the end of the 
heat. After all, there were another 20 laps to run 
even then. 

Anyway, the incident mvolved Ribeiro who, on 
entering the fast aig bebander into the stadium, 
tried to outbrake Flammini. The Italian was 
actually trying to do the same to Mass, and the 
end result was that Ribeiro lost the lot on the grit 
littering the inside of the track, spun across into 
Mass, and delayed Flammini. Jabouille held his 
breath and missed the lot! That effectively gave 
the championship points to the French sur la plat. 


When all the dust had cleared, Deutsch, who 
had been running well (although off the leader’s 
faster pace), was elevated into sixth place. 
Further back, Ludwig was about to lose places to 
Martini and, several laps later, Colombo. The 
German eveo uel ye iaiehes ninth, just in front of 
Flammini and berto Marazzi, the former 
having had to stop to change a rear tyre after the 
Ribeiro/Mass incident, and then losing further 
time with a spin. 

_Up towards the front, Arnoux’s Martini looked 
distinctly twitchy through the corners and he 


o 
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started to slip back and away from Tambay. 
Eventually he came into the clutches of Jaboui 
and proved ooey meat, ig Rene stayed with 
him once the Elf 2J had passed. 

As for Leclére, his chase of Stuck (more for 
show rather than a serious effort, as it was the 
valuable nine points Michel was after rather than 
stealing Hans’s local glory), started to dwindle. 
The Elf had a recurrence of fuel starvation and 
the Renault sounded distinctly unhealthy under 
cornering loads. Tambay closed in, but not 
sicusk and the gap was just over a second at the 
end. 


HEAT 2 

His fuel poe Hopefully having been 
overcome (“It’s the petrol getting too hot”, said 
team manager Jean Sage), Leclére leapt into the 
lead at the start of the second heat and looked 
likely to pull away, especially as Stuck fell in 
behind Tambay for a lap. But the German (a 
broken engine frame having been discovered after 
the first heat!) soon clipped past the Martini and 
set off after the Elf, while Tambay fell behind 
Jabouille a couple of laps later. Suddenly the 
event had turned into Stuck versus the Elf 2Js. 
The Martinis looked to be fading, but gamely 
hanging on. 

Behind them Flammini was holding off Arnoux 
and Rosberg, the latter going well as he had done 
in the first heat (before the suspension collapsed), 
while Martini, after holding fifth on the first lap, 
had had a slight indecretion and slipped down the 
field to fend off Deutsch, Ertl, Cheever (his car 
repaired after its off-course excursion mid-way 
through the first heat), Ludwig, Mass (charging 
up from the back, as was Ertl) and the rest. 

Leclére and Stuck held station in the lead for 
lap after lap, the German choosing his moment 
around lap 9 to apply the pressure which resulted 
in Leclére allowing the March to slip through into 
the lead coming onto the pit straight a lap later. 
ee crowd roared. Hans could not have timed it 

etter. 

Jabouille, once he had disentangled himself 
completely from the Martinis, increased his pace 
and closed in on the two leaders, Leclére letting 
his team-mate by starting the last lap, but it was 
too late for Jabouille to gain sufficient distance on 
aggregate and therefore knock Tambay off the 
winner’s podium. 

Ertl ran well, dicmg with Martini throughout 
the heat, while Flammini, having been lying fifth 
in front of Arnoux on lap 6 and starting to catch 
Tambay, spun off onto the infield entering the 
stadium and dropped back all the way down to 
11th. He began yet another climb back again, just 
failing to catch the Martini/Ertl battle by the end, 
Harald having had a lurid moment a couple of 
laps from home which gave Martini some 
breathing space. 

As for Mass, he had the airbox come loose (the 
wing had virtually fallen off in the first heat as 
weillaa he stopped, this time for good. Stommelen 
fared a lot better and raced hard to finish ninth, 
having lapped as fast as the leaders at one stage. 

For Stuck, it was a well calculated win. He knew 
that he had the legs on the Renaults which, for 
BMW and, to an extent, March, must indeed be a 
great fillip. However, March know that if they are 
to stand any chance of winning the European 
title, their drivers must learn to finish the races at 
all costs. The French do it, and do it well. The 
race for points. The ironic thing is that bot 
Leclére and Tambay were taught this art by 
March last year! 


DMV Rhein Pokal Rennen 
Hockenheim, June 20 
2x 20 laps — 271.60kms 
European Formula 2 Championship, round 6 

1, Hane Joschira Stuck (March-GmbH BMW 762), 1h 21m 27.6s, 
2, Michel Leciére (Elf-Gordini Renault V6 2J), 1h 21m 34.3s; 
3 teMamiey Cuca een Renault V6Mk19),1h 21m 40.8s; 
4, Jean-Pierre Jabouille (Elf-Gordini Renault V6 2J), 1h 21m 43.1s; 
5, Rene Arnoux (Martini-Gordini Renault V6 Mk19), 1h 21m 58.9s; 
6, Giancarlo Martini (March-Novamotor BMW 762), 1h 23m 05.0s; 

7, Maurizio Flammini (March-GmbH BMW 762), 1h 23m 15.4s; 8, 
Alberto Colombo (March-GmbH BMW 752), 1h 23m 45.9s; 9, Klaus 
Ludwig (March-Hart 420R 762), 1h 23m 49.9s; 10, Ray Mallock 
(Ralt-Swindon Ford BDX RT1), 1h 24m 33.4s; 11, Francois Migault 
(Osella-Schnitzer BMW FA2), 1h 26m 16.0s; 12, Roberto Marazzi 
‘Chevron-Trivellato BMW B35), 39 laps; 13, “Gianfranco’’ (Chevron- 

lovamotor BMW B35), 38. 

Heat 1 (20 laps): 1, Stuck, 40m 39.2s, 200.38kph; 2, Leclére, 40m 
43.1s; 3, Tambay, 40m 44.2s; 4, Jabouille, 40m 53.5s; 5, Arnoux, 
40m 55.9s; 6, Willi Deutsch (March-GmbH BMW 762), 41m 24.1s; 7, 
Martini, 41m 43.2s; 8, Colombo, 41m 43.6s; 9, Ludwig, 41m 50.3s; 
10, Flammini, 41m 50.7s. Fastest lap: Leclére, on lap 13, 2m 00.7s, 
202.48kph. ; t ‘ 

Retirements: Schafer, lap 0, engine; Robarts, lap 0, fire; Francia, 
lap 7, suspension; Ertl, lap 8, engine; Cheever, lap 9, crash; Mass, 
lap 10, crash; Ribeiro, lap 10, crash; Vonianthen, lap 11, engine; 
Stommelen, ~ 14, electrics; Rosberg, lap 15, suspension. ’ 

Heat 2 (20 laps): 1, Stuck, 40m 48.4s, 199.64kph; 2, Jabouille, 
40m 49.6s; 3, Leclére, 40m 51.2s; 4, Tambay, 40m 58.6s; 5, Arnoux, 
41m 03.0s; 6, Martini, 41m 21.8s; 7, Harald Ertl (Chevron-GmbH 
BMW B35), 41m 23.8s; 8, Flammini, 41m 24.7s; 9, Rolf Stommelen 
(Chevron-GmbH BMW 835), 41m 31.7s; 10, Giorio Francia 
(Chevron-Trivellato BMW B35), 41m 38.8s. Fastest lap: Stuck, 2m 
01.2s, 201.65kph. y f 

Retirements: Jaussaud, lap 3, oil pressure; Turizio, lap 5, engine; 
prema lap 6, head gasket; Rosberg, lap 7, engine; Mass, lap 11, 
airbox lose. 
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An aerodynamic 


LANCIA GAMMA 


ally efficient shape is, as is so often the case, an extremely attractive shape. 


any eee a 


Chic non-conformist 


In recording the introduction of the Lancia 
Gamma at the Geneva Show, I said that whereas 
the Beta is a Fiat-Lancia the new model is a 
Lancia-Lancia. It makes use of no existing parts 
from the range of the Turin colossus and 
exemplifies Italian engineering at its most 
adventurous. It’s an up-market car with no 
tchnical short-cuts and, though the price is not to 
hand at the time of writing, it must come in the 
BMW — Jaguar bracket. 

It is therefore of absorbing interest that Lancia, 
who have built so many V6 and narrow-angle V8 
engines, have designed the biggest 4 cylinder 
engine on the market for their luxury car. This 2.5 
litre unit is a light-alloy flat-four, which is carried 
ahead of the driven front wheels, for which its 
moderate overall length is highly advantageous. 
The very short 3-bearing crankshaft needs no 
vibration damper and the markedly over-square 
dimensions keep the width within reason. 

The inclined valves in hemispherical combus- 
tion chambers areoperated through rockers by one 
overhead camshaft per head. Toothed belts ahead 
of the engine drive the camshafts, a separate V- 
belt looking after the alternator and the water 
pumps, while the cylinders have wet, cast-iron 
liners. The fan is electrically driven and a pulley on 
the rear end of the left camshaft carries the twin 
belts for the power-steering pump. An electronic 
ignition distributor is used. 

The engine is ahead of the front-wheel drive- 
shafts and the 5-speed gearbox behind them. This 
unit is of the 2-shaft, all-indirect type, the drive 
from the clutch leap-frogging over the hypoid 
final drive. As the exhaust manifolds are under- 
neath the engine, there are fewer problems than 
usual with unwanted heat under the bonnet, but 
the long induction system, with a twin-choke 
Weber carburetter on top, is less attractive to the 
eye of the engineer. 

Strut-type suspension with coil springs is 
employed all round. In front, there are sturdy 
lower wishbones and the anti-roll bar is coupled to 
them by short links. At the rear, the lateral 
linkage is reinforced by diagonal craig arms, 
which are united by an anti-roll bar at the forward 
pivots. 

The brakes are discs all round, ventilated in 
front. The servo operates a single circuit for the 
front and rear brakes and, in addition, there is an 
entirely separate circuit controlling two extra 
hydraulic cylinders on the front-brake calipers. 

e power-assisted steering is of rack and pinion 
type and the bolt-on light-alloy wheels carry 
185/70/HR 14 tyres. 

The 4-door saloon body is of an efficient shape 
aerodynamically, the drag being exceptionally 
low. It has ety & room for four or five 
occupants and there is a large space for luggage in 
the sloping tail. An unusual feature is a louvred 
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plastic window in the top of the boot, intended to 
assist in parking but also revealing the contents 
to ill-disposed persons. 

Also designed by Pininfarina, the coupé has a 
shorter wheelbase and, being of more classic 
shape, has a higher drag factor than the saloon. 
However, it also has a lower frontal area, so the 
maximum speed of both types is about the same. 
The 2-door car has an ingenious system for 
locking the forward-tipping seats. When the doors 
are closed, the seats are fixed in position, but 
when they are opened the locks are freed, allowing 
rear passengers to enter or leave. 

Much of the character of the Gamma comes 
from its unusual engine Its power output has been 
deliberately restricted to 140bhp, which is more 
than sufficient with such a slippery shape. What 
it has in abundance is torque, indeed the curve is 
virtually flat from 2500 to 4000rpm, maximum 
bhp being delivered at 5400rpm, though 6000rpm 
is permitted. This enormous torque reduces gear- 
changing and makes the car most restful to drive. 
It has a wonderfully long stride and will pull fifth 
gear down to quite low speeds when desired. 


Road impressions : 
During a delightful spot of dolce vita in Italy, I 
was able to sample the Gamma in terrain varying 
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by John Bolster 


from mountain to autosirada. In addition to its 
epee. power, the engine is also phenomenally 
smooth and one really cannot tell that it has only 
four cylinders. The car will reach 120mph without 
apparent effort or cruise all day at 112mph on a 
small throttle opening. Its aerodynamic stabilit 
ensures that it on not deviate in gusts of wind. 
Though this is a pretty substantial car for 2.5 
litres, the well-chosen gear ratios give it useful 
acceleration. 

Although this is a car of many virtues, it is let 
down by the poor carburation that bedevils most 
flat-four engines. I pride myself on being a 
smooth chauffeur, but the low-speed hiccup of the 
Gamma defied my efforts — and I tried more than 
one car. People who own Alfasuds and Citroén 
flat-engined models will know what I mean, but in 
a car of this calibre its not really acceptable. As 
Porsche have shown, one carburetter choke close 
to each inlet port is the answer, or fuel injection, 
of course. 

On winding roads, there is a good deal of 
understeer and the front tyres become audible 
during fast cornering. Nevertheless, the car gets 
through corners pretty effectively and the power 
steering is truly excellent, with plenty of feel and 
not too much assistance. Its pleasant to drive in 
towns, the large glass area conferring a good all 


Interior appointments are toa high standard. 


round view. The brakes give a fine sense of control 
on mountain roads and I did not experience the 
fading from which some earlier Lancia models 
have suffered. 

The excellent ride, in front or back seats, is 
typical of the best front-wheel drive cars. The 
ride, stability, and mechanical refinement add up 
to a car that would be untiring to drive on long, 
fast journeys. I was unable to check the fuel con- 
sumption myself, but there is every reason to 
believe that the design will ensure high efficiency 
in this very important department. The driving 
position is a bit ‘Italian’ though the angle of the 
steering column is adjustable. 

Pininfarina have managed to combine a low dra 
shape with a dignified appearance, which wi 
appeal to the prospective purchasers of cars of 
this class. Personally. I find the saloon more 
attractive than the rather more old-fashioned 
coupé, but you can take your choice. Lancia are 
competing in a tough sector of the market with 
this model, but even the wealthy object to buying 
too much petrol these days, so this may prove an 
ere’ selling feature against the multi- 
cylinder brigade. Certainly the Gamma has an air 
of quality Boe it, which its exterior finish and 
interior appointments underline. 


SPECIFICATION AND PERFORMANCE DATA 


Car described: Lancia Gamma 4-door saloon and 2-door coupé. 
Engine: Four-cylinders horizontally-opposed, 102 x 76mm (2484cc). 
Compression ratio 9 to 1. tnd 5400rpm. One belt-driven over- 
head camshaft per bank. eber twin-choke downdraught 
carburetter. 

Transmission: Single dry plate clutch. 5-speed synchromesh gearbox 
with central control, ratios 0.921, 1.129, 1.458, 2.105, and 3.462 to 
1. Hypoid bevel final drive, ratio 3.7 to 1 

Chassis: Combined steel body and chassis. Independent suspension 
of all four wheels by struts, lower links, and coil springs, with anti- 
roll bars front and rear. Power-assisted rack and pinion steering. 
Servo-assisted dual-circuit disc brakes, ventilated in front, with rear 
control valve. Bolt-on light-alloy wheels, fitted 185/70/HR 14 tyres. 
Equipment: 12-volt lighting and starting. Speedometer. Rev- 
counter. Oil pressure, oil level, fuel, and water temperature gauges. 
Clock. Heating, demisting, and ventilation system. Heated rear 
window. Electrically-operated door windows. 2-speed windscreen 
wipers and washers. Flashing direction indicators with hazard 
warning. Reversing lights. : 
Dimensions: Wheelbase 8ft 9.1in (Coupé 8ft 4.6in) Track 4ft Qin. 
Overall length 15ft 0.3in. Width 5ft 8.1in Weight 1 ton 6cwt. 
Performance: Maximum speed 121mph. Speeds in gears: 4th 
101mph, 3rd 79mph, 2nd 55mph, 1st 33mph. Standing 400m 
Ena Standing 1000m 31.2s. Acceleration: 0-62mph 10s. (Makers' 
igures). 
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For those who don’t approve of Ferrari domin- 
ation in Formula 1, there is good news. There is to 
be a replacement for the ageing, but still success- 
ful, Ford-Cosworth engine. 

But now the bad news. It won't be here until 
1978. 

Walter Hayes, Ford’s honey-voiced Hercules of 
the syntax, the man who dragged the company 
into Formula 1 back in 1967 by investing 
£100,000 in Cosworth’s Keith Duckworth, says 
this time round it is going to be more expensive. 
He has apportioned a budget of a cool half-million 
pounds for the job. 

Hayes was speaking at the Guild of saab] 
Writers luncheon last week, where he was bill 
to appear with Duckworth. But Duckworth failed 
to appear, and all that Hayes would say to the 

athered journalists who had paid to hear the 
namic duo’s views on the F1 programme was, 
“Keith can’t makeit.”’ 

An answer which many of the gathered media- 
men found less than satisfactory. Was it a cover- 
up? Were Duckworth and Hayes still hasslin 
about money and not on good speaking terms? 


Was Duckworth pencilling away at his drawing 


board and too busy to be there? Or was it simply’ 


that Duckworth’s personal views on the new 
engine situation would not have coincided with 
those of Hayes, and that the eloquent Walter had 
chosen to field the many penetrating questions 
himself? 

We were assured that there’s nothing on the 
drawing board at the moment. That if Cosworth 
were left unsupported to produce a replacement 
engine the cost for each of the little mechanical 
jewels could be £30,000. 

Hayes’s promised half-a-million subsidy will not 
only cover development but it will also serve to 
subsidise the price of the engine to the F1 Con- 
structors. Thus the unit price could be kept down 
to a mere £10,000 a piece. 

Oh yes: it’s going to be a V8. Neither Hayes nor 
Duckworth are of the opinion that you need more 
than eight cylinders to win Formula 1 races. The 
only person unconvinced by this line of reasoning 
cost to be one N. Lauda, champion of this 
world. 


It’s jus wunerful 


Teddy Yip, the delightful and disarming Hong 
Kong-based Chinese tycoon, is one of those men 
who enjoy the company of famous men. Teddy, a 
meecalasber who beats Jimmy Goldsmith in the 

ow Many Wives Have You Got Stakes, has a 
less than normally scrutable face for a Chinese. 
It’s the sort of face that looks as if he bought it 
secondhand from someone else. But you've got to 
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Nick Brittan 
love him. 


Teddy’s turn-on is famous racing drivers. He 
loves to listen to racing stories and show his 
guests around Hong Kong — a large portion of 
which he appears to own or control. 

Imagine his chagrin when, with his most recent 
celebrity guest Bobby Unser, he was doing the 
Grand Tour and impressing a few dignitaries with 
his Indy-winning companion on his arm. 

They breezed through the Hong Kong Trade 
Centre and Teddy prevailed upon Bobby to speak 
to the gathered throng. Bobby Unser speaks like 
Bernie Ecclestone gives money avey 

So up steps Bobby, pausing only to park his 
pom under the instep of his high-heeled cowboy 

oot, to tell the attentive gathering what a good 
guy is Teddy Yip and how pleased his is to be here 
in Honolulu. 

Win some, lose some. 


KGB to K.O.? 


My man in Moscow tells me that serious-minded 
people in High Places were very impressed with 
the racing in the streets at Long Beach. Serious 
conversations have already taken place with a 
view to making a street circuit through the 
capital taking in Red Square. My man says that 
such a race would be for Formula 1 cars provided 
Mr Ecclestone can be persuaded to shake some of 
his nasty capitalistic tendencies: like asking for 
too many roubles. 


Keegans en famille — Jeremy, his brother Rupert and dad Mike. 
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BAFfled silence. . . 


My congratulations to Keegan pere and fils on 
their splendid recovery from the unpleasant 
condition that overtook them at the time of 
Monaco. 

Burly Mike Keegan, father of Southend’s most 
famous son, burst into the quietness of the com- 
mentators’ box at Monaco with all the dignity of 
a drunken ice skater, demanding to know why the 
hell there wasn’t going to be an English language 
commentary for the Formula 3 race. Fer-Christ- 
sakes, didn’t anyone know that his famous son 
was running in the race, and that there were 
thousands of British fans out there who needed to 
know what Super Rupert was up to? 

Commentator thony Marsh, with 
commendable dignity, tried to stem the flow of 
verbal abuse from the by now emotional and out 
of control Keegan Snr, explaining that his larynx 
was about to quit and that he was saving what 
little there was of it for the more important task 
of commentating on the F1 event the following 


day. 

Kegan pere was eventually prevaae pa ke: to 
leave, and was later thought to have been pleased 
that the thousands of British fans were not told of 
his hero son’s efforts in the race. Keegan fils, in 
the unfamiliar confines of Monaco’s streets, 
performed like a one-armed billposter. 

At the time of writing Keegan pere has not 
apologised for his undignified outburst. 


Ronnie — trotter rivalry. 


Superstar rivalries 
on the trotting track 


So Ronnie Peterson has become an entrant. No, 
not because he is disenchanted with the efforts of 
the multi-car March team and their inability to 
provide him with a car to match his talents. 

Far from it, he is very happy at March, says 
Max Mosley. 

Ronnie’s role as an entrant takes him into 
Sweden’s horsey set. It also enables him to carry 
on his friendly rivalry with fellow super star 
Swede Bjorn Borg. 

Ronnie is the owner and entrant of Key Hondo, 
a fine trotting horse — the sort which tows its 
driver round in a two-wheeled wicker-weave 
monocoque buggy. 

Young Borg owns a similar combination and 
both he and Ronnie made the trip to Stockholm 
last week to watch their entries run in their debut 
race. 

The heavy pressure of testing his and watching 
his horse run forced him to decline the offer to be 
a VIP guest at the wedding dinner of King Carl 
Gustaf — certainly the number one social event of 
the decade in Sweden. 
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Battle of the sixes: Magee’s March leads Purley’s Chevron before the new circu 
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Purley wins a thriller 


David Purley increased his lead in the 
ShellSport European 5000 Championship 
last Sunday when he came through an 
exciting wheel-to-wheel dice with Damien 
Magee to win the sixth round at Brands 
Hatch. The race, over 50 crowded laps of the 
short circuit, started on a track dry only on 
the line, but by the end the surface was dry 
enough for the determined Purley to take 
the Lec Refrigeration Chevron B30 to a new 
outright lap record of 42.4s (102.10mph). 
Suffuring from poor rear braking on the 
Hexagon of Highgate March 751, Magee 
could not match the speed of Purley’s finish- 
ing sprint and had to settle for second place. 
Although Guy Edwards qualified the titra: 
mar Ensign Pans 1 car on the pole, the 
two V6-powered cars ran away from their F1 
opposition and the next two drivers home, 
Brian Maguire in the Williams and Mike 
Wilds in the Team PR Reilly Shadow, were 
both a lap down at the finish of a hectic race. 

Disappointingly, rain on race morning 
meant that a tiny crowd turned out to 
watch, but they were further entertained by 
the BARC in particular with a Townsend 
Thoresen FF1600 event (won with ease by 
Kenny Gray’s Scorpion Royale) and a non- 
championship but closely contested FF2000 
race (won by Ian Taylor’s Ken Hensley 
Dulon). Other race winners were Alex’ 
Ferrada (Clubmans Mallock) and Ginger 
Marshall (Special Saloon Mini), while Rollo 
Feilding won the Escort Celebrity event and 
the three — yes, three — FF1600 heats went 
to Gray, Mike Blanchet (Lola) and Rick 
Morris (Hawke). 


ENTRY & PRACTICE 


Practice was wet, and produced a nice surprise. 
Newcomer Guy Edwards put “Bertha”, as Chris 
Amon’s early-season Grand Prix car was affec- 
tionately known by the Ensign team, in a position 
to which she was not accustomed: pole position. 
Edwards, who is running the Ensign MN174 in 
the series in the smart blue-and-yellow livery of 
his British sponsor Ultramar, was impressed b 
the handling of the car during 20 laps of Good- 
wood testing, and at Brands it certainly looked 
the least twitchy F1 machine. In the very wet 
Saturday practice, Edwards produced proof of 
the Ensign’s stability with a time of 54.8s, which 
was a full 0.8sec ahead of the rest of the field. 
Straight-line speed, which is not the forte of 
MN174, is not too important on the Brands club 
circuit, especially when it is wet. 

Alongside the Ultramar Ensign on the front 
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row, series leader David Purley’s Lec Refrigera- 
tion Chevron (55.6) still started as favourite, and 
another V6-powered car was next fastest. No, not 
Magee’s: last year’s Hermetite March 751 as 
driven by Tom Walkinshaw, which was wheeled 
round in style by Val Musetti to record 56.8. 
Musetti then had the misfortune to see his prac- 
tice effort come to naught when the V6 broke a 
cambelt, which resulted in a damaged valve right 
at the end of practice. His Bernigra Ices team 
hurriedly readied Val’s March-Swindon 742, and 
Musetti qualified the F2 car for the back of the 
grid during FF2000 1 el Brian Maguire in 
the Williams FW0O4 F'1 car was therefore the only 
occupant of the second row (57.0). 

Mike Wilds, having another run in the Team PR 
Reilly Shadow DN3B, shared the second row with 
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it lap record holder forced his way past to win. 


Damien Magee, the Hexagon March V6 also 
recording 57.2 after a troubled first practice. 
Divina Galica (ShellSport Surtees TS16) and 
Emilio Villota (Lyncar) were on the fourth row 
with their DFV-powered F1 cars, ahead of the 
brave Dennis Leech (Chevron B28) and Keith 
Holland (E. L. Gibbs Lola T400) in the first 
“pukka” Chevrolet-powered Formula 5000 
machines. There was a good sprinkling of 
Formula Atlantic racers, which needed more 
torque to qualify higher in the wet. 


RACE 


Edwards had to make a good start, but the DFV 
produced too much wheelspin and it was Purle 
who grabbed the immediate lead. However, all 
eyes were on Magee, who rocketed through into 
second place with a vengeance; Holland, too, 
made a spectacular start with the big Lola. After 
the first lap Purley just had it from Magee, with 
Edwards in third place already ay many Se lose 
ground and having a hard time from Holland, 
through from the fifth row and meaning business. 
The race quickly became a matter of duelling 
pase Purley versus Magee, Edwards versus 
olland — and Wilds versus Norman Dickson. 


Fis: pole man Edwards’s Ensign leads Wilds’s Shadow. 
a odtiembl 
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.The Dickson’s of Perth F2 BDX-powered Modus 
was scurrying all over the Fl Shadow, Wilds 
having discovered to his dismay that, while the 
rear wing had been readjusted for the now all but 
dry conditions, the front spoilers had not; the red 
car was oversteering like a pig. On the second lap, 
Dickson’s team-mate Richard Scott got even 


closer to Wilds, so close that he punted him up the. 


rear at Druids and went off; damage was slight, 
and Scott continued in 11th place behind Divina, 
Villota, Musetti (another to have made a fine 
start, right from the back) and Maguire. The Aus- 
tralian was having a bad time with the Williams, 
which spluttered and banged round the right- 
hand curves, losing him a lot of time in the early 
laps; finally, he kept the fuel pump on and hoped 
it would last. Y A 355 ; 

Up front, a real battle waged in among the back. 
markers, and at times the club circuit looked 
rather too crowded for comfort. Magee grabbed 
the lead at Druids, but the March was unable to 
drop the Chevron. Purley came back at him time 
and time again, and the pair spent long, crowd- 
pleasing moments side-by-side. On lap 9, Purley 

athered himself up at Clark Curve and made a 
ong charge up the imside; a glorious, wheel- 
banging moment at Paddock, and Purley had the 
lead again. As he said afterwards, ‘“‘Damien is a 
good, clean driver. Hard, but clean.” 

Magee never gave up, keeping the March right 
‘up the Chevron’s exhausts, but on the 23rd lap 
they came up to lap a whole train of cars, and the 
Irishman lost out badly, dropping four or five 
seconds behind the leader. He chiselled away at 
the deficit, but these two cars are extremely 
evenly matched, and the race was 40 laps old 
before Magee was remotely within striking dist- 
ance again. Alas, the left side driveshaft assembly 
chose that moment to begin leaking oil onto the 
brake disc, and the March faded away once more. 

Purley ran out the winner by over 7secs, but the 
absence of a challenge did not stop this evergreen 
hard-trier from lopping 0.2secs off Alan Jones’s 


tapzecordan his last lap. 
ile they were lapping backmarkers at 
Druids, Holland somehow scrabbled past 


Edwards on lap 13 to claim a short-lived third 
place, spinning at McLaren three laps later. After 
eginning to make up the lost ground, he spun 
again and then retired from the pits with broken 
‘rear suspension, leaving the Ensign securely third 
but losing time on the V6 cars all round the 
circuit. Never having driven the car at Brands 
before, Edwards had had to guesstimate the dry 
settings, and the compromise was not quite right; 
to top it all, he had to stop with a left rear punc- 
ture on the 33rd lap, and then the engine went off. 
Wilds finally spun the Shadow at Paddock, 
losing even more time restarting the car. Dickson 
collided with Mike King’s Lola T360 when lapping 
it at Clark, dropping out with a bent steering arm. 
Musetti (another to run on the wrong settings) 
spun his _understeering March violently at 
raham Hill Bend, tearing off the entire left-hand 
sponson. Divina slipped down the field with a de- 
ating rear tyre, in ulging in a Druids spin. 
All kinds of drama, and it left Maguire, his fuel 
ickup problem cured, in third place, ahead of 
ilds. Scott, recovered and going hard, ran sixth, 
chasing Villota for all he was worth, but then 
picked up a puncture and, having changed the 
wheel, found that the other front was punctured 
too and stopped for good with four laps to go. 
Wilds found his oversteering pro lem slightly 
alleviated by the lightening fuel load, and closed 
up on Maguire towards the end, but failed to 
catch him for third place by 7jsecs. Villota drove 
an uninspired race into fifth place, comfortably 
ahead of Divina, while leadmg the survivin 
Atlantics in seventh place was Phil Sharp’s 
Modus M4. Alo Lawler might have taken the 
Atlantic “class” with the L&B Chevron-Swindon 
B29, but following a puncture retired mid-race 
without a left rear wheel, while Leech left the fray 
early after getting punted off in the melee at 
Clark, damaging a rear wheel which then seized on 
the hub. 
It was a good race and, for much of the time, a 
very eyeing one. For Purley, it was a nice one to 
win — but Magee is still only seven points behind 


in the clmampoashp table, and it’s still wide open. 
His turn at Mallory? 
QUENTIN SPURRING 


ShellSport European 5000 Championship, round 6 

Brands Hatch, June 20, 50 laps, 60.12 miles 
1, David Purley (3.4 Chevron-Ford B30 V6), 36m 59.0s, 97.63mph; 
2, Damien Magee a March-Ford 751 V6), 37m 6.4s; 
3, Brian Maguire 0 Williams-Ford/Cosworth DFV FWO4), 49 laps; 
4, Mike Wilds (3.0 Shadow-Ford/Cosworth DFV DN3B), 
5, Emilio Villota (3.0 Lyncar-Ford/Cosworth DFV), 48 laps; 
6, Divina Galica (3.0 Surtees-Ford/Cosworth DFV TS16); 

7, Phil Sharp (1.6 Modus-Ford/Nicholson BDA M4), 47 laps; 8, 
Brian Robinson (2.0 Lola-Ford/Close BDE 1360); 9, Richard Scott 
a Modus-Ford/Swindon BDX M3), 46 laps; 10, Jim Kelly (5.0 

rojan-Chevrolet 1101); 116 Chris Featherstone (5.0 McRae- 
Chevrolet/Morland GM1), 45 laps; 12, Mike King (1.6 Lola-Ford/- 
Nicholson BDA T360); no other finishers. 

Fastest lap: Purley, 42.4s, 102.19mph (record). 
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SUPPORTING RACES 


Heading the supporting programme was a round 
of the Townsend oresen Formula Ford 
Chere pene: with enough entries for three heats 
held during the wet Saturday 5000 practice day. 
One of last year’s FF1600 stars, Kenny Gray, won 
the quickest of the heats in his renewed efforts to 
catch a sponsor’s eye, and took pole position for 
Sunday’s final ahead of Rick Morris, another heat 
winner in his Hawke, and the Tiga of David Lang. 
John Bright (Royale) was fourth on the grid ahead 
of Mike Blanchett, who took the slowest quali- 
fying heat. 

Gray’s Scorpion Royale headed into a comfort- 
able lead while the others tripped over each other, 
and the pursuit was led by Morris and Blanchet 
after Lang tangled with the spinning Derek Daly 
(Hawke) at Druids early on. This incident pro- 
moted Blanchet to a challeaging third, but his 
best efforts were not enough to displace Morris, 
who made certain there was never a gap when 
Blanchet needed one. Some way behind these two, 
Philip Bullman took fourth in his Crosslé, ahead 
of the dicing John Bright and Richard Maile 
(Merlyn). 

The last race to be run on a wet track was a 
challenge match between six MPs and five repre- 
sentatives of the House of Lords, includi g 
“Lord” Jackie Epstein, the Brands Hatch gener: 
manager. Ex-F2 professional Rollo Feilding, now 
Lord Denbigh, repeated last year’s victory and 
led the Lords to a resounding win, helped by Lord 
Normanton and Epstein in second and third 
places. John Corrie, MP for Ayrshire and Bute, 
was a narrow fourth from former Jaguar XK120 
racer Michael Jopling, the Member for West- 
morland. All the Bonttnong team members were 
Conservatives, a brave gesture in view of the 
possible risk to the party’s attempts to break the 
narrow Government sap OEE YS and East Grin- 
stead MP Geoffrey Johnson-Smith caused a few 
hearts to flutter when he clobbered the barrier at 
Graham Hill Bend. 

Immediately after the 5000 race came a round 
of the Forward Trust 1000cc chain pionetip: Pole 
position was taken by Ginger Marshall’s amazing 

ini Traveller, but a dry race might have been ex- 
pected to restore the Imps to their usual 
supremacy. That’s the way it looked as Brian 
Prebble took over the lead when Marshall was 
boxed in by a backmarker at Druids, and John 
Schneider moved his Imp up to third ahead of 
Stephen Hall’s Mini, but a wheel flew off 
Prebble’s car on Cooper Straight on the last lap, 
giving victory to the Traveller. The 850 class also 
went to a Mini, that of David Enderby, after 
Roger Gill’s Imp found trouble. 

A non-championship Formula Ford 2000 race 
sponsored by Lucas attracted 14 starters in- 
cluding some of the regular top names. Ian Taylor 
and Richard Lloyd made it first and fourth for 
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Ken Hensley’s Dulons, sandwiching Richard 
Piper’s Sark and the Merlyn of Bernard Vermilio. 
Vermilio, fastest in practice, was a strong con- 
tender for victory until a stone flew up from 
Taylor’s rear wheel and smashed his visor, luckily 
without harm, and cost him a lot of time sorting 
out the ensuing moment. Vermilio’s loss was 
Piper’s gain, but the hard-trying Sark driver had 
to settle for second place. These three ran away 
from fourth man Lloyd, who was in turn well clear 
of the main bunch. The fight for fifth place got 
very fraught at times an poor Jock Robertson 
fell victim to some unruly behaviour coming down 
the hill from Druids and got pushed hard into the 
barrier. Frank Blanchard’s ailing Elden just kept 
fifth place from a rapidly closing Divina Galica in 
the ex-Ann Moore een. 

The event, a round of the Oceanair Clubmans 
Championship, gave Alex Ferrada yet another 
success in his Mallock U2, chased as often before 
by Don Farthing’s pole-starting U2. Thirteen cars 
started but only six finished. The most spec- 
tacular departures from the scene belonged to 
one-time fourth and fifth men Graham Sinclair 
and Peter Clark, who collided and crashed out of 


the race at Paddock. 
BRIAN PHILLIPS 


Formula Ford, heat one (10 laps): 1, Mike Blanchet (Lola-Minister 
T440), 10m 59.2s, 65.73mph; 2, Philip Bullman (Crossle-Minister 
30F), 11m 3.6s; 3, Derek Daly Ciaeke Minister DL15), 11m 3.8s; 4, 
Doug Wood (Elden-Minister Mk10X), 11m 19.6s. Fastest lap: 
Blanchet, 1m 4.4s, 67.28mph. 

Formula Ford, heat two (10 laps): 1, Rick Morris (Hawke-Scholar 
DL15), 10m 44s; 2, John Bright (Royale-Smith RP21), 10m 57s; 3, 
Tony Halliwell (Merlyn-Minister Mk11A), 11m 4s; 4, Wil Arif (Crossie- 
Piper 25F), 11m 4.6s Fastest lap: Morris, 1m 3s, 68.78mph. 

‘ormula Ford, heat three (10 laps): 1, Kenny Gray (Royale-Scholar 
RP21), 10m 42s, 67.49mph; 2, David Lang (Tiga-Rowland), 10m 
55.4s; 3, John Layland (Royale-Minister RP21), sbi 3.4s; 4, Mike 
Wallaker omcsowlehd Mk2A), 11m 4s. Fastest lap: Gray, 1m 3s, 

.78mph. 

Townsend Thoresen Formula Ford championship round (12 laps): 
1, Gray, 12m 20s, 70.26mph; 2, Morris, 12m 26.6s; 3, Blanchet, 
12m 26.8s; 4, Bullman, 12m 32.4s; 5, John Bright (Royale-Smithy 
ReZ1y 12m 34.4s; 5, Richard Maile (Merlyn-Minister heey 12m 
35s. Fastest lap: Blanchet and Derek Daly (Hawke-Minister DL15), 
1m 0.2s, 71.98mph (Record). 

Shellsport Escort House of Lords versus House of Commons (10 
psy: 1, Lord permet 11m 28.2s, 62.96mph; 2, Lord Normanton, 
11m 28.8s; 3, ‘Lord Epstein’, 11m 29.4s; 4, John Corrie, 11m 48.4s: 
5, Michael Jopling, 11m 48.6s; 6, Lord Strathcarron, 11m 52.2s. 
Fastest lap: Lord Normanton, 1m 6.4s, 65.26mph. 

Forward Trust 1000 Special Saloon cnerplo ree. round, 851cc to 
1000cc and up to 850cc (10 laps); overall and 851cc to 1000cc: 1, 
Ginger Varna .0 Mini Countryman), 9m 8.8s, 78.95mph, 2, John 
Schneider (1.0 Hillman imp), 9m 16.8s; 3, Stephen Hall (1.0 Mini 
Cooper S), 9m 20.2s; 4, Mike Chapple (1.0 Hillman Imp), 9m 24.4s. 
Fastest lap: Marshall, 53.4s, 81.14mph. Up to 850cc: 1, David 
Enderby (Morris Mini), 75.12mph; 2, Neil Dineen (Morris Cooper); 3, 
Pete Knipe (BMC Mini). Fastest lap: Enderby, 56.2s, 77.10mph. 

Lucas FF2000 (15 laps): 1, lan Taylor (Dulon-Nelson MP18), 12m 
25.6s, 87.17mph; 2, Richard Piper RaricHolbay CRO1),12m 26s; 3, 
Bernard Vermilio (Merlyn-Scholar Mk29), 12m 28.8s; 4, Richard 
Lloyd (Dulon-Nelson MP18), 12m 43.4s; 5, Frank Blanchard (Elden- 
Scholar Mk18), 12m 45.6s; 6, Divina Galica (Elden-Scholar Mk18), 
12m 45.8s. Fastest lap: Piper, 48.6s, 89.16mph. 

Oceanair Clubmans Sports Car round On laps): 1, Alex Ferrada 
(Mallock U2-Davron Mk16B), 8m 45.8s, 82.41mph; 2, Don Farthing 
(Mallock U2-Holbay Mk16E), 8m 48.6s; 3, Nigel Winchester 

relic Derren C4A), 8m 58.6s; 4, Guy Woodward (Mallock U2- 

lolbay Mk14), 8m 58.6s; 5, Robin Henderson (Mallock U2-Minister 
Mk16), 9m 5.6s; 6, Brian Young (Haggispeed-Minister 4B), 9m 6s. 
Fastest lap: Ferrada, 51.2s, 84.63mph. 


Bruno makes a break 


Bruno Giacomelli speaks very little English. 
But then, at the moment, he does not need to 
say very much — his track performances 
speak volumes for him. He won the fourth 
round of the ShellSport Formula 3 Cham- 
pionship as he pleased, extending his points 
lead. Joint championship leader prior to 
Silverstone, Rupert Keegan had a miserable 
time with the debut of the Hawke and failed 
to start. Ian Flux drove a tremendous race 
into second place, leaving behind a race long 
struggle for third place. Newcomer Paulo 
Gomes eventually took it ahead of an im- 
pressive Geoff Lees, but only after an enter- 
taining scrap with Dick Parsons, Willi Siller 
and F3 debutant Paul Bernasconi. Richard 
Oliver won the up to 1000cc Esso Uniflo 
Special Saloon race, while victory in the 
larger capacity race went to Tony 
Strawson’s Ford Capri-Chevrolet. Tony. 
Lanfranchi got to meet Eeeperor Rosko 
after his winning drive in the Mayfair Opel 
Commodore in the BBC Radio 1 saloon race. 
Jim Walsh and Bernard Devaney won their 
respective heats of the Brush Fusegear 
Formula Ford round and the two had a 
breahtaking battle in the final, Walsh 
taking the flag by a whisker. 


Although there were a few non-starters (Brett 
Riley, Lamberto Leoni and Claude Cuicci failed to 
show up, while Stephen South was not entered 
due to a shortage o engines), there was plenty of 
interest in the paddock. The race provided the 
second outing for Brazilian Paulo Gomes in a 
works Modus-Toyota M1, who qualified third 
fastest with a time of 56.28s. Although Bruno 
Giacomelli felt that the Toyota/Novamotor in his 
works March 763 was down on power, he still 
managed to claim pole with 56.10. In the middle of 
the Brazilian/Italian sandwhich was none other 
than Ian Flux with his Ockley Racing Ralt. Calmly 
and efficiently, he reeled off 20 laps in the half- 
hour practice session and posted a creditable 
56.16. Willi Siller’s Modus time of 56.72 gave him 
fourth place on the grid alongside Dick Parsons in 
the Anson-Dolomite. Parsons was troubled with a 
lack of power at the bottom of the rev range and a 
vibration from the front brakes; a change of pads 
cured the latter and it was hoped a change from 
fuel injection to carburettors would cure the 
engine pee sien The Anson was painted a virgin 
white; the first signs of long-awaited sponsorship 
for this energetic little cara 

The second works March of Cornelsen Filho was 
on row three. Beside him sat Geoff Lees in the 
brand new Chevron B34, a very good performance 
considering the car had only been completed that 
morning. During practice, attention was focused 
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on the debut of the BAF Hawke AR3; apart from 
ae misfire, the car was not handling at 
all well and Keegan really had to hurl the car 
around the track in an attempt to overcome a lack 
of rear end traction. 

Another newcomer to the grid was Australian 
Paul Bernasconi, the very promising 25-year-old 
Driver to Europe entered in the Ralt driven by 
Ian Ashley at Monaco. He qa 11th fastest, 
complaining about the handling feeling strange. 
As he checked the car over prior to the race, he 
found that the nearside rear upright was 
damaged. An unaccustomed 14th fastest was the 
Modus-Toyota of Mike Young; his engine was 
simply “right down on power” and he decided not 
to start. ; 

With the sprinkling of new driver/car com- 
binations throughout the rid, everyone awaited 
the start with interest. nipmonacely, some of 
that interest waned when Keegan’s Novamotor 
put a rod oe, the side at Becketts on the 
warm-up lap and he returned to the bits in a cloud 
of smoke. On the green light, it was Flux who got 
off the line first, but by Becketts Giacomelli was 
in the lead. As he came down the Club straight, 
Bruno put in some practice for racing at Monza by’ 
doing a “Regazzoni weave” and breaking away. 
The order through Woodcote on the first was 
Giacomelli, Flux, Parsons,  Siller, ees, 
Bernasconi, Gomes (who had_made a bad start), 
John Stokes (March 753) and Cornelsen. 

As Giacomelli broke away, Flux was challenged 
by Parsons after Parsons had led the Ralt briefly 
on lap 3, but the Anson was still down on power 
coming out of the corners and Flux was gradually 
able to pull away. Attention was focused on the 
progress of Gomes. Obviously not concerned 
about this being his second single-seater race, and 

robably inspired by the presence of his friend 

arlos Peon, the Brazilian took Lees on the fourth 
lap. A lap later he was by Bernasconi, and was 
elevated to fourth when Parsons dropped back to 
sixth after missing a gear through Woodcote. 
Gomes now started attacking the third place of 
Siller, taking the Modus into Becketts on lap 8, 
only for Siller to outbrake him into Woodcote. The 
next lap saw Gomes do the same to Siller, but the 
Brazilian came out wide and Siller passed him 
again — the two nearly touching in the process. 
Gomes tried the same manoeuvre on the next lap, 
but left his braking too late, got crossed up at the 
apex, and went into a spin taking Siller with him. 

ortunately they were able to continue, but not 
before the dicing trio of Bernasconi, Parsons and 
Lees had slip through. These three now hotly 
disputed third place, Bernasconi driving bravely 
considering the handling of the Ralt, Parsons 
getting well tweaked up (and taking Bernasconi 
on lap 11) in an effort to combat the lack of power, 
and Lees coping admirably with an unsorted car. 

This battling trio became a quartet with the 
arrival of the irrepressible Gomes on their tails. 
Two laps to go, and Gomes took Lees and then 
benefited from a spin by Bernasconi at Becketts 
on the penultimate lap; then Parsons obligingly 
did the same at the same corner on the last lap. 
Meanwhile an unflustered Bruno took the flag 
some 5secs ahead of Flux, who in turn finished a 
very good 10secs head of Gomez, Lees, Siller and 
Bernasconi. 

The first race for the Esso Uniflo Special 
Saloons was for the up to 1000cc class, and it 
seemed certain that victory would go to poleman 
Rob Mason in the George Bevan Imp. Although 
the Imps of Geoff Farmer and Richard Oliver led 
as far as Becketts, Mason had a better line 
through the corner and took the lead on the Club 
Straight and immediately bagan to pull away. 
Farmer and Oliver diced for second place, Oliver 
moving ahead on the fifth lap. From about the 
third bo onwards, Mason felt a reduction in 

ower but was able to keep ahead — until the last 

ap, when on the back straight the engine cut out 
completely and the hapless Mason coasted round 
Woodcote to be beaten across the line by a 
surprised Oliver and an equally amazed Farmer. 
Mason’s car had lost all its water due to a blown 
head gasket. 

The race for the larger capacity Uniflo cars 
rales a runaway victory for the ex-Mick Hill 

apri-Chevrolet of Tony Strawson. He stormed 
away from pole one and pulled out an 
immediate lead on Gordon Mayers’s Jaguar XJ8. 
Mayers’s race lasted until the end of the seventh 
lap, when the Jaguar suddenly pirouetted to a 
stop in front of the pits with a deflated nearside 
rear tyre. It was an otherwise uneventful race, 
and Strawson had a sideways moment on his 
slowing down lap — probably the most exciting 
thing that happened. 

The BBC Radio 1 Production Saloon round 
s shieng Tony Lanfranchi with a win in his 

‘ayfair Opel Commodore — even though he 
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fmished second. First ey the flag was the 
amazing Ford wig se of Rod Birley, who had led 
from the start to fmish and had had no brakes for 
most of the race. Just before the start, his starter 
motor jammed and he had to leave his engine 
running on the grid, and this cost him a 10second 
penalty and four places in the final fmishin 
order. Initially, Lanfranchi had diced with Davi 
Taylor's BMW Si, Brian Poppet 6 Commodore, 
Ivan Dutton’s Capri and John Brindley’s rapid 
Mazda. As Lanfranchi pulled away toward the 
latter half of the race, the battle raged with much 
nudging and excursions on the grass. Brindle 
took the £2000 class, while Gerry Marshall's 
Magnum won the £2400 class. Marshall had a 
race-long battle with Phil Dowsett’s Capri — 
Dowsett af eae into some incredible angles 
through Woodcote due to worn shock absorbers 
— and on the last De te was attacked by 
Simon Watson’s BMW Si, the BMW spinning at 
Woodcote. 

The BRDC had thoughtfully laid on a round of 
the Brush Fusegear Formula Ford Championshij 
and this was run off in two heats and a final. 
“Dish of the Day” Jim Walsh won the first heat in 
his Royale RP21 from Chris Skellern’s Crosslé 
30F. A race-long dice for third saw Paul Smith in 
his Royale beat the Royale of Tom wood and front 
row man David Toye, Smith and Wood crossing 
the line side-by-side. 

The second heat saw the continued dominance 
of Irish drivers, and close fought racing. Bernard 
Devaney’s Hawke DL15 won by the relatively 
comfortable FF1600 margin of 8secs, but behind 
him a frantic struggle for second eventually went 
to Trevor van Rooyen’s well-driven Royale from 
the not so well driven Royale of pole position man 
Richard Gorne. Gorne had indulged in some 
frightening brake locking moments into 
Woodcote and had incurred the wrath of fourth- 
placed Matthew Argenti on more than one 
occasion. 

For one terrible- moment, it seemed that 
Devaney would bea non-starter for the final when 
his car was pushed to the side of the grid prior to 
the warm-up lap. Fortunately, the trouble was 
only a loose plug in the gearbox. This was soon 
rectified and from the word go it was Devaney 
and Walsh side-by-side all the way — literally. 
Devaney lead the first three laps, then Walsh 
moved ahead at Woodcote after a very sideways 
manoeuvre. Devaney led laps 5 and 6, with Walsh 
in charge on lap 7. It was noticeable how they 
would tear into Woodcote side-by-side, Devaney 
on the inside. He would exit on a fast, wide line, 
while Walsh would pitch the car into some lurid 
slides on the apex and take a tighter exit and 
challenge on the inside going into Copse. The lead 
swapped continually, with Devaney in front on 
the penultimate lap. Walsh took to the front on 
the last lap and everyone watched the Club 
Straight as they came into sight. Devaney was on 
the outside this time, and thought he would try 
and outfox Walsh with a taste of his own medicine 
by capita ona fighter line. But it was not to be, 
for in the heat of the moment Devaney locked up 
and Walsh took the verdict. It goes without 
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saying that the scrap for third yeaes was just as 
breathtaking, Argenti beating Skellern and Smith 
for the place. 


MAURICE HAMILTON 


ShellSport Formula 3 Championship, round 4 
Silverstone, June 20, 15 laps, 24.12 miles 
1, Bruno Giacomelli (March-Toyota/Novamotor 763), 14m 13.76s, 
101.71mph; 
2, lan Flux (Ralt-Toyota/Novamotor RT1), 14m 18.09s; 
3, Paulo Gomes (Modus-Toyota/Novamotor M1), 14m 28.00s; 
4, Geoff Lees (Chevron-Toyota/Novamotor B347, 14m 28.37s; 5, 
5, Willi Siller (Modus-Toyota/Novamotor M1), 14m 32.33s; 
6, Paul Bernasconi (Ralt-Toyota/Novamotor RT1), 14m 32.79s; 

7, Dick Parsons (Anson-Dolomite/Brown AN3), 14m 36.42s; 8, 
Mike Whey (March-Ford/Novamotor BS 14m 39.25s; 9, 
Cornelsen Filho (March-Toyota/Novamotor 763), 14m 40.71; 10, 
John Stokes (March-Toyota/Novamotor 753) 14m 40.75s. Fastest 
lap: Giacomelli, 56.12s, 103.15mph. 

ormula Ford, heat 1 (10 laps): 1, Jim Walsh (Royale-Scholar 
RP21), 10m 52.42s, 88.73mph; 2, Chris Skellern (Crossié-Scholar 
30F), 10m 52.79s; 3, Paul Smith (Royale-Rowland RP21), 11m 
03.01s; 4, Tom Wood (Royale-Scholar RP21), 11m 03.19s; 5, David 
Toye (Ro ale-Minister RP21), 11m 03.38s; 6, Richard Wills (Tiga- 
Oselli 76F), 11m 04.69s. Fastest lap: Skellern, 1m 03.94s, 
90.53mph. . 

Formula Ford, heat 2 (10 laps) 1, Bernard Devane ante 
DL15), 10m 53.54s; 2, Trevor Van Rooyen (Royale-Minister 
RP21), 11m 01.56s; 3, Richard Gorne (Royale-Minister RP21), 11m 
01.70s; 4, Matthew Argenti (Van Diemen-Scholar RF76), 11m 
03.37s; 5, Peter Morgan (Royale-Davron Rat} 11m 08.04s; 6, 
Richard Towers (Lola-Close 1340), 11m 08.21s. Fastest lap: 
Devaney, 1m 04.49s, 89.75mph. 

Esso Uniflo Special Saloon Car Championship round (10 laps) — 
overall: 1, Richard Oliver (1.0 Chrysler Imp),-11m 24.32s, 
84.59mph; 2, Geoff Farmer (1.0 Hillman Imp), 11m 24.56s; 3, Rob 
Mason (1.0 Sunbeam Imp), 11m 25.49s; 4, Basil Dagge (1.0 Hillman 
Imp), 11m 34.40s; 5, Colin Craven (1.0 Hillman Imp), 11m 41.275; 6, 
Geoff Gilkes (850 Mini), 11m 56.57s. 851-1000ce: 1, Oliver; 2, 
Farmer; 3, Mason; 4, agges 5, Craven; 6, Tim Constantine (1.0 

45s. Fastest lap: Oliver, 1m 06.67s, 


30.02s; 3, Alan Foster ee Vauxhall Magnum Coupe), 19m 30.86s; 
st lap: Marshall, 1m 14.74s, 77.45mph 


RX3 ebrig tags 24.03s; 3, Eric Cook seo Mazda RX3 Coupe), 19m 
24.54s; 4, Paul Alexander (2.0 Mazda RX2), 19m 42.63s; 5, Freddie 
Jacks (2.0 Mazda RX3 Coupe), 19m 02.36s; no other finishers. 
Fastest lap: Brindley, 1m 13.78s, 78.46mph (record). Up to £1600: 
4 pan Alderton (1.2 Honda evi) 18m 55.27s, 71.39mph; 2, 
Trevor Moore (1.6 Hillman Avenger), 19m 03.24s; 3, Pete Smith (1.2 
Honda Civic), 19m 14.11s; 4, Roger Turner (1.2 Lada), 13 laps; 5, 
Wendy Yerkes (1.2 Lada), 13 laps; 6, Rob Slater (1.2 Lada), 13 laps. 
Fastest lap: Alderton, 1m 19.29s, 73.01mph (record). 

Esso Uniflo Special Saloon Car Championship round (10 laps) — 
overall: 1, fowy Strawson (7.2 Ford Capri-Chevrolet), 10m 13.78s, 
94.31mph; 2, Tony Dickinson (2.0 Ford Escort-BDA), 10m 41.88s; 3, 
Pete Shelton (5.0 Ford Cortina V8) 11m 01.97s; 4, John Morgan 
pe Jaguar Mk1), 11m 14.97s; 5, Nigel Clarke (1.3 Mini-Cooper S), 9 
japs; 6, Geoff Ryman (1.3 Mini-Cooper ne laps. Over 1300cc: 1, 
Strawson; 2, Dickinson; 3, Shelton; 4, Morgan; 5, John Davidson 
ql ‘8 Ford Anglia), 8 laps; no other finishers. Fastest lap: Strawson, 

m 00.18s, 96.19mph. 1001-1300cc: 1, Clarke; 2, Byman; 3, Gerry 
Souge (1.3 Mini-Cooper S), 9 ae 4, David Carvell (1.3 Mini-Cooper 
S), 9 laps; 5, Ted Taylor (1. Mini-Cooper $), 9 laps; 6, Petei 
ahinan @ .3 Mini-Cooper S), 9 laps. Fastest lap: Byman, 1m 07.14s 

.22mph. 

Brush Fusegear Formula Ford Championship round, final (12 
laps): 1, Walsh, 13m 01.09s, 88.93mph; 2, Devaney, 13m 01.13s; 3 
Argenti, 13m 02.24s; 4, Skellern, 13m 03.21s; 5, Smith, 130 
03.89s; 6, Gorne, 13m 04.76s. Fastest lap: Gorne, 1m 03.78s 
90.76mph. 
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CADWELL PARK 


Formals Vee winner Wadham's Scarab leads Simpson ’s third-placed JSR. 


Low-budget thrills 


It was mainly the low budget classes of com- 
petition cars putting on the entertainment 
at the Nottingham SCC’s Cadwell Park 
meeting on Sunday, and the quality of 
racing was uniformly high. Two lap records 
fell: those for the F750s, taken by race winner 
Chris Hague (Wessex Special), and Mini 
Se7ens which went to Terry Pudwell’s Data- 
skill/Lawrence Mini, although he was beaten 
in the Leyland Challenge round by Graham 
Wenham’s Micktuned car. However, it was 
the Classic Saloons, on their first visit to 
Cadwell, which earned a spontaneous round 
of applause from the crowd. The tortuous 
Cadwell circuit claimed its usual toll of bent 
machinery, fortunately without driver 
injury, but the various incidents contributed 
to arather late finish for the meeting. 

Reliant F750 Championship leader Chris Hague: 
had the best of the start with his beautifully made 
little Wessex Special but he then lost the lead to 
John Giles (JGS 5B) only to retake it on the 
second lap. Giles then came under fire from Tim 
Green’s Time Mk IIIA but the latter temporarily 
disappeared in a cloud of smoke and dust on lap 5 
to emerge well down the field. Despite pane a 
wheel coming in to the Mountain on one ap 
Hague held the gap to 1.4s over Giles at the finis 
with Lyn Evans (Centaur) a fairly distant third. 
Richard Tyzack’s DNC Mk IIIA was failing to- 
wards the end and he dropped_behind. Bob 
Wright’s Centaur and a recovering Green but just 
held off Dick Harvey’s Darvi Mk3 in a rather 
crowded finish. j 

An attempted four abreast attack on Charlie’s 
ushered in a typically hairy Leyland Mini Se7en 
round. All the action was behind the leader how- 
ever for there was no holding championship leader 
Graham Wenham in his ’69 car. The plumber from 
Iver Heath maintained a distinct advantage from 
beginning to end. Terry Pudwell’s efforts to get 
ahead and stay ahead of John West’s particularly 
hairy device in the ex-Geoff Gilkes car rewarded 
him with a new class record as well as second 
place. Graham Larrington managed to hold off 
the efforts of Julian Cutler for fourth place after 
the retirement of Jim Mancey’s Jimini. Two mid- 
fielders contrived to enter the Mountain in T-bone 
formation in the middle of the pack on lap two but 
without drastic result. 

The Formula Vees seemed a little less hectically 
driven but there were two good dices up front. 
Nick Wadham’s ex-Ian Flux Scarab snatched the 
lead from Ray Simpson’s JSR but after an initial 
sortie at Park the bine JSR was in front on lap 2. 
Wadham never gav¢.up and retook the lead two 
laps from home. Simpson made a last lap effort 
but he was hampered by back markers and spun 
at Barn, taking the flag a distant third with a 
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damaged nose, after ‘comingman’ Edward Jones 
{Alpha 78V). Jones had fought for most of the 
way with erstwhile Championship leader Tim 
Flynn, but the latter’s Scarab left the course on 


lap 7. 

The Alan Pond Trophy race for Special Saloons 
was really a prtele ie fight between Jim Evans’s 
AET Escort Turbo, running for the first time 
competitively with lower roll-centre and stiffer 
springs, and Tony Sugden’s so-consistent Escort 

E. The Turbo was slow away but was in front 
on lap two, looking a bit twitchy as it breasted the 
Mountain. Sugden kept hard in behind and was 
rewarded when Evans spun at Park, restarting 
way back. Sugden therefore won by almost a 
minute (in eight laps!) from Clinton Bourke’s FC 
Construction Mini, Bob Morey’s Carter (Builder) 
version and Evans who just managed to retake 
Bill Barrett’s Mini-Holbay before the flag. Dou 
Emms deserves praise for the way he struggle 
with the nimble Minis in his unwieldy Chevrolet 
Camaro, finishing sixth despite being badly 
baulked by a back marker on lap 6. 

For most of the distance the F1300 Champion- 
ship event was a battle between Philip Lloyd’s 
Nomad Mk2 and Bob Davis’s Davis 1C, with 
Lloyd always tenuously ahead. Towards the end 
the new nose of Davis’s car started grinding on 
the ground and he slowed, losing his place to 
Steve Collier’s 14-year-old ex-Richard Hurdwell 
Wells. Davis did manage to hand on to third place 
although it was a close run thing with Jim 
Ravenscroft (Messer 2A) and Vic Waterhouse 
(Mallock U2 Mk14B) right behind in another 
rather frantic finish. 

There then followed a second Mini Se7en race 
where four non-qualifying drivers raced for the 
awards and a dozen or so lads who had been out in 
the Challenge round started 10 seconds later with 
only glory at stake. Taking the race as a whole the 

uick boys soon overcame their ‘penalty’ and 

ohn West briefly held sway before his car finally 

ot the better of him fairly comprehensively at 

arn, putting him well off the track. This left the 
field clear for Graham Woskett, who had only 
covered one lap in the earlier race in the Ripspeed 
car, although he was pursued yr closely all the 
way to the flag by Tony Styles. John Love headed 
the two ‘official’ survivors in fourth place. 

There were just eleven Classic Saloons but the 
ancient steeds put on a great show and only one 
fell sick which says a lot for their reparation. 
Graig Hinton’s smart Weston Park Sagas Team 
J ageer 2.4 led all the way but he could not relax 
as he was parpetually shadowed 4 former Morris 
Minor-Chevrolet driver Mike Bennion in his 
Zephyr 6. The great attraction though was the 
tremendous fight hetween the Morris Minor men 
Jo Baily and George Page, the red 2.4 Jaguar of 
Terry Harris which didn’t handle anything like as 
well as Hinton’s, and Peter Deffee’s Jaguar 


MK&VII which had, and survived, the most enorm- 
ous moment on the Mountain. After suffering 
terrible embarassments from the Minors, Harris 
had his nose in front at the finish from Baily, 
Deffee and Page who had got himself crossed up 
somewhere and lost considerable ground. No 
wonder saloon racing first flourished in the mid- 
fifties. 

Attractions elsewhere left a small but fairly 
select Formula Ford field with a few Clubmans 
cars thrown in for good measure. It was one of the 
latter, Ian McCullough’s new U2-Holbay Mk16B, 
which forced its way through the FF leaders to 
take a one second Victory, from the FF pack which 
was always led by Glen Eagling’s Van Diemen. At 
the flag though Baslings time was equated by 
Tony Barley (Royale RP21) who had made a 
blinder of a start from the third row, and Peter 
peri gv (Lotus 69F) whose progress was not 
helped by a first lap incident when someone re- 
portedly ran over one of his front wheels. 


CHRIS MASON 


Reliant F750 National Champtonship round (8 laps): 1, Chris iege 
Wey Special), 14m 52.2s, 72.62mph; 2, John Giles (JGS 5B), 
4m 53.6s; 3, Lyn Evans (Centaur F750), 15m 14.2s; 4, Bob Wright 
(Coateer F750), 15m 20.4s; 5, Tim Green (Time MkII/A), 15m 40.45: 
, Richard Tyzack (DNC MkIIIA), 15m 40.6s. Fastest lap: Hague, 1m 
47.8s, 75.13mph (record). 

Leyland Cars National Mini Se7en Gi atengs round (8 laps): 
1, Graham Wenham, 15m 47.6s, 68.38mph; 2, Terry Pudwell, 15m 
51.6s; 3, John West, 15m 53.2s; 4, Graham Larrington, 16m 06.0s; 
5, Julian Cutler, 16m 07.8s; 6, Ben Dutson, 16m 16.2s. Fastest lap: 
Pudwell, 1m 56.0s, 69.82mph (ord), 

VW(GB) Ltd National Formula Vee Championship round (8 laps): 
1, Nick Wadham eee Vee), 14m _10.0s, 76.23mph; 2, Edward 
Jones (Alpha 73V), 14m 39.6s; 3, Ray Simpson i Veq), 14m 
58.4s; 4, Pete Birch (Home-Built Link Vee), laps; 5, Mike 
McDermott (Project 73A), 7 laps; 6, Brendan Lynch (Landar Vee), 7 
laps. Fastest lap: Wadham, 1m 43.85, 78.03mph. 

Alan Pond Trophy Special Saloon Pimple nse round (8 laps), 
overall: 1, Tony Sugden (1.8 Ford Escort B S 13m 39.2s, 
79.10mph; 2, Clinton Bourke (1.3 Mini-Cooper S), 14m 38.6s; 
3, Bob ony ons MiniCooper S), 14m 45.4s; 4, Jim Evans (2.0 
Ford Escort RS2000 Turbo), no time given. Over 1300cc: 1, Sugden: 
2, Evans; 3, Doug Emms (6.0 Chevrolet Camaro 228). Fastest la 
Evans, 1m 39.0s, 81.81mph: 1001-1300cc: 1, Bourke, 73.75mph; 
2, Morey; 3, Dave Horsley (1.3 Mini-Cooper S). Fastest lap: Bourke. 
1m 45.6s, 76.70mph: up to 1000ce: 1, Bill Barrett (1.0 Mini-Holbay), 
73.05mph; 2, Martin Edwards (1.0 Mini-Cooper S$); 3, Nick Birch 
(1.0 Chrysler imp). Fastest lap: Barrett, 1m 47.0s, 75.70mph. 

Formula 1300 National Championship round (8 laps): 1, Philip 
es (1.2 Nomad Mk2), 13m 32.2s, no speed given: 2, Steve Collier 
(1.3 Wells), 13m 49.4s; 3, Bob Davis (1.3 Davis 1C), 13m 51.2s: 
4, Jim Ravenscroft (1.3 Messer 2A), 13m 52.2s; 5, Vic Waterhouse 
ie Mallock U2 Mk14B), 13m 52.4s; 6, Graham Kay (1.3 Mallock U2 

Nace 14m 25.8s. Fastest Ue Lloyd, 1m 39.0s, 81.81mph. 

Mini Se7ens (8 laps): 1, Graham Woskett, 16m 12.2s, 66.65mph; 
2, Tony Styles, 16m_13.2s; 3, Julian Cutler, 16m 29.8s; 4, John 
Love, 16m 43.6s Fastest lap: Styles and Cutler, 1m 59.0s, 
me ponph, 

Classic Saloons (8 Hie 1, Graig Hinton (2.5 Jaguar 2.4), 17m 
32.8s, 61.55mph; 2, Michael Bennion (Ford Zephyr Mkil), 17m 
34.2s; 3, Terry Harris (2.5 Jaguar 2.4 Mk1), 18m 13.0s; 4, Jo Baily 
pe Morris Minor 1000), 18m_14.8s; 5, Peter Deffee (3.4 Jaguar 

kVIl), 18m 22.2s; 6, George Page (1.0 Morris Minor), 18m 22.4s. 
A oet lap: Bennion and Hinton, 2m 09.6s, 62.50mph (establishes 
record). 

Geo. Sands & Son Ltd. Trophy for Formula Ford and Clubmans 
cars (8 laps), overall: 1, !an McCullough (1.6 Mallock U2-Holbay 
Mk118), 13m 28.8s, 80.11mph; 2, Glen Eagling (FF Van Diemen- 
Scholar RF75), 13m 29.8s; 3, Tony Barley (FF Royale-Brown RP21), 
13m 29.8s; 4, Peter Harrington (Lotus-Scholar ogg | 13m 31.0s. 
Formula Ford: 1, Eagling, 80.01mph; 2, Barley; 3, Harrington. 
Fastest lap: Barley and Eagling, 1m 39.0s, 81.81mph: Clubmans 
fully modified: 1, McCullough; 2, Tim Densham (1.6 Mallock U2-Ford 
Mk6X); no other finishers. Fastest lap: McCullough, 1m 38.4s, 
82.31mph: Clubmans FF-engined: no finishers. Fastest lap: not 
given. 


Evans pursues Special Saloon winner Sugden 
before his spin. 
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Le 
Ken Brown leads the FF1600-engined Clubman’s battle with his Mallock. 


MALLORY PARK 


Catering for clubmen 


The BRSCC Midland Centre ran an 
attractive nine-race programme for their 
club members last Sunday at Mallory Park 
with a very varied collection of events and a 
welcome restriction of single-seaters for a 
change. Almost every race had something in 
it to keep the moderate crowd entertained 
on a warm afternoon. 


The 1275 GT Minis were mixed with the cheapest 
category of prodsports cars which gave the 
amomalous sight of the more highly modified 
saloons running rings round Spridgets with 
basically similar engines. Close practice times 
among the Minis promised a keen contest but it 
all became a little too proximate at Gerards on the 
second lap as Paul Taft challenged Steven Soper 
for the lead, was squeezed out, and spun into the 


bank. Soper carried on to win under intense. 


pressure all the way from the similarly Longman- 
motivated car of Alan Curnow, while the Sigma 
Mini of Roger Saunders was ever pressing in 
third. Geoff Till’s Aldon car, delayed by Taft’s 
accident, recovered well from 15th to sixth by the 
end behind Jim Burrows and Malcolm Leggate. 
Dave Karaskas won the Spridget class in his 
Oselli Austin-Healey although Chris Meek 
finished ahead of him on the road in the ex-Terry 
Grimwood 1.5 Midget, having apparently been 
permitted to disregard the normal 10s penalty for 
practising out of session, a favour which was 
granted to no oneelse during the afternoon. 

The F4s are now approaching the times 
achieved in their heyday by the best of the 1-litre 
F3s from which they are derived, a new lap record 
of 48.2s going to Bill Coming: having his first 
race in the rebuilt, ex-Fergus Tait championship 
winning Delta of the Horseless Carriage Co. 
Cowling almost won the race, passing eventual 
victor John Brown in a similar Delta IRF4 twice 
on Stebbe Straight only to lose first gear at the 
hairpin the first time and then, on the last lap, he 
was baulked by a back marker at the same place 
allowing Brown through to win by 0.2s. The 
hairpin had seen lap one leader Roy Lewington 
spin his Brabham BT28 on the second lap, an 
incident which also held up pole position man 
Alex Lowe and the rebodied Tecno of Sob 
Laughton. Lewington and Laughton never 
recovered, and spent the rest of the race dicing in 


midfield, but Lowe finished a strong third in his’ 


Chevron B20. 

Behind Chris Meek, who won the prodsports 
race as usual in his Lotus Europa Special, there 
was plenty of action between various TV 
Morgans in both classes. Rod Gretton, after 
leadmg the whole of lap one in his TVR 3000M, 
had to give way to the inevitable to concentrate 
on keeping John Britten’s Morgan Plus 8 at bay, 
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after Britten had gone past. 


s and. 


which he succeeded in doing until the engine over- 
heated from loss of coolant, seizing on the last lap 
R honour was 
upheld by Stewart Halstead’s third overall in 
another 3000M while Chris Alford, despite a 
blown head gasket near the end, won the £3000 
class with ease. Morgan merchant Bruce 
Stapleton was fourth overall in his Plus 8 while 
Cis Hampshire’s 4/4 was second to Alford in 
class. 

More Morgans, of the three-wheel venta came 
out for their annual thrash round Mallory at 
phenomenal speeds for their precarious handling 
on skinny tyres. Last year’s winner Bill Tuer, in a 
1932 Super Sports, did it again, passing Andy 
Stewart’s similar car at half distance and going on 
to set a new record at 78.64mph. Stuart Harper’s 
1922 Super Sports lasted a lap in second place 
before something serious happened to the main 
shaft so Gary Caroline’s 1928 Super Sports was 
the only other unlapped finisher. 

The very Mey ae modsports races were 
rather processional for once. In the smaller cate- 
gories, comprising mainly Spridgets, no one could 
match the speed. and few the standard of 
preparation, of Jim Adamson’s Rock Engineering 
Davrian which ran away and hid from the 
opposition, breaking the 1150 class record of 
Davrian works driver Bob Jarvis in the process. 
Ian Hall, despite sagging oil pressure, held on in 
second place with his Mini-Jem to take the 1500cc 
class just ahead of Gordon Howie’s Midget at the 
end. The anticipated challenge from John 
Wilmshurst’s Vickers Midget never happened for 
he elected to start from the back of the grid rather 
than his middle of the front row slot, and then 
retired on lap six with a broken drive shaft after 
working his way up to seventh. 

Malcolm Jackson won the Cooper Oil Northern 
Clubmans race in his Arden-prepared U2 without 
having to exert himself into equalling his recently 
created lap record. Ray Bdge chased hard in his 
newer Mallock but was over four seconds adrift at 
the finish, albeit a similar margin ahead of third 
man Alan Webb in the very fast Team 
Camborough U2 which he normally prepares for 
Nick Adams. Best of the non-U2s was former 
stock car driver Tony Norton, fourth in his 
Gryphon: Promising newcomer Dud Moseley kept 
well clear of a frantic dice between Ken Brown, 
Geoff Lambert, Andrew Feather and Don Cressy 
to win the FF1600-engined class, all of them in 
U2s. Feather and Cressy were so carried away 
that they failed to see the flag and carried on fora 
couple of extra laps. 

Richard Thwaites dominated the Classic Car 
Championship round, as well he might, in the ex- 
Tony Dean Brabham BT$8, now fitted with a 2.5 
FPF Climax which it never had before. Mike 
Wood made it a good day for Easterns Carpets by 


coming home second in the ex-Thwaites Elva- 
BMW Mk 7S, some five seconds ahead of Brian 
Cocks in one of several Lotus 23Bs. Best GT car, 
and fourth overall, was John Webb’s Monsieur 
Rochas Elan to keep the championship’s sponsor 
happy, Brian Classick’s Iso Grifo (hailed as a “150 
Griffith’’ in the appalling misprinted pro- 
amme) having skulked back to the paddotte in 
isgrace under the black flag after exuding vast 
clouds of oil smoke over everyone from an over- 
filled sump for five laps. Mike Oustroumoff’s 
Lola Mk1 was third for one lap before a large spin 
almost put him in the lake out on Gerards. A lack 
of liaison between the organisers and the 
championship co-ordinator resulted in last year’s 
classes being used and one felt that, for the effort 
they put in, Monsieur Rochas deserved something 
better in the way of presentation. 

Grahame Tilley won the FF1600 race in his 
Crosslé 25F after driving round the outside of 
Barry Pigot’s Royale RP21 at Gerards, a similar 
manoeuvre earlier at the Esses having just failed 
to come off. Alex Hawkridge, with Rad Dougall in 
attendance, took third in the Toleman Group 
Royale while Michael Colin’s smart old March 708 
emerged from a jostling bunch for fourth after 
Tony Pollock had spun his Dulon MP15 at the 
hairpin. 

A disappointingly small grid of larger capacity 
modsports cars rounded off the racing, non- 
starters having decimated the entry. Brian 
Murphy’s E-type won from the Elans of Jon 
Fletcher and John Bury but places changed rarely 
throughout the field once Mark Hales’s Turner 
Mk 3 had overcome the Supercharged Midgets of 
John Finch and Ed Reeve, the latter’s losing its 
exhaust on the way. 
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British Leyland Mini 1275 GT National Challenge round and Eur< 
Burgess Southern resgue Production Sports Car Champlonshif 
round up to £2000 (10 laps): 1, Steven Soper (1.3 Mini 1275 GT) 
10m 15.2s, 79.00mph; 2, Alan Curnow (1.3 Mini 1275 GT), 10m 
154s; 3, Roger Saunders (1.3 Mini 1275 GT), 10m 15.6s; 4, Jin 
Burrows (1.3 Mini 1275 GT), 10m _21.0s. Mini class: 1, Soper 
79.00mph; 2, Curnow; 3, Saunders. Fastest lap: Saunders, 1m 0.2s 
80.73mph. Production Sports Car class: 1, Dave cata tp 4 
Austin-Healey Sprite), 73.50mph; 2, Chris Meek (1.5 MG Midge’ 
Mk4); 3, “Valli” (1.5 MG Midget Mk4). Fastest lap: Meek, 1m 3.8s 
76.17mph (euals record). 

Formula 4 Creneonshe round (10 Jers): 1, John Brown ft C 
Delta-Delta/Ford IRF4), 8, 33.4s, 94.66mph; 2, Bill Cowling (1. 
Delta-Holbay/Ford IRF4), 8m 33.6s; 3, Alex Lowe (1.0 Chevron 
Lucas/Ford MAE B20), 8m 39.6s; 4, Ken Crook (1.0 Lotus 
PMED/Ford MAE 41C), 8m 45.0s; 5, Mike Whatley (1.0 Brabham 
Holbay/Ford BT21), 8m 47.0s; 6, Eddie Heasell (1.0 Brabham-Nova 
motor/Ford BT38C), 8m 49.2s. Fastest lap: Cowling, 48.2s 
100.83mph (record). 

Euro Burgess Southern League Production Sports Car Cham 
pionship round over £2000 and upto £4500 (10 nee 1, Chris Meel 
(1.6 Lotus Europa Special), 9m 38.6s, 84.00mph; 2, John Britter 
(3.5 Morgan Plus 8) 9m 45.4s; 3, Stewart Halstead (3.0 TVI 
3000M), 51.0s; 4, Bruce Stapleton (3.5 Morgan Plus 8), 10n 
7.6s. £3001 to £4500 class: 1, Meek, 84.00mph; 2, Britten; 3 
Halstead. Fastest lap: Meek, 56.4s, 86.17mph. £2001 to £300( 
class: 1, Chris Alford (1.6 TVR 1600M), 78.18mph; 2, Chri 
Hampshire Ge Morgan 4/4), 3, David Beams (1.0 Ginetta G15) 
Fastest lap: Alford, 1m 1.2s, 79.41mph (record). 

Morgan Three-Wheelers (10 laps): 1, Bill Tuer (1.1 Morgan Supe 
Sports-JAP), 10m 38.0s, 76.17mph; 2, Andy Stewart (1.1 Morgai 
Super Sports-JAP), 10m 54.4s; 3, Gary Caroline (1.0 Morgan Supe 
pores) 11m 21.8s. Modified class: 1, Tuer, 76.17mph; ¢ 
Stewart; 3, Caroline. Fastest i0p: Tuer, 1m 1.8s, 78.64mph (record) 
Standard class: 1, Nicholas Edwards sry Morgan Super Sports 
Matchless), 62.06mph; 2, John Rowland (1.0 Morgan Super Sports 
Matchless); 3, Peter Enticknap (1.0 Morgan 
Fastest lap: Edwards, 1m 16.4s, 63.61mph. 

BRSCC Modified Sports Car Championship round up to 1500c 
(10 laps): 1, Jim Adamson (1.1 Davrian-Imp Mk7), 8m 54.0; 
91.18mph; 2, lan Hall (1.4 mini-Jem Mk2), 9m 12.6s; 3, Gordo 
Howie (1.5 MG Midget), 9m 13.4s; 4, Geoff Weeks (1.4 MG Midge 
9m 21.4s. 1151 to 1500cc class: 1, Hall, 87.95mph; 2, Howie; : 
Weeks. Fastest lap: Hall and Weeks, 54.2s, 89,67mph (record). U 
to 1150cc class: 1, Adamson, 91.18mph; 2, Steven Roberts (1. 
Mini-Marcos); 3, Ron Kirkman (1.1 Davrian-Imp Mk7). Fastest lay 
Adamson, 52.2s, 93.10mph (Record). 

Cooper Oil Northern Clubmen’s Sports Car Championship roun 
(10 laps): 1, Malcolm Jackson (1.6 Mallock U2-Arden/Holbay Mk14 
7m 506s, 103.27mph; 2, Ray Edge (1.6 Mallock U2-Davron/Holba 
Mk17B), 7m 55.0s; 3, Alan Webb (1.6 Mallock U2-Davron Mk18B) 
8m 0.0s; 4, Tony Norton (1.6 Gryphon-Longman C44A), 8m 5.8: 
Fully modified class: 1, Jackson, 103.27mph; 2, Edge; 3, Webt 
Fastest lap: Jackson, 45.0s, 108.00mph. Formula Ford 1600 clas: 
1, Dud Mosely (Mallock U2-Holbay Mk16B), no speed given; 2, Ke 
Brown (Mallock U2-Rowland Mk16); 3, Geoff Lambert (Mallock Ui 
Holbay Mk14). Fastest lap: nee 51.0s, 95.30mph. 

Monsieur Rochas Classic Car Championship round (10 laps): | 
Richard Thwaites (2.5 Brabham-Climax BT8), 9m 13.4s, 87.82mpt 
2, Mike Wood (2.0 Elva-BMW Mk7S), 9m 28.6s; 3, Brian Cocks g 
Lotus-Ford 238 t/c), 9m 33.6s; 4, John Webb (1.5 Lotus Elan 26R 
9m 40.4s. Front-engined GT cars over 2000cc class:_1, Brewste 
Righter (4.7 AC Cobra), 83.13mph; 2, Robin Rew (2.7 Reliant Sabr 
Six); 3, Stewart Bond (3.7 Aston Martin DB4GT). Fastest laj 
Righter, 56.4s, 86.17mph. Frome engined GT cars up to 2000c 
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class: 1, Webb, 83.73mph; 2, Ken (1.6 Lotus Elan 26R); ‘ 
Tony Steele (1.6 Lotus Elan 26R). Fastest lap: Webb, 56.8: 
85.77mph. Sports-Racing cars over 2000cc class: 1, Thwaite: 
87.82mph:; 2, Sidney Hoole (2.7 Cooper-climax Monaco); on 
starters. Fastest lap: Thwaites, 53.4s, 91.01mph (record). — 
Racing cars up to 2000cc class: 1, Wood, 85.47mph; 2, Cocks; : 
Brian Baker ee Lotus-Ford 23B t/c). Fastest lap: Wood, 55.6: 
87.41mph. NB: These classes were fixed by the organisers and d 
not apply for championship points. ’ 

Formula Ford (10 laps): 1, Grahame Tilley (Crosslé-Brown 25F 
8m 49.2s, 91.84mph; 2, Barry Pigot Cee aOR RP21), & 
49.6s; 3, Alex Hawkridge (Royale-Minister RP21), 8m 53.6s. Faste: 
lap: Uys 52.0s, 93.46mph. 

BRSCC Modified Sports Car Championship round over 1500cc (1 
laps): 1, Brian Murphy (4.4 Jaguar E), 8m 48.6s, 91.94mph; 2, Jo 
Fletcher (1.6 Lotus Elan), 8m 58.8s; 3, John Bury (1.8 Lotus Elan 
9m 0.4s; 4, Mark Hales (1.7 Turner-Ford Mk3 GT), 9m 17.6s. Ove 
2000cc class: 1, Murphy, 91.94mph 2, Tony Wingrove (2.7 Porsch 
Carrera RS); only starters. Fastest lap: Murphy, 52.2s, 93.10mp! 
1501 to 2000cc class: 1, Fletcher, 90.20mph; 2, Bury; 3, Hale 
Fastest lap: Fletcher, 52.4s, 92.75mph. 


AUTOSPORT, JUNE 24, 197! 


inter Vic! PO 


Privateer at Le Mans 


British interest at Le Mans this year centred 
around four teams: the two JCB Mirages, 
Alain de Cadenet’s private Lola with Tate & 
Lyle sponsorship, the Dorset Racing 2-litre 
Lola, and Hermetite’s Group 5 BMW. There 
were other drivers, but these were the 
teams. 

Of all these, it was perhaps most 

ratifying for the British to see Alain de 
Gadenct’s 3-litre Lola team taking its best 
result yet: third overall. After a year in a 
Ferrari 512, and three years with the Gordon 
Murray-designed Duckhams special, the 
second year with the Lola has at last reaped 
some real success for this very determined 
amateur, who co-drives with Chris Craft. 

Each year, de Cadenet gathers around him 
a team of equally enthusiastic skilled part- 
timers. If that seems derogatory, it’s not 
meant to be. They are all highly skilled at 
their own jobs, but they just gather together 
to help Londoner de Cadenet at this 
one race. Heading the team for the past two 
years has been Keith Greene, at one time no 
mean racer himself, but more recently team 
manager of the Hexagon F1 team, team 
manager of the Crowne Racing 2-litre sports 
car championship winning team, Brabham 
team manager, Goodyear tyre supervisor 
and part-time team manager for Damien 
Magee’s Hexagon F5000 team. This year, 
for the second time, Greene took a week’s 
holiday from Paul Michaels’s Superbike 
centre (attached to Hexagon in Highgate), 
and disappeared off to France to spearhead 
the de Cadenet effort. Greene spoke with 
BOB CONSTANDUROS about life with the 
de Cadenet team before, during and after 
the Le Mans 24 Hours. 


You came third at Le Mans. Was that a dis- 
appointment, or was it where you expected to 
finish? 

For me, we did it almost to perfection! That is, we 
came third, but we might have come second. 
When we were running true to form, we were out 
there in front of the Mirages. I did have hopes of 
— second. But then you can’t combat that 
sort of thing, when they march off down the pit 
lane with 25 mechanics. 

The biggest compliment we had came from a 
German, the Porsche team manager and engineer, 
who came up and congratulated us, which for a 
German is unbelievable. But then he knows that 
his lot spent DM3,000,000 doing Le Mans, and we 
were only ten laps further back, having spent 
three million farthings. .. . 


Starting from the beginning, you weren’t really 
happy with the Lola after last year’s race, were 
out 

ast year, Alain more or less had the Lola as Eric 
Broadley designed it, which was all a bit of a 
guesstimation job: it was long-tailed, and the 
hoped it would do all sorts of miles an hour wit 
only 400bhp. The trick suspension was no 
— as such, except that the uprights were 

abricated and we broke one during the race. 

But our main problem in 1975 was bodywork: 
vibration, and hinges breaking up. For 17 hours of 
the race, we had the whole thing rivetted up solid. 
Pop rivets had pulled out and the split pin 
brackets just lifted the monocoque. There was so 
much air inside the body that it was really tearing 
every single mounting off. As you know, Alain 
lost the complete rear tail early in the night. 

After that, I did screeds of all the things we 
learned and job lists for what we had to do last 
year, and that’s what choked me. Although I 
thought everything was done, in fact it wasn’t. 
The car was going to be MIRA-tested and wind 
tunnel-tested, to find out this and that; none of 
this ae. We just wasted a whole year. Then 
eventually it did a show or two, and then finally 


Driver cooling was a major problem in the de Cadenet Lola during Les Vingt Quatre Heures. Here, de 
Cadenet is about to geta jugfull. 


LATE 
WAGES 


ICING VITAE 


36 


Keith Greene — Le Mans team manager. 


Alain got it together and remade up his mind to 
do Le Mans again this year. And then, of course, 
they started pulling the car to bits. , 

So this year, we wanted to make the front shape 
better, reduce the weight of the tail and its length, 
and make a much better wing, because last year 
the wing was actually mounted on the body. This 
year it was mounted on the back of the gearbox so 
it was completely —— the body came off 
without us touching the wing at all. 

Anyway, Alain got all busy.making up suspen- 
sion and rear uprights in demon metals and tried 
to do the underneath tee properly. I did a 
couple of test days with him at Silverstone in the 
final six weeks or so, and we just messed about 
with aluminium really, until we changed the body- 
work from the back of the radiator duct to the 
windscreen. 

We were also looking for straight line speed 
when we tested the car. In fact, Alain totally 
misled me anyway, because he failed to take into 
account the diameter of the tyre — he didn’t fail 
to take it into account, but he got it wrong by an 
inch, which is 400 revs, which is quite a lot of 
miles an hour. He was determined to pull this 
28/28 ratio and he got the tyre diameter wrong. 
We were only pulling 8200/8300 revs in practice 
on a 28/28, and we were only getting tyre growth 
to around 27ins as well, so we poked in a 27/28 and 
9 pulled 9000 revs, which is about 200 miles an 

our. 


The trouble is, there is nowhere to test before Le 
Mans? 

You can’t test anywhere! MIRA can’t cope, 
there’s nowhere. You could possibly doa deal with 
motorways which aren’t yet open, although that 
would still create hassles because it’s a public 
road built with public money. 

Nobody used to say that they learned at the Le 
Mans test weekend. They all jerk at it and say, 
“We're not Boing to be bothered to go to that.” 
—_ in actual fact, you need the weekend to do Le 

ans. 

I only know how to do my job list, because I’ve 
done it a few times. Otherwise, where would you 
be? And even now I’m mg ge) amendments. I 
mean, I dropped a clanger: I didn’t have enough 
driver cooling in case it was super-hot. I put some 
in, but it wasn’t enough. I put in adeflector plate 
inside to make an air space hetween the radiator 
and the bulkhead, but their feet were the big 
problem. Fried, right? Well, God knows, they 
wouldn’t have been able to drive at all if I hadn't 
happened to put that one plate in. 

ere wasn’t really enough practice for us, 
because there was so much we wanted to do. In 
the past, Alain has always wanted to run every- 
thing fresh for the race. I won’t have it. Every- 
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Opposite: The British-built JCB Mirages of Jean- 
Louis Lafosse/Francois Migault and Vern 
Schuppan/Derek Bell in the pits at Le Mans. Like 
last year, both cars finished, this year with the 
French-driven car in second position, and the 
second car fifth after petrol pump problems. Uver- 
leaf: The 3-litre de Cadenet Lola of Alain de 
Cadenet/Chris Craft, sponsored by Tate & Lyle 
and Hammonds Sauce, which finished a fine third 
under the team management of Keith Greene. 
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A scenic view of the de Cadenet Tate & Lyle Lola as it nears the end ofa hotlap at Le Mans. 


Privateer at Le Mans 


continued 


thing going in the race has to be run, as far as I’m 
concerned. I made that clear last year. This year 
was even worse, because we had all these uprights 
and suspension and things in these demon spec 
materials. 

In rey the car was handling beautifully. 
The way to have it at Le Mans is fast, smooth and 
easy to drive, without doing anything silly. OK, 
we got all that and then Alain wanted to change 
everything. So I thought to myself, OK, he’s gone 
to all this trouble, so even though I had said that I 
was not starting the race on anything that I 
hadn’t tried, that’s what we did. We had to fit all 
new front suspension, ai] new rear suspension, all 
new driveshafts, all new bellhousing, all new 
gearbox, all new engine and ail new clutch. All 
that was left of the car when we set about it at Le 
Mans at 6 o’clock on the Thursday morning was 
the tub! 

We also had to do all the other bits I’d made. I 
was cvonay = lig’ thn trying to get a bit of air over 
the top with all these fabrications I’d been 
making while the others were doing the normal 
changeover. It was just hard work, flat out. I did 
a little calculation: we did 857 man hours from 
Monday morning until Sunday night after the 
race, that’s 122 hours for each Ane seven of us. 


Who makes up the team, in (ee 
John Anderson is the mechanic who’s been with 
Alain all year, he does a bit on his vintage car, or 
works on the Lola, or whatever; he’s from New 
Zealand. This year he had a mate who won some 
sort of scholarship for driving, again from New 
Zealand, a fellow called Howard who’s built his 
own F2 car but can’t find an engine. He worked 
for Alain for the last three or four weeks up to and 
including Le Mans. Then we had John Gardener 
and John Hewitt, who are more or less Doctors of 
Engineering (unbelievable, you should see their 
gece in Sussex — they rebuild Bugattis and 

razer Nashes). They’re both machinists and 
engineers par excellence and they had another of 
their machinists along, a fellow called Anthony 
who was pretty green, at his first race meeting. 
Then I had Dave who works for Dan Margulies as 
a vintage mechanic cum run around; he was my 
gofer, looked after the spare parts and so forth, 
and he’a a bit of an electrician as well. And I 
worked as well while I was there, little bits of 
fabrication and so on. 

What I tried to do was to pick the job which was 
best suited to the individual, I gave them all job 
lists individually until I came to the last day, 
when I gave them all total job lists. 


Opposite: The Dorset Racing/Lloyds 2-litre Lola 
had considerable problems at the end of the race, 
but still finished and won the Index of Economy. 
Drivers were Britishers Simon Phillips/Tony 
Birchenough/Ian Bracey. 
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Drivers Alain de Cadenet (left) and Chris Craft. 


What is this about the Cosworth DFV being of 
tremendous vintage, the engine Bruce McLaren 
used to win the 1968 Belgian GP at Spa? 

It’s engine number 913, the same block and crank 
that we ran last year, and seven of the rods are 
the same. It’s the most perfect line-bored block 
they’ve ever seen down at Nicholson-McLaren 
Engines, and the rods, despite an ovality test at 
the big end, are the truest set of rods, apart from 
the one which was tossed and replaced. The 
engine has done all sorts of mileage. Alain’s had it 
for years, I don’t know whether he’s used that one 
for every race; he’s got two, 934 and 913, and 913 
is the race engine. 

We did what Thursday practice we had time for 
with it, and then all the race. He just did seven 
laps between ten and eleven on the Thursday 
night to check it out. It was beautiful, sweet as a 
nut. Three hours after the race, when they found 
the car in the parc fermé, John Anderson just got 
in, switched on, turned the key, and drove it. 

Mind you, the foreman at Nicholsons builds it 
and he’s fantastic. It’s become his annual thing, 
to do that engine himself, and he really takes 
some care. It'shis own personal pride. 

Only one DFV failed’ in the race (in a French- 
driven Lola) but that was a full-house mill; they 
were third on the grid, easy to do that. You see, 
we only use 8500 revs in the gears and nine in top. 


How did you plan to tackle the race? 

We just planned to run between 3m 55s and 4m as 
near as possible and just stay up there, routine 
stop and stay up there, routine and stay up there. 
We had a fixed team to refuel, check the oil, retape 
the ducts which moved around, and give it a water 
feed down to the high pressure mechanical pump 
to stop vaporization. 

In fact, this year we didn’t lift the tail or the 
nosecone once throughout the entire race. Not 
once. We put in about a gallon and a half of oil, 
which can go in from the cockpit behind the pas- 
senger seat, and we changed front brake pads 
through the wheel arches; we never had to change 
rear pads. We changed front wheels for a fatigue 


reason, along with pads and rear wheels. This we 
really need not have done, which was a great 
shame as it cost us second place as it happened, 
because the wheel nut seized on. It took eight and 
a half minutes to get it off. 

We made up a new nosecone during the night 
for extra driver cooling, but when the play-acting 
was over (like the walking on one toe, the 
crapolada, the tension and excitement, the 
banter), I established that the problem was their 
feet, and a new nose wouldn’t have helped. Also, I 
knew that if we changed the nose it was going to 
take about four minutes to screw it on. I tried to 
talk Alain out of putting on the new nose and we 
had a bit of a row about it. But you get all that 
because there’s tension. I had two alternatives: to 
walk out and jack it in, or to stick. I thought, no, 
it’s just because they’re tense and their arses are 
all sore, so I then got all the birds out there to give 
a a big team wave and they forgot all about it 
then. 


At about the same time, things were quite tense 
in the pit. The Goodyear people came over to me 
with the regulations and pointed out that the 
Porsche was illegal, paragraph numbers in the 
regs and everything. Bn the Silhouette car, all or 
any of the coolants have to be within the original 
dimensions of the chassis. And also, it had to have 
the original bonnet: any Porsche Carrera bonnet 
out of the car park must fit that car. 

I hate those sort of things, those specific things 
which are cheats, but cheats which aren’t going to 
improve the ey geo necessarily. OK, frac- 
tionally, maybe; but when you're ya 3 about 
400 against 600bhp you're not really in the same 
ball park anyway. If they run strong and clean, 
you aren’t “ty be win, because a good biggy is 
always going to beat a good littly. 


Do you prefer doing something like Le Mans to 
doing a Grand Prix? 
Different. It’s very hard to say. You get right into 
something like Le Mans. When you realize, at 
about eleven, that Me. can do something, like 
there’s no reason why not, and you think that 
everything’s been done, and you've looked at all 
the job lists and you know what’s needed because 
you ve done it all before, then it’s quite satisfying. 
never blinked my eyes for 24 hours, I timed 
every single fap. If somebody asked me to do that 
two weeks before, I knew I would have said I 
would do it, but I wouldn’t have been able to say 
for sure. I’m older, it’s quite a strain. They all go 
out to the team dinner on the Sunday night, but 
it’s always the same for me: shower, shampoo, lie 
down, POW, gone. Just used up. 
A GP produces a different sort of tension. Le 
Mans is very tense because all the time you've got 
to be conscious of all these little regulations, 
you've got to know, not “hang on, I’ve got to look 
it up in a book”. That pare on a tension. When I 
© to Alain’s team, there are always ups and 
owns, but I run it totally unless he doesn’t 

actually want me to do it. Otherwise, what I say 
‘oes. Which is different from what GP’s used to 
elikeforme.... 


How do you feel about the team’s achievement 
now, in retrospect? 

I always think things are quickly forgotten in 
motor racing, no matter who you are or what your 
achievement. It’s rather rae in a way. Monday 
morning, it’s all great, everyone’s happy, Tuesday 
it’s pretty good, Wednesday, there’s still a 
number of people to see, Thursday, there’s a team 
dinner somewhere or other so that revives it. But 
by the following Monday, it’s history. 

It was rather like when we won the European 2- 
litre championship. One week later it was still 
gon. two weeks later we might never have won. 

t never did Chris Craft any good, it never did me 
a good, it never did anyone any good, really. 
t's sort of like Le Mans itself. If you see the 
450,000 people there at 4 o'clock on the Sunday 
afternoon, and then you go there at 4 o’clock on 


‘the Monday afternoon, 24 hours later, not a soul, 


just a lot of waste paper. It’s weird. And the 
achievement is like that in a way. 


Now Alain has come this close... 
I should think he’ll want to go back. 


And what could you see winning? 

A turbo. I just see it in my mind that a Ford DFX 
might be an amusing tool with some nice little 
sports car job underneath. Cosworth might be 
interested, they couldn't believe the first year 


when we even finished with a DFV. They said 
absolutely, totally, 100 per ce o way will that 
engine, whatever y i t number of hours. 


But Keith Duckworth \ ssolutely shattered 


when we did it. I'd lik him again Oo 
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DPM eR Aco Sy ordence 


the editor is not bound to agree with readers opinions 


ideal formula for 
manufacturer interest? 


May I, on behalf of every “privateer” in motor 
sport, offer congratulations to Alain de Cadenet, 
Chris Craft and every one of his helpers including 
Tate & Lyle Limited. Their fantastic performance 
at Le Mans in the face of some strong opposition, 
produced a result that was richly deserved. 
Perhaps, when the race officials finally decide 
that production-based sports and sports-saloon 
cars is the ideal formula for rekindling not only 
public, but worldwide manufacturers interest, we 


will be able to add our fervent support to even 
more British private teams, with hopefully as 
much success. 

Congratulations also to PC rell, wizard 


Gardner, and their team of Blue “Elfs”, on van- 
uishing the screaming red devil. 
RUGELEY. STAFFS. R. G. THACKER 


Sponsorship fund 


The remarks made by Mr P. W. Hand in his letter 
published on June 10 interested me greatly, for, 
since last January, I have been helping to pro- 
mote the career of one of Britain’s most promisin 

young drivers who is currently working very har 

indeed to finance his FF2000 racing. He has F3 
ambitions and, given his chance, he could show 
that he has more talent than most of his Euro- 


pean counterparts. ; 
The key to the whole problem of the promotion 
of up and coming British drivers is finance — or 


the lack of it! Each week I make many approaches 
to various companies/organizations but, to date, 
out of all the replies received, only a very tiny pro- 
ortion has called for the submission of definite 
inancial proposals for consideration. 

My short experience tells me that the paucity of 
definite interest shown by industry in sponsor- 
ship is directly related to gross national apathy in 
the sport of motor racing. The main fault for this 
lies with the media, since we now have a virtual 
black-out on the sport by our antediluvean 
television network and the coverage given by the 
Press constitutes a national disgrace. More space 
is devoted to the private lives of leading drivers 
than to their prowess on the circuit. 

So, as far as I can see, we are faced with a 
vicious circle of circumstances. Until we can con- 
vince the media of the great strength of support 
which exists today in Britain for motor racing, we 
shall not be able to widen the interest in sponsor- 
ship of our up and coming drivers by those com- 
panies/organizations who could so easily help in 
this way and to their own very considerable 
advantage. 

An alternative idea would be to create a central 
sponsorship fund to be administered by senior 
officials in the sport and to which contributions 
could be made by the vast and enthusiastic 
following of the sport as well as by companies/- 
organizations. This could be used to finance the 
careers of promising British drivers and, in this 
way, everyone would have a direct and personal 
interest in the progress of particular drivers 
whose careers he would also be promoting. 

There must be a solution to this very serious 
problem. We just cannot afford to lose the tre- 
mendous reserves of talent which lie in British 
motor racing. Our neglect is an indictment of the 
national attitude towards our promising young 


sportsmen. 
INWARTON, WARKS. P. H. RUTTER 


See and be seen 


I get fed up with people moaning all the time that 
motor racing isn’t what it used to be. The ring 
leader of these people must be DSJ (whoever he 
is), who fills up his magazine every month with 
lamentations of the past. 

However, I must agree with one of their points 
— the fact that you can’t see the driver workin 
at the wheel any more. As the spectator is push 
further and further from the track, it is impossible 
to look down into the car, and consequently all 
you can see of the driver is the artwork on his 
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helmet! 

There is a simple answer — make clear 
windscreens mandatory to a depth level with the 
bottom of the steering wheel, so that you can once 
again see the drivers do their work, even from the 


side. 
I feel that this is a simple and effective way of 
making motor racing more entertaining, 


interesting and exciting, and hope that someone 


in authority will take notice, as people will soon 


get fed up watching fancy helmets going around” 


50 feet away. 
For the sake of the sport — GO SEE- 


N.S. LEES 


‘THROUGH! 


BARNET, HERTS. 


Correct procedures 


As one of the marshals on Post 3 (Paddock) at 
Brands Hatch on June 6, I feel that there are one 
or two points in your report in Sports Extra of 
June 10 which require correction. 

When the Monoposto accident occurred, a 
waved yellow flag was immediately displayed, 
and Post 2 (as is correct) displayed a stationary 

ellow. When the observer on Post 3 saw what 
had happened he immediately requested the race 


to be sto ped. 

Although startline cannot see the area where 
the accident finished, surely those in the top of 
the tower could, and also the observer on the spot 
must be believed in such circumstances. 

Our telephone request was for “complete and 
immediate stop”. What we got was a rescue 
vehicle, which was wanted, and also the rest of the 
field, which we could certainly have done without. 
When the rescue vehicle was sent out we added a 
white flag (correctly) to the two yellows and the 
yellow/red flag’ (for the stones and muck) which 
were being displayed, as well as having marshals 
from Posts 2 and 3 on the track to wave down and 
stop thecars. 

ith regard to Monoposto drivers being sens- 
ible, while the majority of them did as we asked, 
for which we thank them, one member of the field 
arrived at Post 2, was stopped by the marshals 
there and, when told the situation, said something 
to the effect that “I haven't seen a red flag, I’m 
going on”. He finally reversed back onto the grid. 
of us involved are very glad that Paul Max- 
well and Ray Thomas escaped as lightly as they 
did from what was a very nasty-looking situation. 
LONDON SE16. JOHN WINTER 


[We are sure you are right Mr Winter, and 
witnessed the actions of the Paddock Bend 
marshals following the accident. We could find no 
fault on this section of track, but our Sports Extra 
story referred to the lack of a red flag on the 
startine. — Ed 


Loss leader? 


Rally folk have short memories. : 

Peter Newton’s article last week (New Direction 
at DTV) would seem to suggest that the Vauxhall 
Magnum only started to show promise as a rally 
car very recently. 

What about Will Sparrow’s RAC Group 1 
Championship title in 1974? His second overall on 
the Jim Clark, to mention but one brilliant result? 

Pentti Arikkala’s several wins in Finland gave 
another championship to the Magnum. Also, Paul 
Faullmer’s second in the 1975 RAC Group 1 class 
deserves a mention. 

Let us not forget that it was Chris Coburn and 
his team at Ban wy who first put the Magnum 
on the map. Many have followed; ours is but an 
extension of their efforts. 


ROYSTON, HERTS. BILL BLYDENSTEIN 


Vitriolic 


Excuse me while I clear up the cornflakes I just 
puked all over your June 17 Correspondence page. 

Reader Milne must need his head examined. 
One should not mention Brambilla in the same 
WEEK as Josef Siffert. ““Seppi” had more skill in 
his little finger than the Monza Mad Dog. If it 


- AVONMOUTH, AVON. 


was not for the catchfencing and Armco (plus any 
other devices he ment have tested), Brambilla 
would be kicking up the daisies now. Any fool can 
drive fast if he knows he cannot hurt himself, and 
this guy is no exception. I doubt if Brambilla 
could lap Spa at 160mph in a Porsche 917. My 
guess is that uhey would be shovelling up the 
remains within half a lap. Brambilla’s half a win 
puts him on a par with his compatriot Luigi 

usso, and if there were any corners left fast 
enough, no doubt he would end his career the 
same way. 

It is pathetic that, while the Brambillas of this 
world are running round pretending to be Grand 
Prix drivers? Three hundred miles around Spa, 
and Ickxes. I am a Ferrari fan (and proud to say 
it) and victory is always sweet, but ten times more 
so when Regazzoni is driving. And if Ickx can lap 
a Porsche Turbo as fast as Mass, I would suggest 
that Frank Williams’s cars are somewhat infor 
to McLarens and the like. 

Why can’t we have real races and real GRAND 

rix drivers? Three hundred miles around Spa, 

urburgring, Rheims and Monza instead of 
hundred-minute sprints at go-kart tracks. There 
was only one race I was interested in on June 13 
and it was not in Sweden. Comparing today’s 
clowns with Fangio, Ascari, Moss, Brabham and 
Clark is like comparing Lydden with Le Mans. 

Finally, I would assess Brambilla’s chances of 
becoming world champion in any thing as roughly 
similar to my own. 

ILFORD , ESSEX . A. M. BAKER 


Formula Ford —ina 
different league 


With regard to Esler Crawford’s remark at the 
tail end of his Kirkistown report (June 10), that 
the talk of dropping Atlantic in favour of FF2000 
in this area would be a “retrograde step” and that 
the sound and speed of the faster cars are needed 
to convince onlookers that motor racing is not as 
easy as the slower cars sometimes make it appear. 
his is rubbish. The Indylantic rounds I’ve seen 
at Brands were an absolute bore: the qualif ing, 
the iprceoao the claptrap and the race. Than 
oodness the Formula Fords can save the day. 
ive me two heats and a final of Formula Ford 
any day for good, close racing. 
R. J. SKUCEK 


Then as now? 


In the issue of AUTOSPORT 25 years ago 
this week (June 22, 1951), we reported on 
the Belgian Grand Prix at Spa-Francor- 
champs — 315.7 miles of GP racing at an 
average speed of 114.26mph. Giuseppe 
Farina won for Alfa Romeo in just a frac- 
tion over two hours and three-quarters, 
with the Ferraris of Alberto Ascari_and 
Luigi Villoresi second and third. Juan 
Fangio set a new lap record in another 159 
Alfa Romeo (with de Dion rear axle) at 
120.437mph, but drepped from the lead to 
ninth place when a wheel became jammed 
on its hub in the pits. ... Our preview of the 
1951 Le Mans 24 Hours noted entries from 
Aston Martin, Allard, Bentley, Frazer 
Nash, Healey, Jowitt, MG and Jaguar from 
Britain; Talbot, Simca, Renault, Panhard, 
Delahaye and others from France; Ferrari, 
Lancia and Osca from Italy; Cunningham 
and Crosley from the USA: and Porsche 
from Germany.... Eric Brandon and Alan 
Brown in Coopers occupied first and 
second places in the AUTOSPORT British 
National 500cc Drivers Championship. .. . 
Stirling Moss scored a lucky win with his 
Frazer Nash in the British Empire Trophy 
race in the Isle of Man, after Pat Griffiths 
had run out of oil while leading with his 
Lester-MG. .. . The Midland Automobile 
Club celebrated 50 years of existence, 46 of 
wen using the hillclimb course at Shelsley 

alsh. 
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DARMA PUTRA RALLY 


Shekhar the survivor 


Shekhar Mehta the only overseas driver to finish — Hannu Mikkola 
suffers car disintegration — Report: YVONNE PRATT 


The International Darma Putra Rally of 
Indonesia was won by the only overseas 
crew to finish, Shekhar Mehta and his 
fiancée Yvonne Pratt in a Mazda 616, who 
finished 9m 30s ahead of local privateers 
Aswin Bahar and Richard Wuisan in a 
Honda Civic. Third place went to a Group 1 
Toyota Corolla of Suseto and Susmono, who 
were a further half-hour behind. 

The route was of 3,200kms, divided into 41 
special stages, totalling 900kms with half on 
broken tarmac and half on proper loose 
roads. The rally was divided into two legs; 
the first moved eastwards from Jakarta, the 
capital, to the other end of Java at 
Surabaya, and the second leg took the 
survivors back to Jakarta. The first leg was 
of 50. hours’ duration and the second a 
mammoth 56 hours with only breakfast and 
dinner rest halts of two hours each. These 
halts were marked by a gathering of local 
dignitaries and drum bands who played 
marches and traditional Indonesian music, 
sometimes in competition to each other so. 
that drivers were not always able to use the 
breaks for their original purpose. 

High temperature and humidity, both in 
the 90s, and the long hours of driving (some- 
times through very congested areas) played 
an important part in reducing the number of 
finishers and there were instances of drivers 
leaving the road through fatigue. 


The organisers had employed Bob de Jong from 
Holland to advise them and also to make a road 
book. The European influence was also in 
evidence in the average speeds of the transport 
sections which were kept very low (around 40lmh), 
a very successful safety feature on the very 
crowded island of Java. The main criticism of the 
rally was that the special stages were not properly 
closed and on just about every ELeRS, rally cars 
had to contend with trucks, cars, buses, motor- 
cycles, bullock carts and even on one occasion, a 
aap car. Amilcare Ballestrieri was, in fact, 

nocked out of the rally when his Alfa Sud hit a 
truck coming in the opposite direction on the very 
first special stage. 

The rally was the brain-child of General 
Lopulisa who commands the Strategic Forces, 
and the event was named after his regiment. It is 
rumoured that there will be a machine gun 
emplacement at every junction for next year’s 
event to enforce the closure of the stages! 


ENTRY 


To give the rally an international flavour, the 
organisers, through Bob de Jong, invited several 
overseas drivers to participate. Hannu Mikkola in 
a Toyota Corolla, Amilcare Ballestrieri with 


Sergio Maiga (younger brother of Silvio) in an 
Alfa Sud, Shekhar Mehta with Yvonne Pratt in a 
Maxda 616, Lars Carlsson of Sweden in a Honda 
Civic, Man Bergsteijn of Holland also in a Mazda 
616 and Rob Slotemaker in a Peugeot 504. Albert 
Poon, Hone sb og ace of the racing tracks, was 
driving a Honda Civic. it ae 

The Honda distributors, in their efforts to 
repeat last year’s win, had entered a four-car team 
including the 1975 winner Aswin Nasution/Derek 
Madradi. In addition, there were eleven privately 
entered Honda Civics. Toyota distributors 
entered four cars, Group 2 cars for Mikkola/Tinto 
Pm aac to and Sarsito/Andri and Group 1 cars for 
Sofari/Jangkung and Suseto/Susmono. Mazda 
had pat ews a six-car team headed by Mehta/Miss 
Pratt. These 616 Saloons were all Group 1 cars 
but some were entered in Group 2 as they had 
open exhausts! Peugeot entered five cars and 
their crews included Palin/Slotemaker and the 
three Panggabean brothers. In all, 70 cars were 
entered. 

All cars sold in Indonesia must compulsorily be 
assembled in the country, so all were locally 
prepared. As special stage rallying is a compara- 
tively new sport and as the majority of inter- 
national drivers arrived less than 48hrs before the 
start of the event, the standard of preparation left 
a lot to be desired. Mikkola could not test his car 
until the night before the rally as the Group 4 
engine (in a rally, limited to Groups 1 and 2) was 
still being fitted. When the engine was fitted and 
started up, it immediately blew up, necessitating 
an all night job to fit a standard engine; event- 
ually the car was “‘ready”’ just 15 minutes before 
the start. Carlsson, who had arrived a few days 
earlier, was the only overseas driver to be 
allocated a brand new car and was well pleased 
with it. The two Mazdas of Mehta and Bergsteijn 
had had* their ventilation disconnected so, 
unknown t6 the drivers until the dust started 
pouring inside, holes had been cut into the floor to 
provide fresh air. They were also fitted with 
carburettor jets several sizes too large, and wildly 
oversized 195 x 13 tyres on 4}ins rims. 


RALLY 


The start of the rally proper was preceded by a 


compulsory slalom/driving test sponsored by 
Peter Stuyvesant; prize money for this alone was 
more than the average British national, the 
winner receiving £350. After the first car had 
completed the course, there was a delay while the 
Army had to be called in to control enthusiastic 
crowds. As Mikkola (car one) was waved off the 
ramp by the Vice President of Indonesia at 4 pm, 
the Finn had to suffer the embarrassment of 
being pushed away, the main tension lead having 
detached. On arrival at the next time control, he 
was heard to comment, “I knew my ex-friends 
would belaughing.” 

Although a very easy time was set to allow the 
cars to reach the start of the first special stage 
120kms away, this did not prevent the local 
drivers from driving as if they were on a stage. 


“Rosadi (Mazda) 1 


Further farce was added to the proceedings by 
Rob Slotemaker (who had been earning a lot of 
money running an anti-skid school in Jakarta the 
week before the rally) when he skidded into a 
truck, luckily only damaging the bodywork of his 
504. 

On the first stage the leading cars met four 
trucks travelling in the opposite direction as the 
marshal had let them through after the truck 
drivers had promised to drive carefully! This 
knocked out Ballestrieri, when he hit one and 
rolled off the road. Poon also went off the road 
and damaged his front suspension but was able to 
continue slowly until he reached his service crew. 
The organisers’ promised fuel was limited to 20 
litres per car as the pump operator had not antici- 
pated so many cars reaching there! Mikkola at 

st managed to have his sumpguard fitted after 
the tarmac stage and was now only waiting for 
some safety belts to be installed. 

The first night saw Carlsson driving very fast 
over some very rough stages and Mikkola trying 
to make up a deficit of 38m, Hannu having been 
given an incorrect time at the end of the first 
stage and also having been booked in a minute 
early at the second time control, which carried a 

enalty of 2m. Slotemaker retired when his dif- 

erential broke on the third Special stage. Mehta 

and Bergsteijn were both having carburettor 
problems with their Mazdas and making little 
impression. They both asked for smaller — or, 
more simply, to have a carburettor from a 
standard car. This was eventually acquired for 
Mehta’s car 48 hours later, half way through the 
rally. Mehta also had a broken exhaust on SS4, 
which was never repaired. 

The Sha ache on SS8, well into Central 
Java, saw Mikkola with no brakes, and he retired 
at the end of the ninth stage with clutch and 
electrical problems. The wiring of the Toyota was, 
to say the least, haphazard. Bergsteijn retired 
having destroyed first his sumpguard, and then 
his sump. 

The second night saw the remaining overseas 
drivers in more trouble, leader Carlsson retiring 
with seized wheel bearings after he had been 
delayed with a loose shock absorber, and Mehta 
dropping back as a result of two punctures on 
stages. His service crew were averaging one 
service point out of six and, with the fuel stations 
closed at night, he was having to beg fuel from 
other competitors. 

The 12-hour halfway halt was at Surabaya, a 
holiday resort in East Java. Only 29 cars 
restarted the second leg, and leading were 
Bahar/Wuisan (Honda), with Kun Mawira/Helmy 
Sungkar (Peugeot), 2m behind and Mehta just 
over a minute adrift in third place in the Mazda. 

After Mawira left the road while trying to make 
up time lost with a puncture, the rally became a 
battle between Bahar and Mehta, the latter 
taking the lead on the 35th special stage at the 
start of the last night having gone off the road at 
a junction into an irrigation ditch. As a result of 
pushing him out, his co-driver continued the rally 
wearing next to nothing on her lower half until her 
clothes dried out. This created some alarm and 
despondency at every control with the very strict 
moral laws of Indonesia. 

Shortly afterwards, Mehta’s wheel bearings 
seized on a transport section which could have 
been the end for him right there, but he had 
incredible luck when he discovered his service 
crew, who had been missing for two days, were 
travelling just behind him and he was able to have 
them changed. 

On each remaining stage Mehta took a minute 
or so off Bahar, neither car really able to push 
hard for fear of breaking. The last stage of 39kms 
very nearly signalled the end for Mehta when, 
with just 8kms to go, he hit a deep hole and 
punctured both front and rear off-side tyres. As it 
would have taken at least five minutes to remove 
the spare tyres (tied down with rope like a 
Christmas parcel in the boot), he decided to saree 
on, and to his amazement discovered at the finis 
that he had not only set fastest time for the stage 
but had also won the rally. Confirming results 
were not announced until three days after the 
finish. 

The main feature of interest for Europeans in 


this rally was the amount of prize money, plus the 


geercue amounts from the slaloms organised by 
eter Stuyvesant. The organisers aim to make 
this rally a World Championship event, but first 
they must succeed in closing the stages properly 
next year and greatly improving the results 
service. 

International Darma Putra Rally 
1, Shekhar Mehta/ Yvonne ‘Pratt (Mazda) 13m 39.22s. 
2, Aswin Bahar/Richard Wuisan (Honda) 13m 48.56s. 
3, A. M. Suseto/Susmono (Toyota) 14m 17.50s. 
4, Kun Mawira/ Helmy Sungkar (Peugeot) 14m 24.38s. 
5, Peodio Oetojo/Poedio Bintoro (Mazda) 15m 10.32s. 

6, S. Winarso/Rob Subagio (Peugeot) 15m 52.44s; 7, Bamband 
Sugeng/Edy Haryanto (Honda) 16m 12.55; 8, Nanang Iskandar/E. 
16.53s; 9, Sonny Harsono/S. Harmade (Mazda) 
16m 47.52s; 10, Vijaya Seth/ Ronald Loth (Mazda) 17m 37.42s. 
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Bill Brack’s determined drive — between spins — was the focal point of featurless Gimli on raceday. 


Villeneuve’s best drive 


Second win for series leader — Brack’s challenges fade — Klausler 
steals second place — Report: CHRIS WADDELL 


With the return of dry weather for the third 
round of the Canadian Player’s Atlantic 
series at Gimli Moterepert Park, Gilles 
Villeneuve returned to the winner’s circle 
after yet another flag to flag drive. He 
started on pole and ran his 1976 record to 
five wins in six starts with perhaps his most 
impressive drive yet. Villeneuve appeared to 
have some in reserve as he held off two 
challenges from reigning champion Bill 
Brack. In uncharacteristic style Brack 
ruined both chances by spinning while 
second; dropping to fifth one time and third 
on another occasion, he finally finished in 
that spot behind Tom Klausler’s Traylor 
Lola T460. 

Brack had been the star of the day in 
coming back twice, and it might have been a 
different matter had he ever closed enough 
to challenge properly for the lead. 
Villeneuve now seems to have the champion- 
ship in his hand, having 60 points, but Brack 
is second with 43, exactly the same number 
he had at this point last year. Marty Loft 
finished eighth but is still third in the points 
table with 38. 


ENTRY AND PRACTICE 


At 1.3 miles, Gimli is the shortest track used in 
the Canadian Player’s series. This, combined with 
the flatness of the terrain and the uncomplicated 
nature of the circuit, consisting of several 
straights jomed in a W-shape by increasingly 


tight hairpins and two moderately fast corners’ 


leading onto and off the pit straight, means that 
little can be discovered about a car’s ability to 
cope with different sorts of cornering angles. 

ettin up cars on stiff springs was the almost 
universal choice of the 38-car entry. As Ecurie 
Canada chief mechanic Andy Roe explained, “You 
just stand on it and steer, then grit your teeth in 
the corners.” 

It was clear that he had relayed his words of 
wisdom to driver Gilles Villeneuve, for yet again 
the Skiroule March 76B was on pole. Other 
drivers expressed envy at the ease with which he 
could point the car into the corners and get on the 
power well before the Bper the car cornering as if 
on rails on the way to a best of 53.298s. 

The uncomplicated problems presented by the 
circuit helped Chevron entrants in their return to 
form at Gimli, but Bill Brack made sure that he 
would not repeat his Westwood disaster by hav- 
ing Doug Crosty make detailed changes to the 
front of his STP Chevron B34. The radiator had 
been repositioned, the mounting points for the 
front roll bar lowered, and the nose fibreglass 
altered. The combination of these alterations left 
the defending champion beside Villeneuve at 
53.508. 
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On row two were Bobby Rahal’s Swing Orange 
March 76B (53.679) and Tom Klausler’s Traylor 
Lola T460 on 53.819. Rahal had an almost 
completely new car to replace the one shunted in 
Westwood practice, while Klausler had rod bear- 
ing problems in his only engine and was forced to 
build up a new one from pieces in his trailer after 
practice. 

Howdy Holmes’s Jiffy Foods Chevron B34 and 
Hector Rebaque in the Carl Haas Lola T460 split 
row three. Holmes had a good practice and sat 
second after the first session, only to miss the 
second and untimately fastest of the three 
sessions. The car would not start and by the time 
the trouble had been diagnosed as igmtign 
problems, the session had ended. Nonetheless he 
set his best time, a 54.063 in the oily final session. 
Rebaque was impressive all weekend, finally settl- 
ing for a 54.151 after several spins to prove that 
he was trying his best. 

Gordon Smiley was seventh in the Hudson Ba 
Co. Chevron B34 and much happier this weekend. 
Meanwhile who should be eighth but Elliott 
Forbes-Robinson in the Tui BH2, EFR and Allan 
McCall had managed to round up some money for 
this race and so they were back in business. 
Handling troubles ruined much of their practice, 
but the potential of the small Tui was 
demonstrated in that, at 131mph, it was 3mph 
quicker than anyone else down the pit straight. 

As one observed the whole grid, it soon became 
obvious that many drivers were in unfamiliar 
positions: 

Gilles Villeneuve (March-Morris 76B).......-....---+++- 
Bill Brack (Chevron-Hart By) 

Bobby Rahal March-McCoy 76B)..... 
Tom Klausler (Lola-Traylor T460)..... 
Howdy Holmes (Chevron-BSR B34)... 
Hector Rebaque (Lola-Traylor T460) . . 
Gordon Smiley (Chevron-Hart B34) 
Elliott Forbes-Robinson (Tui-Nicholson BH2). 
Tom Gloy (Lola-Nicholson T460) 
Johnny Gerber (Chevron-BSR B34)...........- 
Bobby Brown (Chevron-Morris B34) . . eee eens 
Juan Cochesa (Chevron Hart BSA) nck esse easked 54.368s 
Bertil Roos (Lola-Hart T460). ............---++-- Sa 

Craig Hill (Lola-Hart T460) 
Dave Walker (March-Nicholson 722/75B) 
Seb Barone (March-Race Shop 76B) ..... 
Bruce Jensen (Chevron-Hart B29) 
Tom Pumpelly (March-Cosworth 76B) . 
Marty Loft (March-Race Shop 76B) . 
Tim Coconis (Lola-Cosworth T460). . 
Ted Wentz (Lola-Cosworth T460)... 


6B)... 


Bertil Roos was an uncustomarily long way 
back, for he had spent much of his time trying to 
alter the handling of his Lola with little apparent 
beneficial results. Meanwhile equally disturbed 
were the Doug Shierson forces for westwood 
winner Marty Loft, Cliff Hansen and Price Cobb 
were all well out of the hunt with disappointin; 
qualifying performances generally put down to ill- 
handling machinery. Finally of note came Ted 
Wentz, sitting in 21st spot in the Pierre Phillips 
Lola which Californian Tom Weichmann had 


qualified 10th at Westwood. Wentz had originall: 
arrived at Gimli for a bit of a holiday but wit 
financial help from Carl Haas found himself in the 
Phillips Lola for the second day of qualifying, 
Here he wasted much of the session while engine 
problems were traced to bits of the fuel cell in the 
emulsion tubes in the carburettors. With this 
diagnosed he went to work in the limited time 
remaining. The true test would come on race day, 
however. 


RACE 


The Pierre Phillips team had indeed solved thi 
fuel feed problem in Wentz’s Lola but he gavi 
them additional work after the warm-up, for : 
pn broke the rad and the nose on the T460. A’ 
the other end of the paddock the Ecurie Canadi 
crew were busy taking the Wiseman diff out o 
Villeneuve’s FT200, having decided that althoug] 
the Wiseman had been used at every race prior ti 
Westwood, they would go back to the Hewlam 
for Gimli. 

A short shower held up the race start for abou 
15 minutes but finally the field was off, wit) 
Brack potas an initial jump but not enough t: 
lead Villeneueve into the first corner. Klausler in: 
tially slotted into third ahead of Rahal, wit! 
Rebaque nosing out Holmes and EFR headin; 
Smiley, Gloy Brown, Roos and Cochesa as a lon; 
train formed to get through the slow hairpins. 

By the five-lap mark Villeneuve had pulled ou 
a second on Brack and the front four were leavin, 
the rest of the field in their wake. Rebaque wa 
settling down to what would become a fairly lone 
ly race, for almost as soon as EFR moved withi 
striking range, the Tui’s driveshaft broke and h 
was out. 

Brack’s first challenge for the lead ended as h 
started the 11th lap: a spin in the first corne 
dropped him to fifth behind Rebaque. The chas 
was on. 

Meanwhile further back Roos, despite havin 
his car set up strangely which included discor 
necting the rear roll bar, was up to eighth behin 
Smiley and Holmes, and ahead of Cochesa. The 
cam a gap to Loft, who had moved up smartly i 
his Hanna Car Wash March. Brown was shadov 
ing Loft with his Audiovox Chevron. 

Villeneuve had opened up a 5secs bulge ov: 
Klausler and, with Rahal driving to finish, | 
looked as if any excitement would have to com 
from Brack. The defendin champion did his bes 
to provide it as he moved past bague on th 
18th lap and set out after Rahal. It took until la 
46 before Brack moved past, and then Rahi 
drove off the road momentarily. Although the: 
was little position swapping attention we 
focussed on Brack’s pursuit, and Brack move 
past Klausler on lap 50. Klausler was still a soli 
third (as Rahal had dropped several seconds in h 
trip through the grees) and now seemeé 
determined to finish his first Player’s race th 
year. 

Rebaque was driving his best race in some tim 
solidly fifth, over 20secs behind Rahal but kee] 
ing the gap to Roos constant. 

There were several spins, but the race was fr¢ 
of serious shunts. The only one of consequem 
was between Gloy and Gerber; Gloy retired wit 
‘suspension damage, while a bent steering ar! 
ended Gerber’s race. 

At the front it looked as if Brack just mig! 
make a challenge as he closed to within 8.5secs : 
the leading March on lap 55. That was it, thou 
for two laps later he spun coming onto i 
straight. Villeneuve was home, even thous 
Klausler closed to within 7.9secs at the chequer« 


g. 

Brack took third after an entertaining perfor1 
ance, while Rahal was fourth and convinced | 
was finally on the right track to demonstratir 
the promise he had shown last year. Holmes can 
in fifth after misfortune befell both Rebaque ar 
Roos late in the race, to ruin two good perfor1 
ances. Hector had a rod bearing go and | 
stopped in the pits after 62 laps, while Roos wi 
forced to pack up six laps later as his Hart engi 
tightened up. 

Cochesa and Brown battled to the finish, wi 
Cochesa in front. Loft took eighth ahead 
Wentz, who seemed really to enjoy himself de 
pitelosing a lot of timein a spin. 


Canadian Player's Atlantic Championship, round 3 

Rimli Motorsport Park, June 13, 75 laps, 97.8 miles 
1, Gilles Villeneuve (March-Morris/Ford BDA 76B), Ihr O 
34.241s, 88.8mph; 
2, Tom Klausler (Lola-Traylor/Ford BDAT460), Lhr 07m 42.184s; 
3, Bill Brack (Chevron-Hart/Ford BDA B34), 1hr 07m 48.588s; 
4, Bobby Rahal (March-McCoy/Ford BDA 768), 75laps; 
5, Howdy Holmes (Chevron-BSR/Ford BDA B34), 74 laps; 
6, Juan Cochesa (Chevron-Hart/Ford BDA B34), 74 laps; 

7, Bobby Brown (Chevron-Morris/Ford BDA B34), 74 legs 
Marty Loft (March-Race rae BDA 76B), 74 laps; 9, Ted We 
NE eee BDA 1460), 74 laps; 10, Price Cobb (Mar 

‘ace Shop/Ford BDA 76B), 73 laps. 

Fastest lap: Brack, 53.021s (record). 
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OPEL ASCONA 19SR 
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shown that the public prefer wide cars an 


= tt 


by John Bolster 


ws this fashion in its size and shape. 


Just what the customers require 


Last year, the middle-range Opel cars were 
extensively redesigned, with entirely new bod 
shells. The chassis details, and wasalensftreck 
dimensions, are the same for all models, with 
three engine options, although I believe that the 
1.2 litre version is not at present offered in 
England. The bodies are the Ascona, a full-sized 
saloon with either two or four doors, and the 
Manta, with more sporting lines and less space for 
the rear passengers. Regular readers may recall 
that I drove these cars, plus the fuel-injection 
Manta, at the Opel test track in Germany. 

The subject of the present road test is the 


Standard SR equipment includes headlamp wipers. 


Ascona two-door saloon in its more elaborately 
equipped form, fitted with the 1897cc engine. The 
original Ascona had a distinguished rally career, 
but as competition versions of the Kadett have 
now taken over this duty, the Ascona has been 
allowed to put on a little weight and the body shell 


is wider. Market research shows that the public. 


like wide cars and the Ascona follows the fashion 
it its size and shape. I must admit that I am the 
odd man out, and E pceter narrow cars for modern 
traffic conditions, but the demand for wider cars 
is insistent, perhaps because of their impressive 
appearance. Certainly, the Ascona is a good- 


looking car by modern standards. 

The front suspension is conventional, with wish- 
bones and an anti-roll bar, allied with rack and 
pinion steering. At the rear, the live axle has a 
short torque tube, containing the rear half of the 
propeller shaft. Short radius arms either side and 
a transverse Panhard rod complete the location, 
the suspension being by coil springs and the usual 
telescopic dampers. An anti-roll bar rides on the 
axle beam, supported in rubber bushes. The front 
disc and rear drum brakes have separate 
hydraulic circuits, master cylinders, and 
reservoirs, with a vacuum servo. 


185 x 17 tyres give the Ascona a sure-footed wide s tance. 


Sees a ee 
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Ma read test 


The engine is of a construction hitherto peculiar 
to Opel, inasmuch as the chain-driven overhead- 
camshaft lies alongside the in-line valves, which 
are inclined in the same plane in squish-type 
combustion chambers. From the camshaft, the 
valve-train consists of tappets and rockers. The 
manifolding carries a twin-choke downdraught 
carburettor. In this application, the 1.9-litre 
engine produces its peak output at the low speed 
of 4800rpm, with a meaty torque curve, which is 
virtually flat from 2600 to 3800rpm. The standard 
4-speed synchromesh gearbox was fitted to the 
test car, but the excellent GM Strasbourg 
automatic transmission may be specified. 

The Ascona is a well-finished, impressive car 
which looks large and spacious but has a 
disappointing lack of leg room in the back if the 
driver is tall — I would prefer a little less width 
and a few more inches of wheelbase. There is a 
splendid display of proper round instruments, 
well shaded from reflecting in the windscreen, and 
the interior is quite pleasant if perhaps a little 
pecticky. The driver has a comfortable seat for 
Bie Journeys and a good all-round view. 

e engine pulls well from cold. It is capable of 
quite high revolutions and will actually exceed 
90mph in third gear, which is a remarkable speed, 
but this is far beyond the power peak and it pays 
to change up at 80mph. The lazy or economy- 
conscious driver driver will like the good top gear 
acceleration at medium speeds, the car quickly 
regaining its stride after a check. Unfortunately, 
the impressive low-speed torque cannot be used 
with much enjoyment, an annoying rumble below 
eeoph in top gear encouraging an early change 

own. 

A pleasant cruising speed is 80mph and the 
Ascona runs easily into the nineties, while on a 
long straight it will work its way past the 100mph 
mark. I maintained 102mph for a considerable 
distance, which was the honest maximum of the 
car submitted for test. Where the Ascona shines 
is in medium-speed acceleration. It feels a lively, 
response car and is first away from the traffic 
lights as a matter of course. The gearchange is 
quick and easy, while the axle does not tend to 
hop at the foram and traction is quite good. 

e Opel holds the road well and handles nicely. 
The degree of understeer is very moderate and the 
car does not tend to slide straight on when 
hustled into a really sharp bend, also showing no 
resentment if one is forced to lift-off in a curve. 
Adequate information about the road surface is 
transmitted through the steering, which only 
becomes slightly heavy during parking 
manoeuvres at zero velocity. The angle of roll is 
moderate on fast corners and the controllability 
remains good on wet surfaces. The brakes did 
everything I asked of them most satisfactorily. 

Although the ride is comfortable on good roads, 
it deteriorates when the surface becomes more 
bumpy. The rear axle jumps about a bit, but 
adhesion is only lost over really severe corruga- 
tions. On inferior roads, the ride is well up to the 
standards set by most popular cars, though not 
comparable with the ‘super’ class. In choosing 
between comfort and handling, the designer has 
obviously come down in favour of the latter. 
Effective heating and ventilation are provided, 
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| There isa splendid display of proper round instruments, well shaded from reflecting in the windscreen. 


the cool air ducts for breathing being kept well 
clear of the warm ones. In very hot weather, the 
rear windows may be propped open for extra 
extraction. Among the elaborate equipment of the 
SR model, which I had, were immensely powerful 
halogen lights and miniature wipers and washers 
for the headlamp glasses. Demisting of the door 
windows was another thoughtful touch. 

Although the Ascona is a lavishly equipped car 
of impressive appearance, there is a certain lack of 
refinement about its running. The engine is not 
excessively noisy but, as already mentioned, it 
does 7umble at low speeds and its secondary 
vibrations excite sympathetic rattles behind the 
instrument panel. It is unmistakably a biggish 
four-cylinder with a cheerfully extrovert 
personality. The little Kadett coupé is an out- 
standingly refined car, so the Opel engineers 
know how to do it, and it is in this area that the 
new Ascona is open to improvement. However, 
praise must be given for the remarkable freedom 
from wind noise at high speeds. 

The Opel Ascona and Manta have been 
designed as a result of an exhaustive analysis of 
customer requirements, a science in which 
General Motors excel. Consequently, the 
Vauxhall Cavalier is identical in most important 
respects, though it carries the Luton badge 
instead of that of MRusselsheim. If the 


performance and fuel consumption are very 
similar to those of competing cars, the General 
Motors products have a certain air of quality 
about them which is very welcome. These are 
machines of straightforward design, which are 
very easy to service and must appeal particularly 
to fleet owners. 


SPECIFICATION AND PERFORMANCE DATA 


Car Tested: Opel Ascona 19 SR 2-door saloon, price £2397 including 
car tax and VAT. 

Engine: Four-cylinders 93 x 69.8mm (1897cc). Compression ratio 
9.0 to 1. 90bhp at 4800rpm. Chain-driven overhead-camshaft. Twin- 
choke Zenith downdraught carburettor. 

Transmission: Single dry plate clutch. 4-speed synchromesh gearbox 
with central change, ratios 1.0, 1.366, 2,156, and 3.428 to 1. Hypoid 
rear axle, ratio 3.67 to 1. 

Chassis: Combined steel chassis and body. Independent front 
suspension by wishbones and coil springs with anti-roll bar. Live 
rear axle on short trailing links and torque tube with Panhard rod 
and coil springs. Servo-assisted dual-circuit disc/drum brakes. Bolt- 
on steel wheels fitted 185/70SR13 tyres. 

Equipment: 12-volt lighting and starting. Speedometer. Rev-. 
counter. Voltmeter. Oil pressure, water temperature, and fuel 
gauges. Clock. Heating, demisting and ventilation system with 
heated rear window. Windscreen wipers and washers. Headlamp 
wipers and washers. Flashing direction indicators with hazard 
warning. Reversing lights. 

Dimensions: Wheelbase 8ft 2ins. Track 4ft 6ins. Overall length 14ft 
6ins. Width 5ft 6ins. Weight 1 ton lgr. 

Performance: Maximum speed 102mph. Speeds in gears: Third 
86mph, second 55mph, first 33mph. Standing quarter-mile 18.0s. 
Acceleration: 0-30mph 3.2s, 0-5Omph 7.0s, 0-6Omph 10.2s, 0- 
80mph 21.1s. 

Fuel consumption: 23 to 28mpg. 
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The Kadett GT/E offers a fast and safe passage, no matter how amateur the driver’s intents. 


OPEL KADETT GT/E 


Opel’s other message 


With all manner of Chevettes, Kadetts, 
Cavaliers, Asconas and Mantas sharing an 
extensive number of component parts, GM’s 
cost effective policies and calculated part- 
rationalisation are resulting in the best ever 
Opel and Vauxhall passenger cars, certainly 
since the times when these companies were 
swallowed by their multinational master. 
But with Britain’s and Germany’s motor car 
requirements largely similar, both at home 
and in the increasingly homogeneous 
Western European market place, one 
wonders for how long we will see these two 
names co-existing at their present, platonic, 
level. For now, anyway, the relationship 
appears to be progressing somewhat 
tenuously and on the competition front, 
thankfully, there seems to be no such dual 
personality, with both Vauxhall and Opel 
vigorously pursuing separate track and off- 
track programmes. But never the twain 
shall eet 


Another much less obvious GM policy, until: 


 ¢ 


DOT on the “Scottish” — Tony Fall was in contention for the le 


quite recently, was to adopt the proverbial “low 

rofile’ in all areas where they could possibly 

ave been accused of frivolous spending/patriotic 
flag waving/research through motor sport/or just 
plain having a ball by all the well meaning but 
misguided Naderites. Things certainly have 
changed for the better — for Ralph Nader would 
probably prefer to swallow his pride and cross 


_ over the road to walk past a Corvair Monza than 


just to be seen on the same block as the dazzling 
yellow and black waspish Kadett GT/E. He would 
recognise this Opel, even in his native country, for 
in the United States the same coupe shell is built 
by Isuzu of Japan and marketed as Opel-Isuzu, of 
1:8 litres, sold through Buick. How’s that for 
global rationalisation! 

However, back to Britain, where the pa 
Kadett GT/E is making itself a name as desirable 
Q-car in the Escort RS2000 mould. Like the Ford 
car, the GT/E is basically no more than a humble 
tin box dressed to the nines and with mediocre 
mechanicals replaced with more muscular parts 
Also, just like its Ford counterpart, the GT/E is 
only a Q-car in silhouette; when the spotlights are 
turned on, the Kadett is just as extrovert with all 


ad before an unfortunate excursion. 


+ £4 


- f LP 


the usual brightwork given the matt black treat- 
ment and stylised steel wheels complementing a 
pseudo Irmscher paint scheme. Great if you take 
colour transparencies of your cars, but not so 
good if you are in the habit of violatin certain of 
our more ludicrous traffic rules — and with this 
Opel it must be very easy to let decorum take a 
back seat. The car possesses a certain savoir-faire 
and it can easily lead the driver toexhibit the very 
worst boy racer characteristics. At least it did 
during this writer’s short acquaintance with the 
GT/E during the Michelin International Car Test 
ON at the, thankfully, private facility of Silver- 
stone. 

The car immediately feels ‘right’, even when 
it’s a left hand drive demonstrator, and the cam- 
in-head Manta engine (with power increased from 
90 to 105bhp) can keep this light car moving 
swiftly without ever feeling any strain. A five 
speed ZF gearbox provides just the right steps in 
ratio, so nothing need go to waste — providing the 
driver is concentrating, for when going through 
large accelerating and decelerating movements 
one gear is never held for more than two or three 
seconds, and the gearchange is not over-obliging, 
It also emits some noise, especially a clatter from 
the clutch thrust lever and layshaft while idling in 
neutral: music to some ears. 

General handling is impeccable for such a cai 
with taut, well damped, road manners and a re 
assuring degree of feel. For coping with mor« 
fiddly road surfaces and corners, the standarc 
fitment of a limited slip differential is appreciated 

Undoubtedly the Kadett GT/E is well enougt 
endowed with all the extraneous ingredient: 
necessary to ensure its pride of lens on the pro 
duction line. It has also been busy impressing 
on the rally circus gaining Group 1 honours or 
such notable events as the Isle of Elba and thi 
Portuguese... and watch out for Walter Rohrl’; 
car on the forthcoming Texaco Tour of Britain. 

- Success of this calibre with a standard car help: 
prove the adage that a basic vehicle hasto be nf 
diligently ener in the first instance. Wit! 
such a suitable basic unit it comes as no surpris 
to note that the Dealer Opel Team of Britain, rw 
by Tony Fall Automotive, offers a “kit” Kadet 
for those interested in serious rally work. Th 
building-block of this assemble-your-own-rally-ca 
scheme is a trimmed, part constructed, cou 
shell (based on the Kadett Coupe Automatic), t 
shells programmed to come off the production lin 
to the most favourable specification for rallying 
It comes complete with all glass, interior trix 
(headlining, door panels etc), electrical loon 
steering, suspension, brakes, lights, tan} 
exhaust and to RHD configuration. Haloge 
headlamps, a laminated screen, heated ree 
screen, full instrumentation and a G'T/E axle wit 
LSD are all in the specie ee It is then up t 
the customer, or his DOT agent, to continue wit 
the build of the vehicle to suit whatever level 
competition is envisaged. A confident idea whic 
is proving highly successful. 

el’s comprehensive rallying and to a less 
extent, racing, involvement (plus the Cnet Sport 
Cup Europe 1976 incentive scheme) shows ju: 
how seriously this division of General Motors a! 
now taking their competition image. The Kade 
GT/E is a predictably roadworthy spin-off fro: 
such policies, and one which goes much deep: 
than the stripey colour styles and gimmickry | 
the youth market. IAN SADLE 
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Vees for Phoenix Park? 


Formula Vee driver Brendan Lynch 
is ig. to get an FV race organised 
for the Phoenix Park programme run 
by the IMRC on September 18/19. 
He says that a Vee race at the 
Dublin circuit and the Aintree round 
a week later could form a good 
double header for competitors. 
Obviously a lot depends on the 
support he gets from other 
competitors, but already he 
envisages some opposition from 
other Irish drivers for some are 
starting to build their own cut price 
cars. 

Lynch has arranged an excellent 
25 per cent discount on B and I 


Ferries which means that the total to 
take: car and trailer to and from 
Ireland should be about £80. He’s 
also arranged a possible libre event 
which will be the final race at 
Phoenix, for which Vees would be 
eligible. 


Lynch himself has _ received 
sponsorship of his own from Cooney 
Duffy Co, a mortgage/investment 
concern in Fulham, where Lynch 
himself may be reached for those 
interested in the trip to Phoenix 
Park. His full address is 16, Allestree 
Road, London SW6; phone: 01-385 


5084. 
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Warwick's eighth in a row 


Derek Warwick took his run of final 
victories to a resounding eight on 
Sunday when he won a very tight 
slipstreamer at the fourth rend of 
European Formula Ford champion- 
ship in Austria with David Kennedy 
4 Michael Bleekemolen, both in 
Crosslés following §Warwick’s 
Hawke. Just 0.69s covered the three 
at the end. With four rounds run, 
Bleekemolen leads the series with 53 
points in four races, Kennedy is 
second with 42 in three races and 
arwick is third with a full score of 
40 in two races. 
Warwick’s only problem at the 
burgring was when he went off 
during unofficial —- on the 
Friday afternoon while adjusting his 
isor and damaged the front 
spension but his Hawke was 
tepaired for the Saturday official 
essions. Kennedy was quickest on 


uniors for 
istoric events 


he Historic Sports Car Club are 
dmitting Formula Junior Cars into 
heir Historic single seater category 
is year. This is being treated as 
omewhat of an experiment, and 
hey will only invite Formula Junior 
rivers to take part in races to which 
hey are invited if they cannot fill the 
tid. Ostensibly, their rules allow 
s built only up to December 31, 
960 but experimentally for this 
ear, this date will be waived 
Monoposto/Formula Junior 
embers. 
This means that Formula Junior 
tivers may have a few extra races, 
beit at very short notice and they 
il be advised by Alan Putt. But 
e will be rubbing shoulders with 
exotica as Maseratis, Cooper 
istols and Lister Jaguars. 


ccles’ £500 
br libre 


n Eccles, a well known driver of 
50s has bolstered the prize fund 
ithe Formule Libre event to be 
d at Silverstone on July 4 by 
enting £500 as prize money. The 
to be known as the Alan Eccles 
hy race is at the BRSCC 
and Centre meeting, and prize 
ey is divided up as follows: first, 
second, £150; third, £50. Regs 
Wailable from Edwina Overend 
ichfield 24380. 
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1m 32.02s while Warwick was 
learning the circuit as his accident 
had happened on his second lap. 
However, he finished up on 1m 32.9s 
so was confident. Kennedy remained 


quickest, then Austrian Franz 
Kaiser (Van Diemen), Bleekemolen 
(Crosslé), Warwick, and Rod 


Bremner (Crosslé). 


Over 20 laps, Warwick, Kennedy 
and Bleekemolen led the rest of the 
27 starters and developed a real slip- 
streaming battle in which they all 
drove sensibly. On lap 18, Warwick 
got himself sorted out for that final 
ap, and sure enough, he was in front 
by a length from Bleekemolen and 
Kennedy after 35 minutes of racing. 
Close, superb stuff. Rod Bremner 
finished fifth in his Rowland 
powered Crosslé, while Warwick 
took a new lap record in his Hawke. 


Piper wins? 


Richard Piper and Tony Dron had a 
little friendly rivalry last year as to 
who would fix up the best deal for 
the Tour of Britain. For this year’s 
Texaco Tour, Piper has shot ahead 
with the best of all last year's 
equipment and support, if that word 
is not too all-embracing. 

Firstly, he’s secured Dron’s class 
winning Fiat 128 Coupé and has also 
managed to tie 7 Penthouse/Rizla 
} erg ea for the car (remember 
that Dron was Penthouse sponsored 
last year). Finally, the greatest coup 


Richard Piper — Fiat 128 
aS 


— + 
of all. The wily Piper has inveigled 
the unsuspecting Penthouse/Rizla 
promotions girl Suzanne Turner, 
into the Fiat’s co-driver seat, ably 
filled last year by Penthouse Pet 
Madeleine. Miss Turner, the Dron 
and Piper, all met on the Cresta run 
visit by various journalists and 
drivers to St Moritz earlier this year. 

Piper, mainly known for his 
FF2000 exploits, won his class on 
last year’s Tour in a Sunbeam Imp 
with actress Leena Skoog as co-pilot. 
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msports extra 


BTD came Tony Brown’s way on the very last run of the day. 


Brown’s last run bid 


In hot conditions, the South West 
centre of the BARC slickly ran off 
their ‘clubmans’ hillclimb at Gurston 
Down last Sunday when the 5.0 
Brabham BT36X of Tony Brown 
sensationally took BTD on the last 
run of the day. 

The meeting was truly for the club 
driver with many road drivers 
attempting the delightful broad- 
chalk hill and the modest crowd were 
kept happy with cars two-wheeling 
at the Ashes and driving at speed 
through the corn. The only incident 
to notably affect the meeting was 
the breaking of the conrod on the 
Imp of Malcolm Burnett which liber- 
ally coated the trickier parts of the 
hill with oil prior to the second runs, 
thereby slowing many times. 

On the first runs, the Brabham of 
Nigel Pow looked certain to take 
BTD with 34.42s, espcially after 
Tony Brown had onk managed 
40.47s with a noticeable lack of 

ower from his Repco engine. Dr 
Roger Willoughby was also showing 


all his experience by confidently 
taking 34.46s with his Techcraft. For 
the second runs, the hill was covered 
with oil and the cement which meant 
that Nigel Pow could only manage 
36.12s and Willoughby 34.72s. On 
this form it looked certain that Tony 
Brown would be slow but much to 
the appreciation of the crowd, his car 
appeared on full song and he 
scorched to the top of the hill in 
33.21s on the last run of the meeting 
to snatch BTD away from Nigel 
Pow. 

BTD: Tony Brown (5.0 Brabham BT36xX), 
33.21s. 

Class winners: Dale Clement (1.3 Morris Cooper 
S), 41.03s; Jack Astley (841 Saab 96), 43.98s; 
Charles Barter (1.0 Hartwell Imp), 39.33s; John 
Milford (1.3 Austin Cooper S), 38.63s; Trevor King 
gs Morris Minor), 41.65s; Rod Jolley (3.0 Alvis 

A21), 46.08s; Maurice Ogier (1.0 Clan Crusader), 
39.04s; Brian Moyse (1.6 Mallock U2), 37.26s; 
Brian Wilson (1.3 Mallock U2), 38.26s; John 
Pascoe (Mallock 2} 38.11s; Barry Brant (500 
Cooper Mk10), 40.66s; Anthony Bayley (1.0 JW4), . 
37.2s; David Way (1.6 Ensign LN3), 34.96s; Nigel 
Pow (4.2 Brabham), 34.42s. Best “parker": Phil 
Thompson (Mini Cooper S). Team prize: Team 
Tintop (Charles Barter, John Milford, John 
Meredith). 


Class winner Jack Astley in his Saab 96, a rare hill climbing car. 


Practice day 
for rally cars 


Ilkley and District MC have booked 
Melbourne airfield, some 10 miles 
south east of York for a practice day 
for rally carson July 18. 

Well known to competitors in the 
north, the venue offers over three 
miles of stage with a variety of sur- 
faces and the intention is that cars 
will probably have time for five runs 
allowing a maximum entry of 60 
cars. The usual services will a avail- 
able throughout the day which will 
start around 9.30am and will con- 
tinue to 3.30-4pm. 

Contact is Brian Sands 13 
Greenlea Road, Yeadon, nr Leeds, 
LS19 7SN and the fee, per car, is ex- 
pected to be around £3. 


RAC European 
warning 


The RAC would like to point out that 
drivers ary | in Europe should 
e 


contact them before going if this is 
for the first time. The reasons behind 
this concern insurance problems 
which can arise through injury etc. 
An organiser of a race meeting has 
the right to refuse a driver his race 
could he wish to check that the 
se sana ruling has been complied 
with. 


@ The British Motor Racing Mar- 
shals Club are organising a 
discotheque at Mallory Park on the 
Saturday night before their meeting 
this Sunday. Drivers, marshals, 
journalists, officials etc are welcome 
to the venue at the Mallory Park 
clubhouse. 
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GENS. Os Rene ee yo. 


Sadly, Tony Hazelwood's dagpan mets a lon 
ly intended for 


droop snoot look is obvious 
ofitsidentity. 


Reg Smith 


It is with deep regret that we have to 
announce the death of Reg Smith, 
used car sales manager for the Ford 
Motor Company, former autocross, 
rally, and race driver. Reg, 56, had 
been ill for some time but had 
persevered with his work with 
typical determination. 

Reg Smith joined Ford in 1954 as 
a service school instructor and later 
went to Northern Ireland where he 
became interested in motor sport. 
He also did a DIY spot on car main- 
tenance for Ulster TV. On his return, 
he joined the used vehicle sales side 
and set up the Al scheme. 

At about this time, he established 
his young son Mike in the local 
autocross scene and took a 1300 GT 
rallying, rallycrossing and auto- 
crossing. Later, again with Mike, 
they went rallying, and as soon as 
the latter was old enough, Reg 
devoted his energies to his son’s 
motor sport career. As is known, 
Mike has progressed through rally- 
cross to production saloon racing 
and FF2000. During the Capri era, 
Reg had the occasional race. 

o his wife Barbara, daughter 
Ethne and son Mike, AUTOSPORT 
extends its sincere condolences in 
the time of their loss. 


Taylor's trials 


David Taylor, a recent contender in 
the luxury class of the Radio One 
Production saloon car championship, 
earned a veh. well deserved second 
position at Silverstone on Sunday. 
Up until recently, Taylor drove the 
PAO Preparations Mexico in the 
Debenhams series, but the car was 
sold to Win Percy, who in turn has 
now sold it to John Waterman. 

Taylor has now borrowed the ex- 
Tony Lanfranchi ShellSport BMW 
3.0 Si from Gerry Marshall, but 
while the car was being driven to. 
Silverstone on the road by John 
Clark of PAO, the crown wheel 
retaining bolts sheered, and once at 
Silverstone, the car stuck for ever in 
reverse, Clark and Steve Harrington 
stripped the diff and rebuilt it in 14 
hours ready for Taylor to qualify 
second quickest for practice, and 
then finish second to the car’s old 
driver, Lanfranchi, in the race. 
Taylor’s eternally grateful to PAO 
for their efforts. 


@ This weekend’s West Essex Car 
Club Uniflo Rally of Breckland on 
maps 142/143/144 is desperately 
short of marshals. There’s a fu 
entry plus reserves, but marshals are 
asked to contact Mick Hollick on 01- 
558 8325 if they’re available. 
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_while Eddie and Trudi Binks were 


er looks much like a Jaguar. It’s 
ownforce, but loses the car some 


Murray pulls 
even further 
ahead 


Ken Murray, a Scotsman now living 
in Selby. is storming away with the 
ANECCC Road Rally Champion- 
ship. Last Saturday night he scored 
his third outright win in the five 
rounds so far run and with a fourth 
place in another round, he has a com- 
manding lead. 

Navigating him to success on the 
Ziebart Synchromatic Rally, run by 
Synchro 68 AC, was Alan Hill and 
they had more than half a minute in 
hand in their Ascona at the end of a 
154 mile route of which about 110 
were the guts of the event. 

With a field of 105, of whom about 
66 finished, the route was mainly 
east of the Pennines and after a dry 
start showers made the roads greasy 
up on the moors in north Yorkshire, 
and eight selectives were included in | 
an event which, for the most part, 
ran smoothly. 

Murray and Hill did not have 
things all their own way all night for, ° 
until he rolled on the last selective, 
Fred Henderson and Alan 
Thompson were in a challenging 
position in their Toyota Celica. They 
managed to get going again but 
dropped to 45th overall. David 
Scaife was also goin well in his 
RS2000 with Eddie Graham until 
they ripped off the exhaust and were 
forced to call it a day. 

At the final count Murray and Hill 
ended the night on 15m 438s with 
John Ellis and Ian Irving second in 
an Escort TC on 16m 21s. There was 
a gap of more than three minutes to 
the third crew — Richard Mawson 
and Dave Nicholson in their Mexico 
who dropped 19m 438s just two 
seconds quicker than Dave Forster 
and Adrian Dixon in their Escort 


fifth in their Mexico on 20m 22s. 
Sixth were Ken Goodall and Hugh 
Edwards in an RS2000 on 21m 19s. 
Special mention is accorded the 
top novice crew of W England and J 
Spencer from the Ilkley club who 
finished eighth overall on 23m 32s 
and the other class winners were 
Terry Roberts/Ian Grindrod (Mini) 
ae marae Staniforth/Ian Wilson 
mp). 


@ After five rounds of the ANECCC 
Road Rally Championship the 
leading positions are: Drivers: 1, Ken 
Murray, 100pts; 2, Norman Sidney, - 
62pts; 3, Eddie Binks 60pts. Navi- 

ators: 1, Ian Irving, 66pts; 2, 

artin Liddle, 62pts; 3, Mrs Trudi 
Binks, 60pts. 


Render’s first big 


The RAC Sprint Championship did 
manage to proceed last weekend 
with David Render scoring his first 
really big win with his Lotus 76 when 
the promenade at Blackpool was 
crowded with spectators at the usual 
well organised Longton and District 
MC event. 

Simon Riley, in his Mssr Houbi- 
gant Brabham BT33 did fastest time 
of day with a run in 20.42s in the 
class runs, reaching a maximum 
speed of 156 mph, but he fell to a 
mere four hundredths of a second 
behind Render in the Top Ten, who 
did 20.68 to collect maximum points. 

Fine but blustery conditions faced 
the 100 competitors as they tackled 
three timed runs over the 1300yds 
course and six new class records 
went by the board. 

First of these was in the up to 
1500cc standard car class where Roy 
Greenwood’s Mini cracked John 
Casey’s two-year-old record by a 
fraction and at the same time 
demoted Casey himself to second 
spot Palmer Hewardine then 
thundered his Mustang down the 
course to clip a fraction off the next 
class record and beat his opposition 
by three seconds. 

The modsports car class record 
was the next to fall when both Mick 
Merrills and Des Richardson hurled 
their Midgets down the course under 
the old former best time. 

Although no records were broken, 
John Bradshaw (Elan) and Alan 
Smith (Morgan 4/4) had a good 


scrap in the next clas with only halfa. 


second difference. Bob Prest was the 
next to break a record, his own, in 
the modsports class when he nipped 
four tenths off with his Mallock U2 
to inflict defeat on Mervyn Bartram 
in his J and EB Special who also got 
under Prest’s old record. 

The day’s biggest class im- 
provement fell to Bob Speak in 
the ex-Scragg Chevron B19 who 
clipped almost a second off the large 
capacity sports car record. 

to the big bangers and Riley 


Friz Hawke 


Seen driving Geoff Friswell’s R E 
Bates & Son (Builders) Ltd, FF2000 
championship yeacing Hawes DL14 
last week at Oulton Park was none 
other than the current Speedway 
World Champion Ole Olsen. Geoff is 
a pees visitor to the Coventry 
speedway track where the Dane 
rides, and the two have become good 
friends. Ole has raced in a couple of 
Celebrity races in Ford Mexicos on 
the Continent before and was very 
keen to try his hand in a single- 
seater racing car. In an informal 
testing session, he lapped impres- 
sively and consistently, with the 
wrong gearing, getting down to 
times just about three seconds off 
Friz’ pace. 

Friz has always been keen on bikes 
and he is also eagerly awaiting his 
promised ‘return match’ on Ole’s 
works Jawa machine. 


@ Selkirk Metalbestos, the world’s 
largest manufacturer of factory- 
made chimneys are making their 
debut as sponsor of one of the 
vintage car events at the St John 
Horsfall race meeting at Silverstone 
on July 10. The race will be called the 
Selkirk trophy race for Vintage and 


Olsen tries | 


Venerable cars and should attract 
Alfas, ERAs, Bentleys, etc. 


sil 


= 


a 


Simon Riley — BTD but‘beaten by 
David Render. 


really turned on a good one to take 
BTD in the class runs leavin 

Render and the rest trailing by well 
over half a second. Render was given 


the class in 21.03s while Dave 
Harris, sidelined ain with a 
broken wishbone on his McLaren, 


taking second in Render’s car. 

Into the Top Ten and despite gear- 
ing which left him with a maximum 
speed of only 148mph, Render stole 
the show with 20.68s. Riley was 
again very neat in the BT33 but was 
four hundredths away while John 
McCartney, in his P160 BRM was 
third in 21.62s. Jonty Williamson 
was fourth with his Surtees TS11 in 
21.92s and Harris, who got very 
close to the chicane, was fifth in 
22.46s after wisely deciding to re- 
strict himself toa single run. 


BTD.: S. Riley (Brabham BT33), 20.42s. 
Class winners: P. ehton re Cherny 
ini), 27. : 


) 
errills 
Flan), 2 4 
anson (Ginetta G.15), 27.87s; B Moran (E TyP@ 

. Prest (Mallock eee ear \ 


hi g . Speak 
(reap B19), 2 (record); D. Gould 


Hollis’ Sport 
said to 
be illegal 


A number of witnesses to the 
stripping of Graham Hollis’ Escort 
Sport engine have reported that it 
was in fact illegal in that the 
flywheel was found to be under- 
weight, The engine was prclaeeee by 
Wayne Wainwright’s Comlec team 
before Hollis’ controversial Brands 
Hatch race. However, what happens 
to Hollis’ points in the championship 
is now up to the stewards of the 
meeting and the matter, strictly 
speaking, is now in their hands and 
many competitors in the Debenhams 
series await their decision with 
interest. 


@ The Leyland 1275GT race due to 
take place at the BARC Surrey 
Centre’s Brands Hatch meeting on 
August 15 has been replaced by a 
round of the Esso Uniflo special 
saloon car championship with all the 
usual awards as per championshi 
regs. Entry forms are obtainab 
from the secretary of the meeting:D. 
J. Jackson, 38 Riverside Drive 
Mitcham, Surrey CR4 4BU, tel 
(evngs): 01-648 2904. The Leyland 
race will be held at a later date. 
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More Duxford | 


problems 


It seems that the Herts County A 
and AC are not the only people to 
have problems holding (or not hold- 
ing) a sprint at Duxford. Despite 
a good reception from the Imperial 
War Museum who control access to 
the sprint area, complications have 
arisen for the London Car Club’s 
Londoner Sprint, which was to 
have been held on July 18. However, 
the Imperial War Museum have 
filled the area with restored aircraft 
for a forthcoming exhibition in July 
for three weeks, and following that, 
there’s a three week gliding festival 
in August, which rather leaves the 
London Car Club out in the cold. 
However, undaunted, the LCC are 
now holding their RAC and LCAMC 
penis event on August 29 at 
assingbourn. 


Duncan last 
where others 
fail 


With such well known names as 
Howard Davies, current Welsh Rally 
Championship leader, Alun Evans 
(Avenger) and Alan Jenkins 
debuting a TR7, all falling out 
during a very slippery night in the 
Brecon Mountains, the winners of 
the Port Talbot MC Novice Rally 
last Saturday night were Wayne 
Duncan and Howard Thomas in a 
Mexico on 39m 40s. 

Brychan Davies and Brian Jones 
came second in a field of nearly 120 
with their Escort GT on 41m 22s and 
third, in a Mazda RX were Theo 
Bengry and Bill Pardoeon 43m 46s. 

Alan Jenkins, with Mike Thomas, 
never got to halfway in the TR7, 
Howar Davies with brother 
Graham ran into trouble with their 
RS2000 before half time and finally 
disappeared in the second half while 
Alun Evans and Graham Joseph 
were well up with their Avenger until 
they disappeared from the event also 
in the second half. 

The slippery conditions caused 
many Sinacts and a fairly high per- 
centage of crews failed to clock in as 
finishers back at Port Talbot at the 
end of a 150 mile route which 
contained three fairly short 
selectives. 

Fourth overall were Kati Lurot 
and Tim Miller in an RS 2000 on 45m 
12s, fifth were Alan Morgan and 
Keith Bevan in an Avenger on 45m 
30s and in a tie for sixth place Dave 
Hinton/Dave Phillips (Mexico) and 
Robert Read/Dave Hopkins 
(RS2000), both returned 46m 33s. 


Lloyd’s FF2000 


Despite a number of drives last year, 
itis only now that Richard Lloyd has 
climbed back into the driving seat of 
an FF2000. Once again he was in a 
Dulon at Brands over the weekend, 
finishing a good fourth, but it was 
only a one-off drive. The American, 
Allan Balladur was to have driven 


had to stand down. However, he'll 
out at the next round. 
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Rob Gibson — £28 the richer 


Gibson 
dominates 
Speedcross 


The second Speedcross meeting at 
Knebworth Park last Sunday pro- 
duced an easy outright win for 
sports car driver Rob Gibson who 
took home £28 in prize money after 
winning the four car final and record- 
ing the day’s fastest time over three 
and a half laps. 

Falcon Me received a total of 44 
entries for the event, three failed to 
appear and seven were hors de 
combat after practice. 


The rest of the field was divided . 
into four and three car heats and” 


from these Gibson produced the 
quickest run in 1m 57.4s. Closest to 
him was Ron Douglas — back froma 
hectic fortnight abroad — who did 
1m 59.0s in an Escort with a BDA 
which he was running in. Douglas, 
however, never made it to the final 
after two wins as studs sheered on a 
rear wheel and he decided discretion 
was the better part of valour. 
Another driver in wheel trouble was 
Mike Smith with his 1450 Mini. He 
twice lost the offside rear wheel and 
on the first occasion carried on for 
some distance before he realised his 
troubles. 

The final was led by Gibson 
throughout. Initially Peter Harrold 
gave chase in his two litre VW but 
slid wide on a corner and although he 
managed to keep second he was 
never able to get back into 
contention. Tony Merridale and 
Peter Robertson were third and 
fourth in their different sized 
Escorts, Robertson having come 
into the final in place of Douglas. 


Not in the spirit 


Following our piece about the non- 
appearance of Rob Haigh’s mod- 
sports MGA in the MGCC’s race 
meeting at Silverstone on May 29, 
Robert Innes-Ker, secretary of the 
MGA Register has been good 
snare) to point out that the 
regulations for the various events at 
the meeting, in particular those for 
his Register, are drawn up to try to 
preserve marque racing as it was in 
the days when the MGAs were in 
current production. While being a 
fine modsports car, he points out, 
Haigh’s car fails in almost every 
respect to comply with these 
regulations. Furthermore, Haigh’s 
presence in MGA races may cause 
some ill-feeling among the majority 
of the other competitors. 


oe ks “ts 


Angus Stewart was a Class 2 winner in his Ford Popular. 
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Score’s class win 


Following their successful rally the 
week before when more than 50 
members turned up for the 
mkhana_ style meeting in 
oventry, including a contingent of 
Overseas members, the Singer 
Owners’ Club had 50 entries last 
Sunday for their Centenary Half 
Day Production Car Trial at 
Liphook, Hampshire. 
eavy rain during the preceding 
day carried on during the morning 
but conditions improved later on the 
six hills which were used, with 
variations, four times. 

In Class I, with 12 Mini entries 
Barry Score collected a win with a 
seven mark margin over Alan Terry 
dropping 93 marks and in a tie for 
third Ken Wheeler and John Young 
returned scores of 103. In the 
absence of John Oliver — in bed with 
a temperature — Angus Stewart had 


no major opposition to his Popular 
and won easily. 

Four pre-war Singers were in the 
sports car class of 11 and before the 
course dried out were doing 
extremely well. In the end modern 
machinery took all three places with 
Mark Kemp winning the class in his 
Fairthorpe on 108 marks, four better 
than Paul Skelton Pcaem with 
Nick Hardey (Midget), thir 

The day’s biggest class — 14 — was 

uickly reduced to 13 when Mike 
inde broke the transmission on his 
Imp and his departure left three 
drivers all with a chance of the class. 
Ina tight finish C. Denehan brought 
his Fiat Abarth home on 56 marks 
one up on Robert Carr in the family 
mp. 
ane winners: B. Score (Mini), 93 marks lost; A. 
Stewart (Popular), 104 marks; M. Kemp. Fair- 
thorpe), 108 marks; C. Denehan (Fiat Abarth), 56 
marks; R. Head (Buggy), 38 marks. 


Wilson in optimum conditions 


Dusty in practice, then improving 
with the onset of light rain, but 
finally deteriorating as a result of a 
continual downpour during the 
timed runs, last Saturday’s BTRDA 
Autocross Championship round b 
EMI was pretty unpleasant for all 
concerned but perhaps a little less 
unpleasant for the surprise BTD 
man of the meeting Philip Wilson 
driving an 850cc Mini. 

As with all events when the 
weather decides to change with little 
warning, Wilson was one of the lucky 
ones — he ran early and nipped 
smartly round three laps of the 
800yds course at Springfield Farm, 


' Little Horwood, Bletchley and his 


2m 18.4s ended by being around 4 
seconds up on anyone else. 

In Wilson’s class of 11, Miss 
Elaine Sevmicut emerged a very 
comfortable class winner with 2m 
22.6s, 11 seconds up on the rest and 
some idea of how the course grew 


‘progressively slower can be gauged 


by the fact that the 1 litre Miniclass — 
won yet again by Trevor Smith — 
was only a tenth of a second quicker 
that Miss Seymour while the big 
engined Mini brigade, led by Terry 
Smith, were five seconds slower. 
Even the thundering Volnik, turbo- 
charger and all, could not break the 
2m 20s barrier, finding progress 


round the corners a  decidely 
precarious occupation. 
Among the front-engined rear- 


wheel-drive brigade, Bob Mack and 
Bob Merridale thrashed round in 
similar style and produced very close 
times, Anglia man Mack collecting 


the class by eight tenths; Rob 
Gibson journeyed down from the 
middle north to blast off meagre 
sports car opposition with the 
raucous 1600 Sprite and Terry 
Westley had only himself to beat 
with the VW. 

Most spectacular was Dimi Mavro- 
poubs. With his BDA-engined Escort 
back in peed working order, he blew 
off Nobby Cresswell as though the 
latter was freewheeling and took the 
class by 21s and was only a whisker 
outside Terry Smith’s time. Smith 
had to get a shift on for Mick 
Thompson,. another of the rapidly 
progressing southern contenders, 
was within a second of him, 

Seven rally cars were led by John 
Smith in his Viva GT who led D 
Childs (Escort) by some three 
seconds while John Granville again 
showed that the Audi 80 is very 
much the car to beat in the standard 
car class which he cleaned up with 
almost a minute to spare. 


BTD: P Wilson (Mini), 2m 18.4s. 

Class winners: Miss E Seymour (Mini), 2m 22.6s; 
B Mack (Anglia), 2m 34.9s: R Gibson ope 2m 
28.5s; T Westley (VW), 2m 31.0s; T Smith (Min 
2m 22.5s; D Mavropoulos (Escort), 2m 27.6s; 
Smith (Mini), 2m 27.5s; N Seymour (Voinik), 2m 
23.4s; J Smith (Viva GT), 2m 52.2s; J Granville 
(Audi 80), 2m 30.2s 


@ As part of their centenary 
celebrations, Hicks of Truro are 
sponsoring their service manager, 
Willie Pascoe, in his Dolomite 
Sprint-powered Crosslé chassis with 
March 74S bodywork. It will be 
entered in bre and sports car events 
in the South and South West. 
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angles attained by 2CVs. 


Mike Horner leads Lee Haynes and Daniel Lespinas at the usual incredible 


Lee challenges the French 


The bouncing, rough and tumble 
world of 2CV ’Cross returned to its 
British birthplace of Blackbushe, 
Camberley, Surrey, when the second 
round of the British series, coupled 
with a light sprinkling of French and 
Belgian participants, took place over 
the weekend. This time, however, the 
French found that British 
competitors had far more idea of 
driving and preparation, but even so, 
the honours still went back across 
the channel for the winner was 
Gerard Tilliette driving a 602cc 
version. Tilliette comes from 
Dunkirk, and has already won in 
Austria and Switzerland this year. 
Second in the Superfinal to 
Tilliette and first in the British final 
on Saturday was David Lee, the man 
behind Savoy Motors’ vast involve- 
ment. Lee had been leading the 
event, but backmarkers saw him 
drop away from the winner in the 15 
i final over the twisty course, 
while third was Paul Cox, once again 
in a 602 2 CV. The 435cc opbagery in 
the Superfinal was closely fought 
with Jean-Paul Malvoisin taking 


Knockhill in 
Castrol /BTRDA 
rallycross series 


Another event has been added to 
this winter’s new Castrol/BTRDA 
Rallycross Championship. It’s es 
run at Knockhill on March 6 an 
will be organised by the 750MC 
Scotland. 

There are now eight events in the 
series and a driver's best seven per- 
formances will count for points. 

We understand regs are now out 
and are available from Ian Manners 
of Castrol Competitions Dept, 


Burmah House, Pipers Way Swin- 


don, Wiltshire SN3 1RE, or Mrs D 
Green, 


details of registration for the series. 


@ Currently enjoying a Jim Russell 
Racing Drivers School course at 
BRSCC_ South 
Western Centre marshals’ incentive 
award winner Colin Rumbelow from 
Kenfig Hill, South Wales. Normally 
an observer at Brscc 6sw7 meetings, 


Silverstone is 


at Castle Combe and Llandow, Coli 


won the course in the draw in the 
annual marshals incentive scheme. 
Now, of course, he wants to swop his 


observers pad for a steering wheel. 
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of 5 Cambridge Avenue, 
Wilmslow, Cheshire, who also has 


victory, just in front of British 435cc 
ace John Waghorn, while last year’s 
winner, Daniel Lespinas, an optician 
from Paris, was third. 

In the British final on Saturday, 
Lee was again the victor, but chased 
closely by Autocar’s Andrew Shanks 
in one of Citroen Cars press versions, 
Shanks taking to 2CV ’Cross like a 
duck to water. Tony Humm’s 
Continental Cars’ supported 435cc 
car was the first home in its class 
ahead of the John Waghorn. 

Lee was again winner of his 602cc 
category final ahead of David 
O’Leefe and Tilliette, while Lespinas 
had his moment of glory in the 435cc ° 
final on Sunday when _he_ beat 
Waghorn and Malvoisin. Conditions 
sg Sw throughout the weekend, 
and by Sunday afternoon, a good 
crowd enjoyed the tremendous sport 
in dry conditions, which only got 
dusty late in the day. 

British final: 1, David Lee; 2, Andrew Shanks; 3, 
David Taylor. 435cc final: 1, Daniel Lespinas; 2, John, 
Waghorn; 3, Jean Paul Malvoisin. ébzce final: 1, 
Lee; 2, David O'Keefe; 3, Gerard Tilliette. 
Supertinal: 1, Tilliette; 2, Lee; 3, Paul Cox; 4, Mike 
Horner. 435cc: 1, Malvoisin; 2, Waghorn; 3, 
Lespinas. 


Regs available 
for Longridge 
Embassy round 


The first round of the Embassy RAC 
Rally cross championship takes place 
on July 25 at Longridge and 
regulations are now available for this 
event. There’s a maximum of 75 
entries including five reserves, and 
they'll race over a three quarter mile 
lap. The organising club is the 
Longton and District Motor Club, 
and the man to write to for regs is 
Jeremy Seal at 20 Willow Hey, 
Tareton, Preston, Lancs, _ tel: 
Hesketh Bank 3105. 
@:Ecurie Cod Fillet and Knowldale 
Car Club are holding a super do as 
part of a reunion, total-excuse-for- 
good-time and the Club’s initial 
preparation for their Silver Jubilee. 
It’s to take place on Saturday, 
August 14 at the Belgrade Hotel, 
Oldham where B and B is available 
at £3 per head while tickets for a full 
blown (not exhaust turbocharged) 
seven course meal cost £5. Only 330 
eee are available and rooms at the 
elgrade will be at’ a premium. 
Applications to Eric Newby, Lees 
Road Post Office, 122A Lees Road, 
Oldham, Lancs. 


Ravenscroft as close as ever 


Stafford driver John Ravensvcroft 
came as close as he has ever been — 
0.18s — to breaking the course 
record at Curborough last Sunday, 


despite having no major opposition. 


Driving the Token F1_ car, 
Ravenscroft got down to 31.26s in a 
top ten run off at the conclusion of 
the Owen Motoring Club’s event 
which attracted a full house of 80 
entries. Ravenscroft thus won the 
Graham Hill Trophy for the second 
time, his first success being in 1972. 


Best battle in the four classes for 
standard cars was between the small 
capacity cars where Mike Sones took 
his Clubman GT to a narrow win 
over Phil Shawin a Mini, the margin 
being two tenths of a second. Ken 
Knott again put it across Neal 
Johnstone in the up to 1 litre 
modified saloons, his rapid Imp 
being a healthy 1.07s quicker than 
the Cooper. 

There was a good scrap between 


two ee in a weak sports car 
class with J Hawley beating Neil 
James by three tenths and in a 
vintage class, the Aston Martin 
Ulster of 1935 Mie belonging to 
D Edwards beat M Cummings 1937 
Alvis by just over a second. The 
lightweight Aston Martin DB4 of 
Dave Preece was spectacular and 
won the next class by more than 
three seconds. 

Arthur Mallock made a rare 
appearance to drive a model of his 
own making but was beaten into 
second spot in the up to 1600cc class 
by Tony Southall, also in a U2 who 
knows the course well. 


BTD: J Ravenscroft (Token F1), 31.26s. 

Class winners: M Sones (Clubman G7), 45.50s; 
G Milner re Capri), 41.99s; R Dodkins (Porsche 
911), 42.14s; N Howell sionges +8), 40.37s; K 
Knott (Imp), 38.10s; J Wood (Mini), 36.48s; A 
Payne (Riley 1.5), 36.82s; H Shepherd (E Type), 
39.70s; J Reviey ae 39.03s; M Hall (Morgan 
+8), 44.49s; D Edwards (Aston Martin Ulster: 
46.17s; D Preece (Aston Martin DB4), 37.3s; 
Southall (Mallock U2), 34.91s; N Harrison (Lotus 
51a), 35.99s; A Hinley (Trojan), 34.20s. Best 
Novice: M Best (Midget), 49.9s. 


No tour for 
Mick Hill 


Renault 5 dicer Mick Hill was a dis- 
consolate spectator at Cadwell, his 
local track. His Tour of Britain drive 
in an Arian prepared Mazda RX3 
has fallen rough because his 
biggest sponsor has pulled out. Mick 
is very keen to progress to a more 
powerful Prod saloon next year, 
sponsors permitting, but in the 
meantime he has something to look 
forward to. On July 25 he will be 
making his Formula Ford 1600 
début at Cadwell in a Van Diemen. 
@ Following on the success of their 
slalom at Ormeau Park, the Ulster 
Automobile Club are organising a 
jant slalom at Wallace Park, 
isburn, which could be the first 


time in recent years that banking, 


has been used in an event in the 
British Isles. The event, which takes 
place on July 3 uses the banked cycle 
track in part of its 1} mile length. 


City Link Tones Holdings Ltd 
have extended their sponsorship o! 
motor racing by supporting the 
efforts of saloon racer Mike Beckett, 
ag | already support Mike O’Brien 
in his Formula Ford. City Link 
Transport use British Rail’s Red 
Star service as part of a same day 
collection and delivery _ service 
between most parts of the UK anc 
an overnight service between most 
parts of the UK. 

O’Brien has ideas of moving up tc 
F8 next year, but Beckett is a solic 
club man. He uses an ex-Broadspeed 
1967 British saloon car champion 
ship winning Ford Anglia, in whict 
he started and this year, he’s _ 

uite well in the Hitachi series. Bot 

Brien and the locally domicilec 
Beckett will be racing at Oulton thi: 
Saturday. 


ia 


Warwick heads 


Championship 
positions 


DJM Records Formula Ford championship: 1, 
Derek Warwick, 63; 2, Jim Walsh, 22; 3, David 
Heale, Rod Bremner, 18; 5, John Bright, 14; 6, 
Dave Buttigieg, Frank Bayes, 13. 

_Brush Fi Formula Ford changiate 1, 
Jim Walsh, 90; 2, Matthew Argenti, 38; 3, Chris 
Skellern, 37; 4, Paul Smith, 32; 5, Derek Daly, 20; 
6, Derek Warwick, 17. 

Esso Uniflo special saloon car championship; 
over 1300cc: 1, Tony Dickinson, 22; 2, Colin 
Hawker, 13; 3, Nick Whiting, Tony Strawson, 9. 
1001cc to 1300cc: 1, Geoff Byman, 15; 2, David 
Carvell, 12; 3, G Gough, 10. Up to 850cc: 1, 
Mike Kirby, Geoff Gilkes, 18; 3, John Flack, 9. 

Jaybrand Racewear Silverstone county league: 
1, Northants, 90; 2, Bucks, 60; 3, Oxon, 50; 4, 
Herts, 46; 5, Worcs, 42; 6, Leics and Warwicks, 


41. 

_Allied Polymer Group Driver of Year award: 1, 
Jim Walsh, 119; 2, Bruno Giacomelli, 77; 3, Rod 
Birley, 65; 4, Derrick Brunt, 64; 5, Derek Warwick, 
58; 6, Chris Skellern, Tony Dickinson, 53. 

Vandervell award for novice drivers: 1, Don 
Farthing, 31; 2, David Carvell, 26; 3, Steve 
Farthing, Tom Wood, 10; 5, Roger Dowe, Clive 


arkes, 6. 
MCD Open Sige Seater championship: 1, Val 
Musetti, 24; 2, John Wingfield, 15; 3, Nick Whiting 
10; 4, John Stokes, 9; 5, Philip Guerola, 7; 6, Jim 
Kelly, Alan Clennell, Ken Bailey, 6. 

Sytner of Nottingham Club rts 
championship: 1, Nick Adams, 49; 2, Malcolm 
Jackson, 34; 3, Peter Cooke, 26; 4, Creighton 
src, warnon Davies, 13; 6, Chris Greville- 

tn, J. 


Hitachi special saloon car championship; 851) 
to 1000cc: 1, Jeff Ward, 36; 2, Mike Beckett, 14; 
Peter Cartlidge, 12. Up to 850cc: 1, Peter Day, 3 


‘ownsen: Thoresen Formula Fo 
championship: 1, Rick Morris, 36; 2, Dav 
Kennedy, 26; 3, Derek Warwick, 23; 4, Mil 
Blanchet, 20; 5, Kenny Gray, 19; 6, Derek Da 


18. 

Oceanair Clubmans sports championship: 1, Al 
Ferrada, 77; 2, Don Farthing 37; 3, Nick Scott, 2 
4,G ud Moseley, 15; 


jal saloi 
championship; over 1300cc: 1, Nick Whiting, 19; 
Tony Sugden, 16; 3, Tony Dickinson, 13. Up 
1300cc: 1, Phil Winter, 19; 2, Peter Baldwin, 17; 
Dave Hancock, Graham Goode, 8. 

Forward Trust 1000 _ special alo 
championship; 85lcc to 1000cc: 1, Ging 
Marshall, 27; 2, John Homewood, 9; 3, Malco 
Johnstone, Rob Mason, Pat Mannion, 5. U 
850cc: 1, Roger Gill, 19; 2, Neil Dineen, 14; 
David Enderby, 11. 

BARC Modified sports championship; ov 
2000ce: 1, John Cooper, 25; 2, Jonathan Palm 
17; 3, Robin Grey, 8. 1501cc to 2000cc: 1, Da 
Bettinson, 23; 2, Jon Fletcher, 14; 3, John Bui 
Dave Tomlinson, Terry Smith, Alan Goodme 
Richard Jenvey, 5. 1151cc to 1500cc: 1, lan Hi 
24: 2, Keith Ashby, 19; 3, Gordon Howie, 12. Up 
1150cc: 1, Simon Packford, 24; 2, Pat Longhur 
18; 3, Gary Morse, 10. 

itax Production saloon championship; ov 
£2400: 1, Rod Birley, 24; 2, Derrick Brunt, Bri 
Pepper, 23. £2001 to £2400: 1, Jeff Allam, 31; 
Nick Whiting, 12; 3, Martin Williams, 7. £1601 
£2000: 1, John Brindley, 34; 2, Eric Cook, 17; 
Freddy Jacks, 4. Up to £1600: 1, Roger Payne, « 
2, Neville —— 19; 3, Geoff Woolridge, 16. 

BBC Ra One production saloon ¢ 
championship; over £2400: 1, Brian Pepper, 53; 
Tony Lanfranchi, 51; 3, lvan Dutton, 45. £2000 
£2400: 1, Jeff Allam, 74; 2, Gerry Marshall, 61; 
Nick Whiting, 51. £1600 to £2000: 1, Jo 
Brindley, 66; 2, Eric Cook, 54; 3, Paul Haywoc 
Halfpenny, 28. Up to £1600: 1, Danny Aldert: 
105; 2, Trevor Moore, 55; 3, Pete Smith, 41. 


AUTOSPORT, JUNE 24, 19° 


Steve Russell from Banbury took his 
1600cc Mallock U2 to a fine, exciting 
BTDat an action packed sprint run 
by Coventry and Warwickshire MC 
at RAF Gaydon, near Warwick, last 
Sunday. On a site last used some 
three years ago Russell clinched the 
quickest time with a run of 73.02s 
over the twisting 1.475 mile course 
to pip Peter Andrews (Martin BM 
10) and Chris Hill in an 1800cc 
Mallock U2, who both finished on 
the same second. Later in the day, on 
a third and unofficial run, Russell 
stormed round in 71.27s to set the 
seal on a fine day’s driving. 

With 63 entries for the event, a 
qualifying round in the Association 
of Midland Motor Clubs Cham- 
peosehip, one of the best class 

attles concerned Malcolm Jeffries 
and Richard Taylor both in Minis. 
With Pat and Roger Walker having 
broken down in their shared Cooper 
S in practice after having been well 


Cussins’ BTD 
on very 


last run 


Several thousand spectators flowed 
into Norfolk Park in the heart of 

Sheffield on July 13 to watch the 

North Midland MC’s speed climb 

sponsored by Waring and Gillow. 

And an exciting climax ensued for on 

the very last run John Cussins 

slipped his Chevron B32 into top 
spot to clinch BTD in 20.54s over the 

700 yds course. 

Over 70 competitors turned up for 

the event which was climaxed by the 
exciting duel for BTD in which both 
Martyn Griffiths, in his March 74B 
and Malcolm Dungworth (Brabham 
BT35X) finished second and third. 
Whereas Dungworth had stolen the 
class from Griffiths earlier, when 
they both did 21.18s, Dungworth 
winning on aggregate, the Midland 
driver improved by almost half a 
|second in the top ten to finish on 
| 20.75s while Dungworth, with 21.73s 
was half a second slower than his 
class best. ; 

Fourth and fifth spots in the top 
ten went to John McCartney’s BRM 
in 22.51s and Peter Kayein his Brab- 
ham BT35 whodid 22.765. 

There was some close racing in the 
classes. Joe Twigg (Cooper) had only 
three tenths to spare over John 
Bradley’s VW Sirrocco in the road 
going class and Tom Wood took the 
13 strong over 1 litre modified 
saloons by half a second from Alan 
Payne’s raucous Riley 1.5 fitted with 
a Rover V8. 

Kay’s Brabham BT 35 was hard 
pressed by Andy Smith's March 722 
turbo in the 1100-1600cc single 
seater class. The latter only had one 
run and led the class initially until 
Kaye came from behind to take the 
class by three tenths. 

BTD: J peste (Cheviop B32), 20.54s. 

McEwen (Riley Sprite), 33.5s; A 
, 31.3s; J Twigg (Cooper), 

; i » 25.27s, J Gagen (Porsche 

rrera), 25.96s; C Seaman (Midget), 25.77s; J 

lalker € Type), 25.36s; | Curtis (Mallock U2), 

50s; B Brandt (Cooper Mk 10), 25.46s; C Bush 
jotoco P3), 23.81s; P Kaye Brabham BT35), 
34s; M Dungworth (Brabham BT 35X), 21.18s. 


The Dellow Register would like to 
ear from any non-members with 
ars. Contact John Temple with 
amped addressed patel e at 
llow Register, c/o Douglas Temple 
udios Ltd, 1048 Old Christchurch 
ad, Bournemouth, Dorset. 
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Russell’s very close win 


-86.97s; P. Andrews (Martin BM 10), 73.76s. 


ahead, Jeffries came through to take 
the class by four tenths. 2 

The modsports class produced a 
very good win for Brian Jackson 
with his Fairthorpe Electron Minor. 
He beat such notables as Cyril 
Baxter and Mike Overton and more- 
over relegated the redoubtable 
Maurice Gates (TVR Tuscan) to 
second spot by a tenth of a second. 

In the action packed finale, the 
battle between drews, Hill and 
Russell was intense. Hill went into 
the lead for BTD when he did 73.98s, 
Andrews replied with 73.76s and 
with the very last run of the day, 
Russell stormed through to win on 
his merits. 


BTO: S. Russell (Mallock U2), 73.02s. 

Class winners: P. Batten (Imp), 94.36s; S. 
Courts (Escort), 89.54s; M. Orme (Porsche 91 18) 
90.63s; D. Pattison (Clubman GT), 88.83s; 
Jeffries pind 87.05s; W. Horton (Firenza), 
84.99s; B. Jackson (Fairthorpe Electron Minor), 
81.65s; G. (Harlan Hydrostrumper), 


Ashtune Race Hire customers. 


Harris 


Popular autocross 
regs now 
available 


Regulations are now available for the 
event which last year was voted as 
the best run autocross event of the 
season, that run by the Woolbridge 
MC. It takes place at Bincombe 
Down, Weymouth on July 25 and 
once again it is a round of the 
BTRDA, RAC, ASWMC series. R. 
Purkiss is the man from whom the 
regs are available, and he may be 
contacted at 42 Celtic Crescent, 
Castle Park, Dorchester, Dorset, or 
by phone on Dorchester 66350. 

@ Autocross cum rally driver Dave 
Humphreys is having an expensive 
season. Less than a month ago he 
wrote off his rally Cortina and on 
July 13 he made a right mess of his 
Mini at the Rugby autocross. It was 
very small consolation that he won 
the over 1 litre class by four seconds 
because on his second run a drive 
shaft snapped and he rolled rather 
badly. 

@ New competitions secretary of the 
Welsh Border Car Club is D. E. 
Northall, of Rose Cottage, Halton, 
Chrik, Wrexham, Clwyd who will 
represent the club at most meetings. 
@ Due to a good result in a recent 
Dutch International rallycross meet- 
ing, John Welch has tied up a spon- 
sorship deal for the Dutch rallycross 
ae with Ford of Holland/Mobil 


Loton Park 


The venue for the seventh round of 
the Guyson/BARC Hill Climb 
Shemp lonsp, on Sunday, 27 June is 
the Shropshire Loton Park hill. The 
organisers, the Hagley and District 
Light Car Club, have attracted all 
the leading contenders in this well- 
supported Championship which has 
now reached the halfway stage. Russ 
Ward, the supercharged Austin 
Healey Sprite driver from Church- 
down, Gloucs has led the series from 
the first round but was beaten in his 
class at the recent Pontypool Park 
event and is now coming under great 
Pressure, especially from current 
second man John Meredith in his 
wheellifting lightweight Mini-Cooper 


The subsidiary Guyson/BARC 
Fastest Time of Day Awards series 
has developed into a tremendous 
battle between Alister Douglas- 
Osborn’s Formula 1 Cosworth: 
engined Pilbeam, who leads by just 
one pore and reigning RAC Hill 
Climb Champion Roy Lane’s Chevro- 
let-powered Fenny Marine GM1. 


Coen for 
FF2000 


Steve Coen’s _ recentl formed 
Swindon Town A ntomobile Racing 
Team will shortly be in FF2000 but 
meanwhile, they’ve announced that 
they’re entering a 1.3 Cooper S in 
Special Saloon series for Peter 
Richman. The car will be sponsored 
by Richmans Removals and will 
have a Longman prepared engine for 
Richman who’s in his first season of 
racing. Coen may also drive the car 
on occasions, but is channelling his 
efforts into FF2000, an anounce- 
ment about which should be 
forthcoming soon. 


@John Waterman, whose Mexico 
was peony written off in a big acci- 
dent with Graham Hollis at Brands 
Hatch, has bought the Win Percy 
car. Win was apparently so sorry to 
see the Waterman car written off 
that he offered Waterman a good 
deal on his car, and will now 
concentrate his efforts on the Aston 
Martin that he’s been racing of late 
for AMOC official Bob Gathercole. 
@ Formula Vees are not noted for 
beauty but they are strong. Young 
Mark Goddard came into the 
Mountain at Cadwell early in 
practice at preposterous speed and 
ad a very long accident which 
ended with the Andark Vee cart- 
wheeling against the Armco. Mark 
scrambled clear of the inverted car 
without injury and the Andark 
appeared to have suffered compar- 
atively little structural damage after 
a very high speed accident. 


a ee . sa ill — ow 
It’s happened before and it'll happen again: another FF 
Starring in this week’s effort are Peter Oxley in 70 and Rob Ellis, both 


eee indlba 
moment at Silverstone. 


Briefly... . 


@On July 18, Zandvoort are hold- 
ing racing for postwar historic carsto 


which foreign entries are welcomed. 
Interested parties should phone 
Wim Oude-Weernink, technical 


editor of Autorevue, preferably at 
home on Holland 4187-1833 but 
otherwise at work on 70-543300, or 
write to Historische Autorenclub, 
secretariat Plantage Kerklaan Qhs, 
Amsterdam, Holland. 
@ A 1923 Rolls Royce Phantom I, 
once owned by American actress 
Mary Pickford and which still has a 
secret compartment beneath the 
body for cone liquor (remember 
erican prohibition) was the 
winner of the Concours d'Elegance 
at the Owen Motoring Club’s sprint 
at Curborough last Sunday. 
@ Formula 1300 star Bob Davis 
brought his self-built creation up to 
Cadwell from Swindon via Snetter- 
ton where he picked up a new nose- 
cone. This distinctive white article 
proceeded to sag during the race and 
to the accompaniment of terrible 
grinding noises it was being steadily 
worn away as the race completed its 
final stages. Another detour to 
Snetterton? 
@ Regs are now available for the two 
BARC (Yorks) organised Harewood 
meetings coming up; the ShellSport 
RAC hillclimb c ionship round 
on July 4, and the Montagu Burton 
trophy Guyson round on August 1. 
In both cases, Miss J. M. Walker at 
the BARC Yorkshire Office, 6 
Sidney Street, Vicar Lane, Leeds 
LS2 7JB tel: 0582 38972 has regs 
although it may be too late for the 
former event. 
@Formula Ford driver Stefan 
Lazar was among those who took a 
large number of children in care of 
Camden Council down to Brighton 
last weekend for a day by the sea. 
Lazar’s sponsors, Ambassador 
Radio Cars provided approximately 
40 cars for-the trip, which was part 
of Capital Radio’s Help a London 
Child appeal. 
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weekend sport haa 


OULTON PARK 


A vast field of Formula Fords should 
ensure spectacular racing at the 
Cheshire circuit on Saturday when 
Brush Fusegear make a rare sortie 
away from Silverstone. Take John 
Bright, Rick Morris, Jim Walsh, 
Fred Sigafoos, Matthew Argenti, 
Trevor van Rooyen, Derek Warwick, 
Chris Skellern plus countless others 
and you must have a good race. They 
fight it out over two heats before the 
final. Then there’s a round of the 


Hitachi a! saloon car series with: 
art Derek Walker, 


Peter lidge, 

pe Long and David Enderby, 

Cliff Watts in the smaller class. 
There’s a BRSCC Modified Sports 


car round with John Cooper (Porsche: 


911), Robin Gray (Morgan Plus 8), 
Jon Fletcher’s Elan, countless 
Midgets and Sprites, and just the 
Davrian of Ron Kirkman up against 
the 1150 cars of Steven Lightfoot 
and Keith Webster. Then there’s a 
eee race too with the usual 

ar/TV R/Lotus/Morgan/Triumph/ . 
MG involvement, and there are five 
reserves. The Northern Clubman in- 
clude Tim Gath, Malcolm Jackson, 
David Orbell, Ruari Gillies in a Dia- 
mond R6 (a. new Andy Diamond 
creation?) while Dud Mosley and 
Peter Ludford stir up the smaller 
FF1600 engined class. Finally, the 
club’s historic race includes such 
exotica as Maseratis, GT40, Lam- 
bourghini Miura, AC Cobra, etc. 

Racing starts at 2 pm. 


MALLORY PARK 


The Damien Magee/David Purley 


International events 


Venue 
June 25/27 Morocco 
June 25/27 France 


June 25/27 sep 
June 26/27 Mallory Park, England 
June 27 Rouen, France 


show continues in the ShellSport 
5000 championship when they go to 
the Leicestershire circuit this 
Sunday for 40 laps. Purley has won 
two and Magee two as well, so the 
needle between the two 3.4 Essex 
powered cars should be good. 

Hoping to get on terms will be 
Mike Wilds, Brian McGuire and 
Divina Galica in their DF V-powered 
cars, all of whom should be capable 
of Bering on terms with the flying 
Purley/Magee duo. 

Keith Holland has shown that he’s 
super competitive in the E. L. Gibbs 
Racing F5000 Lola while Dennis 
Leech’s Chevron is another F5000 
car. F2 cars are also well in the hunt 
with Val Musetti, Bill Gubelmann, 
Norman Dickson, Richard Scott all 
powered by two litre ee so they 
could well bethere as well. 

Formula Ford 2000 is as_com- 

titive as ever, and here, Frank 

ytner, Geoff Friswell, Tiff Needell, 


Park are almost certainly off to 
Snetterton for a Townsend Thoresen 
round where there’ll be one heck of a 
tussle for Formula Ford honours. A 
very full entry requires two heats 
and a final, an oer 3 the names are 
(pause for deep breath): Rick Morris, 

ohn Bright, Philip Bullman, David 
Kennedy, Mike Blanchet, Trevor van 
Rooyen, Matthew enti, Kenny 
Gray, David Leng, Bobby Scott, and 
many others. Fifteen laps of that 
lot . . .it should be tremendous. 

The rest may pale in comparison, 
but Mini action is fairly safe al- 
though there are millions of them in 
the 1000 division of the Leyland 
Challenge; and Debenhams Escort 
series is pretty much the same as the 
Minis where Ari Vatanen joins the 
bunch. A pot pourri of special 
saloons, modsports and prodsports 
may see a battle between golden 
oldies Martin Hone fa 
Capri) and Richard Scantlebury (4.2 


Richard Piper, Bernard Vermilio, | Jaguar E). 
Stu Baird, Roger Orgee, Oscar Notz Racing at this BRSCC organised 
are all capable of finishing in the top | meeting starts at 2 pm. 


six. In the 1600 Formula, there’s a 
DJM FF round, and a tremendous 
entry warrants three heats. 

An Oceanair Clubmans round, a 
special saloon car race, a modsports 


BRANDS HATCH 


Nine races are headed by a good 
saloon car battle at Sevenoaks and 


event and Formula 4 round | District MC’s meeting at the Kent 
completes this full day which should | circuit on Sunday. Both Nick 
surely produce value for money. The | Whiting’s _ Escort and Colin 


Formula Ford heats start at 4 pm on 
Saturday, while the Sunday action 
starts at 2 pm on this BARC 
organised day. 


SNETTERTON 


After Oulton Park, the Formula 
Ford drivers not going to Mallory 


Event 


Moroccan Rally — World Rally Championship for Makes, round 6 
Criterium d’Antibes Rally — European Rally Championship for 


Drivers 
24 Uren van Leper 


ShellSPORT European 5000 Championship, round 8 
European Championship for F2 Drivers, round6 
European Championship for F3 Drivers, round6 


World Championship of Makes, round 6 
World Sport Car Sra Ons round 5 
Touring Cars, Grand Touring Ca 


Pocono, 500 — U 


rs, Sports Cars, FV, FF 
Touring Cars, a 1 teat Cars, Sports Cars, F3, FV, FF 


Hawker’s DFV powered VW are 
entered, and it should be excellent to 
see who wins, the Brands specialist 
of the lap record holder. 

For single seater lovers, there are 
two heats and a final for the MCD 
Formula Ford championship, re- 
markable considering the number of 
FF championship races on Sunday, 


and then there are championship 
races for SuperVee and Monoposto. 
Historics, special saloons, and mod- 
sports are included in the nine 
events. 

Racing starts at 2.30 pm. 


CROFT 


Britax production saloons top the 
bill at Croft this weekend with all the 
usual contenders fighting it out at 
the Northern circuit. The BARC’s 
Yorkshire centre is in charge of the 
meeting which also features mod- 
sports, FF1600, libre and special 
saloons, 

Racing starts at 2.45 pm on 
Sunday. 


LONGRIDGE 


The Lancashire Automobile Club 
have variety as the spice of their club 
meeting where they are organising 
races for special saloons including 
Mini Seven, Formula Ford, libre, 
sports/GT/modsports and 750s. 
Among the names are jovial Joe 
Applegarth, Warren Booth, Peter 
Dugdale (libre), John Kent and Alan 
Stringer (Formula Fords). 
Racing starts at 2 pm. 


LLANDOW 


The South Wales centre of the 
BARC are organising Sunday’s 
meeting at Llandow where there are 
two championship races for F1300, 
plus Formula Ford, Special Saloons 
and libre. Among the entries are 
Dave Toye, Formula Ford whizz kid 
of the West, and Chris Simms, whose 
Vauxhall Firenza looks good for the 
special saloon race. 
Racing starts at 2 pm. 


Hitachi Special Saloons, Brush Fusegear FF 1600, 


BRSCC Modsports, Euro-Burgess Production Sports, 
Northern Clubmans with Cooper Oils, Historic Cars 


Uniflo Rally of Breckland — LCAMC/AEMC Championship 


June 28 Monza, Italy 
June 27 Osterreichring, Austria 
June 27 Eee, Sey 
, June 27 Zolder, Be me 
June 27 Zandvoort, Holland 
June 27 Pocono, USA 
British events 
Date Venue 
June 26 Oulton Park, nr Tarporley, 
Cheshire 
June 26 Caterpillar Tractor Works, 
Uddingston (MR64/703616) 
June 26/27 Brandon Service Station, 
Brandon, Norfolk 
June 26/27 Market Place, Beverley, 
N. Humberside 
June 26/27 Forton M6 Services 
June 26/27 Top Rank Motorsport, 
‘arthing Corner M2 
June 26/27 Scotch Corner Service Station, 
(MR93/2 be: ist i 
June 26/27 Loughborough University of 
’ secnOney MR129/513186) 
June 26/27 Loton Park, Alberbury, 
nr Shrewsbury 
June 26/27 Mallory Park, nr Leicester 
June 27 Fintray, nr Dyce, Aberdeenshire 
June 27 Snetterton, nr Thetford, 
Norfolk 
June 27 Brands Hatch, nr Dartford, 
Kent 
June 27 Croft, nr Darlington, 
Co Durham 
June 27 Llandow, nr Cowbridge, Gwent 
June 27 Longbridge, nr Preston, Lancs 
June 27 Starveacre Airstrip, Hawley, 
(MR843587) 
June 27 Leigh, Penshurst 
June 27 Scammonden, nr Huddersfield 
June 27 Long Marston, nr Stratford- 
on-Avon (MR151/1743483) 
June 27 Killigrew Fawm, Trispen, 
nr Truro (MR204846525) 
June 27 Toboggan Field, Weeford, 
(MR139/1 31033) 
June 27 Goodwood, Nr Chichester 
June 27 Curborough, nr Lichfield 


Secretaries of the Meeting are requested to send details of all forthcoming events to Miss Linda McRae, Autosport Editorial, Haymarket Publishing Ltd., Regent House, 54/62 Regent Street, London W1A 2YJ 
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ShellSPORT 5000 Meeting — ShellSPORT F5000, 
Oceanair Clubmans, Allied Polymer FF2000, 
Special Saloons, Modsports, DJM Records FF 1600, F4 


Townsend Thoresen FF 1600, Leyland Mini 1000, 
Debenhams Escort Challenge, Scratch Race for 
Special Saloons, Modsports, Prodsports FF 1600 

MCD FF1600, Modsports, Varley Batteries Monoposts, 
Simoniz Special Saloons, VW Silver Cup Super V, 
Courage Historic Sports, Specia! Saloons 

Britax Production Saloons, Players No 6 Northern 

peers Cars Modsports Champers. BARC Northern 

ibre, Special Saloons 

Clubmans Race Meeting — Championship races for 
F1300, F Junior, FF1600 Special Saloons, F Libre, 


Event Status Club Details 
Race Meeting | R BRSCC (NW) 
Autotest R sscc Red Hackle Autotest 
Rally R West Essex CC 
Rally R Reckitts MC Cossack Rally 
Rally R SD 34Club Ten of Clubs Rally 
Rally Cc Bexley LCC Anniversary Rally 
Rally R Stockton & DMC Novice Rally 
Rally c Loughborough SMC Prancing Horse Rally 
Hillclimb R Hagley & DLCC Guyson/BARC Hillclimb Championship 
Race Meeting | R BARC 
Hillclimb _ N Aberdeen & DMC Scottish Hillclimb Championship 
Race Meeting | C/CP BRSCC (EA) 
Race Meeting | R Sevenoaks & DMC 
Race Meeting | R BARC (YC) 
Championships — FF 1600, F 
Race Meeting | R BARC SW) Es i 
Clubmans, Modsports 
Race Meeting | R LancsAC — x 
Autotest Cc Farnborough MC Summer Slalem 
Autotest cP 750 MC - 
Speedclimb N Huddersfield MC Percy Keep Hillclimb 
Aitocross R Midland Manor MC BT ROA Autocross Championship 
Autocross Cc Truro & DMC 2nd June Autocross 
ProdCar Trial | R Cannock & DCC 
Sprint R Lancia MC 
Sprint R Aston Martin CC 
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Rothmans King Si 


Whentyou know what you wants 


MIDDLE TAR GROUPas defined in H.M. Government Tables. 
EVERY PACKET CARRIES A GOVERNMENT HEALTH WARNING 


